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Bur call him what they | + 
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fi He Conſtant Meditations 
8 of a Man who for many 
2 ars baile on Sand , which 
| [7 ve '_blaſt of croſs F 'ortune 
- beficed.” But now he has 


. new F oundations on the 


«of his Salvation, which 

Þ Storms can ſhake ; and will 

| <p e Copfl ation .of 

# Workſd, . when time ſhall 
fi 5m nee inco Ehedbiey: 
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O U are to knaw, that the Auth 
(being no Scholar) had no- fie 
to teach others, nor othey ini 
by writing theſe hs Mid-night Thougl ts 

then by reviewing thens, to keep up 615 ov 
| heart to Heaven: But by this pratticeg 

grew to [ach a habit of Nightly Meditation 

(at his fir waking ) 4s prov d more plas 

fant then ſleep, and in 4 ſhort tinze"becam 

' wore delightful, then any other. Thonpl 
_ Conld entertain his mind with So that wit 

_ ont any intent to publiſh thens, they:ſwpn "Rh 
* Into this bulk you ſee; and brought hin 
conſolation, that he thought it Gods ian 

to bring him this way to Heaven. 4 

any Reader do find the like advanrgyh 
j doing the like, be will bave as + 080 
| to thank God as the Author has, whoſuts 
fancy on work, this way, to defend his 
| from indulging ſuch vain Thoughts, #l 
| and night did formerly invade wid (es 

| Aim wntocvil purpoſes.” * 
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= nd on this account, the. Author was 
EPerſwaded by ſome Friends, to tranſcribe 
"theſe looſe __ as they were firſt writ, and | + 
© racked topether, without any method of c0- | 

| herence_obſerved; ( as appearyby the fre-. | 

quent repetitions of the ſame expreſſions in 
anany of them ; ) yet they wiſh'd him to keep | 
them as they were, to ſhew how ſuch un- 
earned men as himſelf, might better imploy ||. 
Stberr buſic fancies at all times, on the ſerious | 
thoughts of their Eternity, then to drop, | 
Manto their Graves, without any conſideration | 
phither they. are going. And the Author 
8 the ſame account, was ſome time after 
thc the ſame Friends, (againſt his own ?ndg- 
L awent ) over- ruled and perſwaded to permit . 
"ahem to be Printed, ( without his Name) 
ibo gave bins ſuch Arguments for it as he 
ould not reſift, hoping *that - amorigit (0 
Such ſincere nataral Devotion, ſomething 
We great nſe may. be found to enrich the 
EEouls of thoſe, who are of no more capacity 
E thts himſelf, who knew no true felicity, until 
be learnt ta meditate on his Eternity, which 
7.9 man has ſome Talents to prattice on. 
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THOUGHT 


I, 

Oſt men do miſs ofthe E 
they ſeck on Earth, becaule 
the Wealth and Honours that? 
wegain, andall our joysi n 'F 

them, are with our ſclves ſtill per Ts - 

the height of our Fraitions ; -and na 
little rime muſt all return unto the duſt we 2 

| came from : Yet nothing does diſturb-the”® 
heart of man ſo often, and: ſo much, a 
pampering of it . with hopes of what” w 
ſcldom reach, and always over-valaim 
what we aimat , which our: Fancies 

q Magnifying Glaſſes repreſent unto- 

I with ſuch multiplied Felicities, as dazle 

Four underſtanding, and captivate our rea- "7 

ſon- with an expectation of what we'ne=: 

ver find. But fuch' men as can:ſer*theiw! my 

hearrs on! God, (above all his crea re J* 

and delight in him, and his Celeſtial joy DOR 

will find a conſtant Felicity: here, Retr = 
inward dilarance of _ GeY 
B 


hs #7 
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| rh! "- 7" EEY 
feer ; fo ha 1 man can never want-ar- 
| —- 's to. encreaſe his joys on earth, 


en his repeated ſorrowsfor paſt ſins do | 


= reate new: joys for thoſe ſorrows; and # 


7 gew victory” over-a-new rempration | ; 


s afford bim freſh joys for ſuch fre. 
t conqueſts. over Satan-and himſelf. 


'R Bo o that if we can ſet our whole hearts ſin- | 


iely to delight in God, and his ſervice, | 

j'have ſo many rafts of his\ Heavenly 

Mkere, and ſuch frequent glimpſes of that | 

201 gory; that we:cannot hide our comforts in 
=); ne Ghoſt from our own hearts while | 
*welive, and when we die, our Souls will 5 
# ” xcjoyce to: fly into Chrifts arms, for the 5 
-eonſummation of all our hopes, all our | 
4evh unto Eternity. . And whoever doth | 
 .ebſerve, will find that the deepeſt ſorrows | 


= for ſin, -docs raiſe the higheſt” joys for our F 


| Bo concttiation, and wul prove- r fulleſt 4 
219 1 ; bappincls on carth. 


Tos He more we ſearch intq the ways of | 
bo T Devotion, the clea ſhall ſee, { 
; * and experimentally find, tharfrue Divine 
© Philoſophy, when fixedin the heart of a 
Divine Lover, isthe Then de 
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Dn 
{ tempt of his paſt life, thar he ſhall ;f 


$ duty "oi 
2 zeal, as if our Souls were that mometit i 
| expire, and to carry our Pardon with'usts 


) he blefſ-rieſs char” exaiw aatbeM 


# maris heart his whole life ; adnd will 
| hins to ſpend more tune with God, rhen a 


pable of in this world : Fe Doe 
{aid ro delight in filing thofe' Somle 
1 C celeſtial joys, that tudy him, Cadets 
a regenerate tnan toſuch Cn andEM 


arrive at ſo great a degree of Felicity 
his approaches, and converſe with him fe 
Holy Meditations, as to lament whet-It 
thinks of what joys he has loſt,' by ws 
dring fo long from God: For the cles 
love God, and to be beloved of God, 
ptcaſant Mediration to entertain a x 


all his creatures. -. 
LIEL:: 
#; ſhould Sw pray wi 


—_— of Spirit in chat: gi 
God, and with ſuch -f 


Heaven. And every time that we-rebclwe 
the Holy Sacrament, we ſhould'canfi By 
that we are climbing a ſtep nearer toHea-?] 
ven then we were before, ſo to ſhew our: 
deſires to be there. And whoeyer 1 * 


i etoread theſe phiin Leſſons, 

& mind them ſo ſerioufly as to prattice 

"agen wit -find more pleaſure 

-: the ecan fancy before he tries, # 

J -Gif-he never wade to: Medirare till now,) * 

pauſe a firm, fixed, ratified Devotion, has | 

in all Ages been experimentally approved K 
D{.for the higheſt delightful div erfion, that 

heart of man can enjoy. % 


IV. 


|; A Elight in the Lord, and he will:give |} 


5: thee thy hearts defire; that thou ? 
-Inaift till increaſe that delight more and 

f uoro his mercies and bleſlings, in his 
love ; z arid thy truſt therein, with a com- | 
X le peace of. Conſcience, until he 
- 4 rings thee unto the ſupream delight of all | 
= gelights, to (ce his face in Glory ;' and # 

-chen, to entertain thy heart with the % 
**Soyful affurance of that Felicity to come, © 
= as the higheſt deſire a man can have, by 
[7 "continual improving thy delight in God ; 


for from him:who is the Fountain of Mer- & 


© F> and Grace, continual joys do flow. 


We 


E are to ſeek earneſtly , and 
pray daily for Chriſts righteouf -] 
TWnets as our chief treaſure, and not ro reſt 
Funtil our hearts be inriched with ſo 
Sportion thereof, to carry us to heaven, 
Sand in our way thither, ſo to arm us herep? 
hat no approaching evils may divert us 
EWe are alſo ro conſider, thar the Goſps 
Fdocs not invite us to forſake the pleaſurews 
Fof this World, to go into a Dungeor W - 
(which were a hard leſſon) but to remove! 4 
rom hence ro inhabit Heaven, with alt 
$ts glory to Eternity ; yet this nates 
owardly diſeaſe of fearing to die,” being + 
dorn with us, is without cure, wntil the :: 
Woly Ghoſt do fall ſo on ns, and dwell ſo it Y : 
1d q 5, As tO OVETCOIMe our frailty by his gracey- = | 
© 2nd to make us ſec,and underſtand how-to: 
alue our Intereſt in Heaven on Gnitoees 4 
Fount; and by that faith, to raiſe in us - 
Fuch holy courage, -asto paſs through the. 
Sraye with joy to our Eternal Bliſs ; which 7 
quires a Divine valour, 'beyoh@- [f 
ach of a Natural mans fancy % with [22 
IS IILENG, 
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TOR men do forget that our greateſt Þ 
2\) affair, on .Earth, is to-ſerve God 7 
_zrequently, diligently, and pablickly ro 
6 © Si; in the firſt place to ſecure our 
leſſec Eternity by his favour, while we 
re time to doit: And in the ſecond place, 
0 follow our Callings for a Subſiſtance,by 
is providence profþering our *labour du- 
—2zi0g our abode here : Burt we do often in- 
2 Fg rert this, by doing quite contrary all our 
F: Ives; by hungring and thirſting afte 
Pp eri ing Goods, and ſerving God at ſp4 
"#3mes only, as our leaſt concern ; unti 
- Agonics of a Death-bed ſhews our miſtake 
bs, £00 late. Forit is a great preſumption'to 
- - neglect God all our days, and expect a# 
E: = Crown of Glory at our laſt gaſp, as a re-% 4 
+ ward for our negle&t ; it is dangerous ro 
Gy 4 & Provoke God ſo. . 


3 TIDE VII. 

| E-vedid (ct our hearts to take pleaſure 
in Piety, as wedo to improve our de 
w: in other things, we ſhould find that 


yen Gates would 4 open to our fir 


TI WS 


m 


cere dre andprreen 
working itt our hearts,” with 1 Di ey 
ſports ſull-of unexpreſſible j joys, wh 
<ft MF Sacred flame burns bright within-w 
od 3 ſuch Emanations- from-che Holy Gh 
' ro] the greateſt invitations We-can have 
our F encourage us to prepare for a place 
weft ven, and to make us eſteem thofe NC | 
ce, al joys,above all the glories of. this ror - 
by Y where the greateſt Princes rerming oy | 
du-Y higheſt ambition to die.the Sons of: G 
in-Y (or ſhould doſo.) 
our. | 
fte VHE 
are! 
thei Hat God hath revealed eo-1 
ake V Mid-night- alone, ſhall. þ 
"tofſj portions in the next World ; And if wei 
t a repeat the ſame Communication wii y 
re- inthe day-time, which we had with Gly by 7 
roF in the night , we may entertain: a-@@l 
3 fortable aſſurance that the Holy G 
was at firſt,” and is at laſt ine 
Divine flames within us, to-raiſc | 
vated tranſported Souls to Heaven, p ” 7 


i x *7% 
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E greateſt Epicure :cannot- have fo 

-" enuch pleaſure in ſariefying all his 
petires, as a'regenerare man has in his 
werfation with Goa, during his devour 
aretics, in which he finds the Holy Ghoſt 

og up his, heart to an afſurance of his 

_ ©3/hjvg Go, and giving his Soul a 
t farabove all Carnal fruitions, by 


vittory over them. But this is on-- 


m ey by Pious hearts, and re- 
re: a Divine Valour to encounter, and 


Feome in ſuch skirmiſhes with Satan, | 


| {'ro-reliſh the Felicity and Glory of 
—a— joys as follow everyTuch 


X. 


conſider that God asks nothing of | 


Fan for all his benefits beſtowed (but 
hea we of man) and that nothing bur 
"oa the heart to God, and that 

d, nor read of any man, that 

a de,chat ſincere Preſent to God,but 

receive it back infinitely enlightned, 
-xnr ched with treaſures of never fa- 

nes - ding 


% 
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Singlet 3; who thencan'be 
and ont CT TI gjO _ 
fent ofhis whole heart unto Gad ?:F 

is Faith, his Love and: Obedicncke 


rreateſt happineſs on Earth, For we ns 

a way of ſpeaking . (and Ih Ns 
offence ) ſuppoſe the heart | 
made Triangular, as three Seats, _—_ IF * F 
Wche Father, the Son, and the: Holy :Gheſſh! 

whoarcall one God, as the three Corn Xs 
are one Heart, which can no more bed! T 
vided, than the Godhead,.: 1Who will ſo 
when he dwells therein,as to leave no p 
for the World, the Fleſh, or the Do 
abide there : "And from hence its, 4 
God. forſakes us, when we forfake-h 
When we deliver up his Habitation-in-# 
hearts unto his enemies, when we. thei 

8 him out, to admit of any of thoſe! ira. 
2 intoany corner of our hearts, we then; / 
2 fronrthe whole Trinity, (and driveamwaye 
all them, all him) to/ entertain and&0 courty 


deſtroying Gueſt, ir ſtead. of. the.L 


Life. 
XI, 


Od vill not ſuffer thoſe thar.ax 
to live inthe dark ; for if- 
with us, he will make us ſec that þ 


"PN, © 2% wet, ERS - T4, 
Bo OY oh k 22-57 Fg P82 ">. ** OO 
% _ og 


CO OE fas 
weil he has. brought us where we 

Er gooutof his , and wit-ſontotimcs. 

&e us ſtarr with a ſurprizing joy, tolind 

heis /o weer us, as to give our hearts atafte 

W-22c: ſane joy we ſail bave-in Heaven ; 

thougt infioicely increaſed then;. and fa- 
Epctinveſted with Glory. How great oom- _ 

Secrherimuſt this be, when long habitu- 

= at fingers arc thus Bleſſed , thas. Conver- 

i td, and thus reconciled to God, by faith 

'; a Chrift's blood, when God does ſo emi- 
Barca manifeſt his glorious goodneſs, in : 

os the. Souls of fianers, and power. 

Sally calling us. great. Criminals, ro be- 
come choſen Veſſels, where himſelf vouch-- 

+” fesrodwell? To think fully of this, is to 
9 ink of nothing elſc in compariſon of thus - 

r\grcat:concern, which now begins, and 

| a Ecernity with-God, which 

above all carthly Felicities that. Paſs a 

way like Dreams.- (As) whar-ſignifies the 

p, Grecian, or the Rowan. Empires 

ry2-Where are thoſe Great, Glorious, 


b PE 4 hy. 


--Come into co 

bes ns of Co on wich Di- 

= winelove., whoſe Immortal Souls are fed ' 
with ants, wg as can only m_ 


- whom _ logs ad rates 
with tacks ray Faith, as dothcr 
contempt of all-carthly Fruaons x® 
Randever read 28 adopted Sons © 
with joy to paſs through the: Gravt,'M 
an; immediate poſſeſſion-of a. Ctomn'al 
Glory z- for when:Godis:plcaſcd: ſe: - oy 
mans and dwell with us here, ivis to8 = 

-our Souls they ſhall aſcend , , and < 

with him in Heaven. 
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TE that has heard the Bell Toll for h ay 
to the Grave, andlives after. 
do well cocall to mind what Agonie a 
| then felc, and what Vows'he then! f1 
to God on his Recovery z 8nd now. \ 
day to examine his heart, how: wellhe 
performeg- thoſe Vaws, and how. 
fitter henow is for his next Surmmage: 
ther: For every Bell that be hears 0 
Toll for others,is-his Alarm to makeready 
for his day of Judgment. . A concean. LOS 
or RR can gueſs at ahe 
rible terrors of a dying, deſpairing ft 
but he that basfelt them ; _—_ can any. 
Man n know the Felicity of rin 1g Cer Ie; a X 


We 
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$ | the: grace to'live'fs; and to accuſtom 
E. o compare frequently thoſe paſt 
- | nmazing terrors of defpair (from which 
ara then deliver him,.) with ſuch new 
4 3 by grace from above, as will exalt 
this "Soul out 'of thoſe dark deſpairing 
predads co Expire" in a full reconaliation 
; to ——_ at his laſt hour, - 


XII1. 


F we believe Chriſt on earth did all thoſe 
Miracles the Goſpel mentions, and 
"that by Faith ſo many of all ſorts were 
2aHed of their Infirmitics , the ſame faith 
Wn donbr will procure the like mercies 
fg (the ſame Chriſt, now he is aſcended,and 
E; mid anto' God the' Father, where he ſees 


| En, — as ready now to Cure our Leprous Sowls, 
our Withered Limbs, our Bloody 1ſſues, and 
ro caft out as many Legions of Devils that 
I ZE with Pride, Envy, Luſt, Revenge, 


5 : Slack train : Sa thar if 'we be'now as de- 

IF to be Cured as they were then, and. 

! Fs cry outfor Mercy as they did, we ſhall 

| whole itke thew, -and follow — | 
or 


ths, 28 Koo Wes Gol has > 


 Maladits, and hears onr Cries, and 


”, Avarice, and all. the reſt of that . 
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F. we obferes' how the" He hol ho 
- workgon our Souls; whety our” 
devotions do raiſe our hearts to 
and how much our 'fancy ſoars. « 
our own reach in'Extaſies of Joyw-ad 
Celeſtial delight at that time, we may 
thereby know how God accepts fuch'St a 
| criftces, and by his 'returns/ of corforys; 

find ardent -defires to: repeat ſuch # in 
| dreſſes, as often as our affetion 'and Tell 
city does encreaſe by our devotion; 34 
1 then God meets our ſincere prayers wi 
ſuch confolations, and" inward depe 
dance on his mercy- and grace, '«s-- 
enlighten our hearts with diving fs 
- bring. us to a conftant converſation\ 

him, -by livin % 4 divine life ; So to we: 
| us from the World, -and fill us wich ſuch 
7 Holy flames' from Heaven, as-nothy 
_ ] -ſhall ſhake: our faith;. nor-divert® < 
thoughtsfrom making feady: "A 
_ __ gg rtis-neicher x 
thus, [nor talking thus, nor "i | 
but doing thus, muſt bring ws hy 66 
C 


c1B21 


"y., 


hors 


woes rx treat God with 

, we give to one a- 

T5 is formen. cunt (when invited 
man's houſe) in comryon civis 
dreſs themſelves to their beſt ad-- 


| vavege ſuitable to ſuch Company, and 


it for ſuch reſpe&t and welcom, as they 
pect there: How much more ought we 
*pare and adorn our Souls and Bo-- 
when we are invited by the glo- 

s Majeſty of God unto Heaven, and 

s Holy Spirit are daily ſolicited to 
where we are ſure tobe reccived 
"welcomed by his Son our Saviour, 

d all the Hoſt of Heaven, with Divine 
relles, ſuitable to the dreſs we appear 
| 5 and what we want of that innocent 
whiccacſs, we ſhall find the Angels ador- 
xd with there, his Son will make up, 
vy Covering us all over with his bright 
wment of Celeftial purity. So then, 
men whoſe hearts are ambitious of 
xt Ornament, 'and: that: Honout, ; will 
wot 7 of tgſs wo __ noe will 

. when they Come 
i in, making 

ready, 


worktoP By a 

great TCA! I17e f1 

Father,/ the'£ ">: 9.0 

pee ry wy td 2ncoura 

-eribuce ro affift- GO 4 
deavours towards this Holy &s effing, fon 
our bleſſed reception into Heaven's all 
our whole lives are- ven us "yy 


fears, that he knows not how to fer 
God acceptably ; for God ſees throug 
the hearts of men, and obſerves ſug 
are ſet humbly ,and ſincerely to loye 
entuvorkines ans ſuch be will \[@ 
Holy Spiriz v0 fll their Souls avich ins 


F we confider the Soul of m Ks $a 
Exreatt of the Divine nature,we : 
well think that'rrue c Als 


betebsS, 'to' Divine love of 

k29 maniteft c Ir cog glo- 

act ey conn lri 

= \ Meh God in humble Addrafſes 
Ap MD fx eur cloGton as the confurnma- 
0 Jena Godt prime purpoſe to adorn his 
git E , ut ws with on greateſt 
bleſſing <greacer 

1n 20 give © hin as Ho always dath) 
thoſe. ; who delire,. him, in} whom 

have all chat —_— and Karth 


> XVIL 


FE are > to ſeek God, and not-to 
'Y leave 6 Kill we find him, 
nd we may be ſure to find him, who de- 
.to be found by thoſe thar ſeek him 
as they ought, and delights to be ſo 
ought, that we_may_ be ſure we have 
Fr: 5 Fow id him, that i is, when we (I 8 n 
more than in-all his Creatures; 
p not deceive; onr: ſelves by ub be 
ght .in, God, þutare pleaſed Wy 


= al "* F: rotates in weaning'us: from ghe 
7b glories of chis periſhing'V Wade, 


their difſembled / 
obtaineredit and-ri 


noocat (whicti-whhog* == £ Tf | 
ar Anravi ru , Fas t icy de-- 
ſigned : And then, how vaſt a differen 

is {cen betwen ſuch, and'a'truk 
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Icom I hisdelored, while 
laſts, and' when, bis:Soul 
om; this, carly; viſir,. it -re- 
» - Tait the Idea of that delight the whole 
ws. 4 after z Lill excizingthis Divine Lover 
| 2oretive, and repeat thoſe. Celeſtial, joys, 
Hh the. higheſ, and moſt delightful. en- 
te nt-he.can wiſt for onthisfideof 
2ol -% ent? For God is the. Centre of a Di- 
8 © Lovers: Soul,. it cannot move from 
\ $ T a without ſome impulſive force, which: 
| Rood diſdain to mus unto. 


RX; 


Ow frail is kumane Nature! that 
. can never be ſo much, pleaſed. qn 
" Barth, as (within ſome time) n to þe- 
come weary of what we-moſt de ight i in: 


-: And! how much;greater frailty is it to- 
**know how to be ever- pleaſed, and for 
Zo happy. but. cangor-ſet- qur;heauts: 
: : to; \ gang ace for-it. ono 


their rranſparts for Heaven ; ti atifi ug 
| men ſo raiſed, ſhould prove fo 
fixed |. as boldly dare; make room ſors 
tan in their hearts again-(as-rhe\n 
welcome. gueſt) where God did. ſonuati 
dwell; this were a dreadful —_ 
think op. if the mercies of God wi eng we 
tar beyond. the reach .of . fignergitc 
face, And from: .hence [we may: 
that holineſs is the pecauliar 071 o Ga 
and that. we are raiſed toall 
Piety by his holy. Spirit, | FO 
ſelves can ncither riſe nor ſtandonem 
_ ment in his fayour-longer than fi 
ted by the: ſame;S putty thus to-giv; 
tiumble thoughts of our own ſittle/s 
ſfrength. And yet weare not obtiged 7 
reſt in ſuch humility, bur ought: hots: 
bour, and to pray for more and x 
Talents of faich-and. grace;, till.ol _ _ 
greaſe do- rails. gur- Souls, — 
py Pens ory to:become I 
Lovexs,. and 09k.-O; "corpans. 9 
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Ex, * "x $43 —45 2b —_— i» "the 
piſtons, "by Holy: _—_ 
5. nd by this Divine experiment to 
if we can'love God too: much, and 
E more zeal in prayer, than hedoes 
! of can ſo'tire him with-our im- 
ate addreſſes, that He will turn 
| his face, and deny his love unto 
bY i i *holly devoted to ſerve andpleafe 
But when we find our hearts full of 
ſact h ſincere raptures in Devotion, we 
= affiire our "(elves they come - from 
D, who doevever approve and accept 
th flaming ſacrificed hearts, as are 
, ded from above, and aremuch dif- 
been any ſuch Enthuſiams as Sa- 
infuſe; only 'to infett thoſe wa- 
js hearrs, that do till incline to be 
Vaſſak. 
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unter have obtamed of Gidito 

ly-Regenerate, d 

poop pow! Ave, ne with" eentri- 

2-ad converſion of heart ts God, 

wv nowurded with-peace of Conſticnes, 
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Heaven, a and tl cir Ererna « bes: 
Worldly pleafures doaive » way ro.x 
Divine tranſports, which flow bh. 
Holy Ghoſt within them. ' And noting To 
proper to ineer God, as when they ak w 
-at/ mid-night, before” any Worldly con- 2 Y 
.cerns entertain theirhearts; for he that 
chearfully recommends his Soal roGad,. 2 
when he lyes down to reft, will to hisin- _ 
finite comfart, fiad God ready to receive 
his' firſt waking cjaculations 4 who-be-.. 7 
gias the da w————————— 64 I 
truſts in hun, that he lay down to 
with: fothat our mid-night cooferences | 
with God, will by cuſtom grow OR _- m1 
J_ than fleep, and-will fix ſuch a ; 
vine love. onour Creator, aswill pros.” b 
duce great; jay here, and ſome glimpl> of.” - 
:that glory we ſhall bave in Heaven) k for DS i 
God never receives our RL 
. without multiplying of his faronrsi in re- © 
turn by ſuch manifeſtations of his Brace, ; 
:a5 will preſerve us in his ſervice until wh. 
meet again, to purſue thoſe holy m 
tations, which will bring us unto. Himin 
Heaven, when we die. 
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+; Righteous man is a Divine Philo- 
4 ſopher, that enjoys all his heart 
can with in this World, by his faith in 
Chriſt, Love to God, Charity to men, 
purity and humilicy. And the Holy 
.Ghoſt is the great Chymyft, that cony 
all cheſe ingredients into the furnace 
| ng and _ b Hin influcnee 
and operation, prodxces t Elixir 

x righrronjueſs which Tofurvotche 
= unto Eternal happineſs, . And: ow 
= ever finds the Holy GhoF thus works 

2 . 4m, will find the comfort and 
- tion of his Salvation in this life, which 
J . ſerious confideracion of his fa- 
 - ure Folicivy, will be entertainment for 
F; x {whole rime here, -and Keep him al- 
Fon ready for his furmons'to Heaven); 
| and will make his paſſage thither as eaſic 
+20 the Righteous, as it is terrible toan 

| wpenicent ſinner. 
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T is impoſſible to fancy, and to find 
F] any Earthly entertainment for the 
Jy heart 
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ryan orcan ity! > 
which elevated devotion, is a ; ſelicitys . =_ 
that the Divine Lover only has ; and 2 
amy in his heart with his! ReſurreCtioni , 
xe fin to grace, by a continual ſicceſws 7 
fion of growing joys, on the aſſurance his! 
finds of his ſecond RefirreRion to Gods. | 
at the day of Judgement z which is God's!” 
liar work in the Souls of his-Be-: . 
pyed, romekerhan ſoe-rdgeticinatags 
abſent from ſuch-as are totally devoted; : 
to loye and ſerve Him:; for ſuch, m1 
only ſuch, can ſecurely enjoy God. inalk 3 
his Creatures here, and have him alſoto | 
eternity in Heaven, If then the:rug ed. © ws 
way thither, be ſo pleaſaac to-a'Righ- 4 
teous man, what will his Scraphick joys” 
be there ! and how worthy of our:ucmn 4 
endeavours to live fo, thar we may;die 7 
capable to YR Gs of thoſe. pi 
then. | "M07" I 
(2340 -Þ 
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M* Hh do generally create terrors, , 


ht their own hearts, as} 4 
do Ghildee, with vgly Vizards 5 waa b: 
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harry vs from ovr preſent delights ro 
--. everlaſting flames. Andthen 'tisno won- 
d. bay der; that habitual impenitent finners, do 
© fart back from the approach of, Death, 
& when fo drefſed. Bur che Regenerate y 
* Man, has an Antidote againſt this evil ; bs 
- Heſummons his Celeſtial thoughts, and r 
S ſecs his Soul in order, (asa great Prince C 
E: -uarend incircled with Heavenly joys, 4 
Cas his Nobiliry ) and is alſo attended T 
2... by :crouds of Guardian Angels, torre- 
= ccive-cthe ſame-Death, 'with careſſes of J 
\ od friendſhip, who appears before him; | © 
£5 2 dreſt 1 in'bright gorgeous Raiments, as an 
Embaſlador ſent fromthe-King of Kings, 
ig ho conſurmare League of Amity, and: - 
4 rogive him poſſeſſion 'of- his new: Con | 
== ;\ with a-Crown of Erernal Glory, {| 
va ig foughe- for, and ar-laſt obtained 
7, So that we generally miſtake our paſſage 
Z Into the next World, and call it death, 
© which is aſſured Life, (and that Erer- 
C 'nal;) Iris our favs, if we be frighted 
ar the terrors of torment there, where 
everlaſting joys 'do anſwer every! ffious 
mans: expectations, who looks an.the 
| Dpenge: ;of his departing. Soul, 'butias-rthe 
b:2- < b: 094 YL ' MO 
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Dib-night Tyougyts. © radre 
momentary touch of a ſharp Lancet, _. 
that makes him bleed for future health ; : 
So that men prepar'd for Heaven, may - 
change the terrible aſpect of a griſly 
Death into a Divine Angelical form, 'fit 
ro be courted with a moſt hearty wel- 
come, who is ſent by God to conduCtus 
unto 'Him, where every wiſe man 
defires tobe; and this is 4 great mark of 
the Holy Ghoft on the hearts of. men, to 
bring ſinners to ſuch an Evangelical feliz 
city, to live ſoin Gods favour, as to re- 
joyce to ride on Deaths Chariot in Tri- 
umph into Heaven. 
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Pious' man is never alone when moſt 

alone ;but then takes more delight 
in his approaches to God,then this World 
can aftord the greateſt Epicure; for his 
devout heartis everon the wing towards 
the Throne of mercy; from whence his 
Soul is filled with Divine comforts be- 
yond expreſſion, for God never fails to 
entertain a ſincere Soul with high cenſor 
lations. 
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X X 7 Arch thy firſt waking thoughts 
Y Y which will declare thy Soul unto 
thy ſelf ; whether Carnally minded, or 
Spirituallized! for then is thy fancy freſh, 
unclogg'd with Worldly affairs, and then 
the time to blow up thy flaming grati- 
tude to God, in ſome proportion to- 
wards what thou haſt received from Him 
in mercies, and in bleſſings, (though 
ſhort in point of merit,) yet ſuch holy 
Kimes, ſuch pious ambitious conteſts , 
God allows of, and is well pleaſed to ſee 
ſuch uſe made of his grace, by ſuch Di- 
vine emulations in the hearts of men, 
who do endeavour to raiſe up their gra- 
ritude in competition with his benefits : 
But this muſt be in fuch humble Addreſles, 
as doth become Duſt and Aſhes, who 
can do nothing of our ſelves, (that is 
good) nor think beyond what we receive, 
. and muſt thank God for the thanks we give 
him; For it is the Holy Ghoſt that excites, 
and enables ns to ſuch a frequent and free 
converſation with our Great Alaker ; by 
which elevated zeal, and ſincere affeCti- 
'on in our daily acknowledgments, we 
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ſhew, 


fhew, that we have ſome taſte of that 

Joy, and ſome glimpſe of that glory heres 
' which we expeCt in Heayen; andis ſome 
5 | Tcftimony, that we have not received 
the grace of God altogether in vain. For 
T i 10 Man can give effettual thanks to God for 
» | his mercies, until he find ſome. aſſurance 
1 | of his reconciliation by the. Bloyd of Feſns 
Chriſt, which is the Fountain of all mer, 
cies, and the great argument for our 
gratitude to the Father of mercics, who- 
forgives tranſgreſſions to raiſe our gra- 
titude to Love. 8 
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A J Hoeyer has ſo much Faith, as to 

: V create true notions of the Ho. 

ly Trinity, and Gods eternal habitation 

» | of Glory, and Bliſs in Heaven; where 

| he believes that Chriſt has purchaſed 

* | places forall penitent reconciled ſinners 
that man cannot chuſe but wiſh, and in- 
deavour to be one of that bleſſed num- 
ber ſo redeemed from Hell, and raiſed' 

| toeverlaſting Glory on Chriſts account: 

Z But how te attain unto this felicity, and 

' find in our hearts that we haveattai- 

z nedit, is ourgreateſt work in _— 
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” 88 BVidnight Thoughts. 

F and our moſt joyful entertainment here, 
| which is a pre-poſſeſſion of Heaven, as 
much' as our frail nature is capable of 
with the Divine aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt; So then, we muſt obſerve if our 
hearts are become ſo Regenerate, as to 
find more pleaſure in our approaches to 
God, and oyr devout converſation with 
Him, then all the fruitions this world 
can afford us; for then we ſhall find any/n- 
wWerd dependance on God in our own hearts, 
feich as will guide us by his Divine guiding 
Zxghr, unto the means and methods of 
attaining our wiſhed ſalvation, and with- 
in a little time cextainly grow to a much 
more habitual delight in Piety, then our 
forſaken ſins formerly were; and will 
hold our hearts up to Heaven, everrea- 
dy to enter in, when. Death comes to 
conduct us thither ; and it will be great 
Joy to paſs the pangs of a Neath-bed,and 
terrors of the Grave, with an aſſurance 
that our Souls ſhall be with God, the 
moment that wedepart from this World, 
if we live Righteouſlly in ic. 
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y we give our whole hearts to God;*- 
wherever we are, whatever we do, 


a6 our minds will be fixed on Him (the only” 
h | Centre of our Souls intrinfick happineſs): ' 
4 'ris like a -man forced from his beloved 
companion , by ſome. great affair ; he» 

diſpatches it quickly, and with ſpeed re- 
turns where he left his heart; And thus * 
we may try our hearty Love to God. Buy * 
when trivial objeCts,and vain-diverſions, - 
doeaſily withdraw us from his converſe, - 

and then detain us whole days in idle> 

neſs, ſo as to afford God bur ſome few * 
moments, for our morning, and evening . 
Sacrifices ; we - may reckon -that our ' 
| Lovebearstheſame proportion with the : 
| || timeſpentin his ſervice: we may alſe » 
find on a ſtrict ſearch, that weare miſ-  *? 
taken in the Danation' of our hearts to *. 3 
God, by keeping of a ſmall corner of our * 7 
hearrs in reſerve for diverſions, only to + 2 
gratific ſome fair-faced appetites, whidh ' 
do inſenſibly rob the major part, until | 
that corner have ingroſſed the whole * 
heart z by which we fool our ſelves, to » 
think our All-ſeeing God will be mocked | © 
| ; D.3; with. } 
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with ſuch thin Vizards on our hearts. 
Take heed therefore of idle diverſions, and 
pray for grace to become Regenerate, to 
ſet thy heart on things above, which be- 
gets-truc Love to God; with Bleſſedneſs 


; Here, and for ever; which eternity can 


never be too much thought on, nor the 


Lord who diſpoſes of Eternity, be too 


much loved, or too much feared; and 
if when welye down to ſleep, we could 
but learn to think that we might wake 
in- the other World; we ſhould labour 
to- live cloſe up to God, ſo that Satan 
may find no time, to come between to tempt ;. 
and then ſuch reconciled ſinners would 
diſcern their converſion to be a ſure 
Teſtimony of God's mercy, and the Spi- 


- Tit of Faith fixing the foundation of true 


Piety, by which we muſt aſcend, as the 
firſt ſtep of that Ladder towards Heaven. 


XX VIII. 


F* is a ſtupendious thing, tothink how 
; our corrupt Duſt and Aſhes, may be- 


- exalted, when the Spirit of God is at work. 


3n. the heart of man, when a great ſinner 
is cleanſed from his pollutions, and all 
his paſt-tranſpreflionsare ſo wiped off by 

| the. 
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© Piw-nlxht Thoughts: ol 
the Holy Ghoſt, in the receiving ofthe 
Sacrament, that he finds Chriſt born with-' 
in him, and his Soul filled with a new 
kind of Divine tranſports, which raiſe 
him in Meditations up-to Heaven, by 
ſuch devout Addreſſes, as grow higher- 
and higher in ambitious zeal to be near _ 
God, until he obtain to be owned an 
Adopted Son, and while he remains 
on Earth, by Faith to ſhare with Angels- 
in ſome degree of Heavenly joy, and to. * 
perceive ſome beams of their- Glory, # 
which he ſhall participate of at the Re- 
ſurreftion; and until then, be here 7 
feaſted with ſuch devout Celeſtial de-- 2 
lights, 4s will give him. an aſſurance that 7 
theſe are the marks of his Elefion, to com. ©; 
fort, andto fix his heart on God, whoWwill 
guide his Soul through his Pilgrimage 4 
.on Earth ( full of ſtorms, and c 53 
more danzerous) untill He brings himuns -: 
to his Glory ; For if we believe it tobe: 
Goſpel-truth, that our bodies are capa -: £ 
ble to become the Temples of the Holy ©? 
Ghoſt dwelling in us , we muſt al[o beli F 
that He will manifeſt Himſelf fo as we ſhall” 4 
diſcern his being in us, by ſuch a Divine 3 
Life, with ſuch extaſies of joy, as no 
Soul can reach without his aſſiſtance ;: % 
which: > 


RH which if we Nractiſe to ie: 1 we ſhalt- 
-- find will prove to be our greateſt conſo-- 
lation that the heart of man can have. 
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Y E talk of Death, as we do of 

| VW Eating, Drinking , and SJeep- 
ing; and do flatter our-ſelves too much, 
by thinking we are as. ready . for the 
Grave, without a full conſideration, 
+ - how nice, and. great. a preparation is 
fit for our. appearance at the ReſurreCti- 
- on;- when our wholo Lives here, ſpent in - 
the ſervice of God, is not too high a price 
. for the Crown of Glory we then expect; 
And yet few men do afford the hundred 
”  parteof their time, to become capable 
 ta-receive that. incſtimable Purchaſe, 
E which Chriſt has made for us by his-bloud- 
ſhed. And nothing is more ſtrange, then 
I ; that we ſhould: ſo much forget what we 
- are always a doing, (which is dying) and 
bs God's great mercy to. free our Souls 
From the Dungeon of this World, to fix 
= tb em..in. his Etcrnal Bliſs, 
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OD.ſces our firſt intentional apy 

proches towards Heaven,ſo that we _- 
cannot make more haſt in our Addreſſes + 
unto. Him, then He makes to meet and 
welcom our ſincere devotions, with Rap- 
tures, and Extaſies of joy, to.encourage, 
and guide our frail nature. to love, and 
ſerve Him above the World; that can in 
no degree afford ſo high delights as our 
Souls find, when our whole hearts are 
offered up to Him in daily Sacrins, 2 
While that oy flame laſts. > a 
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Ur greateſt concern, is: to five 4 
Righteouſly, as to.be ever racy 

ro die z which no man can think oft 
often, 1ior prepare to much for, if he con- | L. 
ſiders that every: moment advances to-- 
wards the Grave, through which "we. 
muſt paſs to Erernal joy, 'or Erern L 
miſery ; and isan argument enough, ne 
to miſpend our time, but Day avd Ni by is” 
call on God, for his Divine guiding Light. 
te ſhew ns, the way to Him. F 
XXXIE. | a 
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I GP is ſo like Death; that it is no 
CF wonder if we Dream often that we 
are amongſt the dead; for though we 
are not now viſited by Viſions as of old! 
yet ſuch frequent converſation with dead 
| friends when we Sleep, may be looked 
 . onas kind notions from above, togive 
-. us ſome refleftions on the Grave, to- 
; wards which wedo walk as faſt in our 
” Sleep, as when we are awake, (o that 
- Weoughtto imploy more of our thoughts 
- On every minute- that ſo haſtson to vur 
þ Eternity, then men generally do; and 
= by ſuch Dreams we may learn to cons 
verſe Day and Night with God in our 
2 le Addreſſes, to make vs fit com- 
pany for” His departed Sainis when we 
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pt ; , 
EFF wecould attain to as great Faith, as 
& the firſt Martyrs had, we might have 
as much felicity in Picty as they hagy.. 
© who rejoyccd: ſo much to leave' this 
World ,. that no torments could deret* 
br "£4 $3 Iv them- 
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And if we could raiſe our Souls to fancy 
the Glory of Heaven: as they did, we * 
ſhould believe that nothing there, is ſa 
dirty as our brighteſt Diamonds, where 2? 
the beauty of Holineſs by Faith, as by 
reflection, does Eclipſe all the beauty, 7 
wealth, honour, and glory of this Worlds 7 
in the hearts of ſuch as are become Re- 
generate., And if our Souls were ſo ſan- 
Ctified, and advanced in Divine Love, as 
thoſe Bleſſed Martyrs were, we ſhould 2: 
admit no Rivals with God in our hearts, = 
where He delights to Reign alone. And' 2 
then, we ſhould find our God every where * 
with us, carefully providing for all our _ 3 
wants, and ſupplying all our defefts, as * 
if He attended on us Duſt and Aſhes, with" - - 
his Providence to guard us while we :; 
ſleep, and to watch if our firſt waking * 
thoughts be ſet on Him, and to expect; 
them as his due, and his delight ;. asif 3 
the Almighty courted us for favours,. = 
more then we do him for his mergies, = 
and his bleſſings ; and when our Souls be- 
come- thus enlightned by his Divine ® 
| Rays from Heaven, we ſpall find: ony.-: 
hearts. ſo full of Him, that a Wilderneſs, 
« Priſon, or « Dungeon will ſcew # Thront 3 
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' and will be 

=. we'ſhall know no joy like having God 
ever in our ſight, with hearts fixed on 
' ourEternal Bliſs already thus begun, 


XXXIV. : 
F we conſider the extent of Mira- 
cles, thoſe we call the greateſt, are 
but as wonderful as the ſmalleſt, for 


every thing we (ce, all we think, every. 


motion that anſwers to our thoughts in 
every part of our ſelves is Miraculous, (as 
to Duſt and Aſhes) and ſo in the Tame 
Ballance, we may weigh our Birth, and 
Diſſolution, and Reſurrection to'be e- 
qually Miraculous, Butif we conſult our 
own conſciences, and throughly examine 
our own hearts, we may be confirmed in 
& the bclicf that there is no higher Mira- 
> cle, then when the Holy Ghoſt turns the 
E hearts of men from their'long habitual, 
> jdofized, carnal appetites, intoa Spiritual 
© affeftion towards God, with ſuch Hea- 
yenly tranſports as do create the peace 
- of conſcience, with ſuch a ſettled joy in 
God's ſervioe, as will accompany our, 
Souls from hence to Heaven; which 
Spiritual ReſurreRion from fin, = 
&-y s 
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our *Heaven here ; 'and then 
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God'eworkm'us; isa'fire mark of ont 
Adoption, and by this Miracle of mer- 
cy ro become thusRegerierdte, we may 
accountit the higkeft * becauſe of kigheb 


concerto us, ts be ſo raifed from Hel, 


ro Heaven; (And a prearer Miracle co 


confirm the Chriftian Doctrine, no man * 


needs to ſeek after, then what he may 
thus find iy himſelf, if thas ſet by the 
Holy Ghoſt! and thus'exalted from Re- 
probate Duſt, ro be the Adopted Son of 
God, we 


XXXV. 


Pu is the beſt policy, becaufe by it 
Yy we obrain all rhat rhe hearr af mart 
can wiſh in this World, and the next, 
whicts every Pious man'haga great pro- 
portion of here, and the Foolonly thinks 
he can mock God, or flatter Him; whife 
he does only deceive himſelf, in hoping 


ro ſerve God, and the Devil atoncex to © 2 


farisfie vicious natural apperites; and en- 


joy Spiritual felicities at the fame'time;- 


as if the way to Heaven-were thr 
Hell z Burif we do-doubt whether Eter= 
nal happineſs, is preferable before fhorr 


y fruition og Earth, we may enquire of 4 Vo- - 
E luptuons + 
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 Couſcience is 4 more confiant delight, then 
the greate# AMomentary gratifications of | 
fleſh aud blond. For when he is ſo called * 
Q an aflurance of his Sonſhip, by: his 
. Spiritual comforts from the Holy Ghoſs 
within him, and ſuch tranſports as do { 
afford Heavenly joys, with ſome glimps - 
of that Glory, which he ſhall participate / 
of at the Reſureciony He wilt perccive 
it is the ſame gift of God, beyond .ha- 
mane acquiſition ; ſo that mans beſt po- ill; 
licy is to lead a pious Life, which will 
fully ſatisfic all his ambitions, and an- * 
' (wer the higheſt affeCtions his heart can * 
fancy, by having, God ſo, by whom he 
all that is in Heaven, and in Earth. 
And whoever Ged dees thus give him- 
felf to, will find that ke -has Him, and 
will perceive this is his Spiritual Adop- | 
. tion, . to incourage and ineble him tolive Wl. 
-  . Righteouſly all his days in more honour, il 
p.- Glory, wealth, and felicity, then all the WW 
IE ires of this World can afford without 
Tod: ſo. that Piety is. the beſt policy 
to cftabliſh our happineſs in this World ' 
andthe next: - 4 v7» | 


XKxv1, 7 


XXXVL 


re can be 'no comfort in this 
World , beyond -an aſſurance of 
ſins forgiven, with a full reconciliation 
to God; and ao man can have ſurgr 
marks of his Etetion, then to find his 
* Former contempt of God, turned into 
' _ Divine Love of tim, wirh rhe Holy Ghoſt 
converting the Hell that was in his beart, 
ies. 4 Paradice þ his' habitation there ; 
which is an infaltible earneſt of Glory; far 
when God gives us grace to will,, and to 
do his will, &y the power of his Spirit, we 
ſhall wane no comforts here, 'and wp 
filled with holy courage, and a. joytÞ 
Faith to turn the rerrors of the HIP 
to a delightfut defire to be with $7 
which is a Righteous mans Semen con- 
ſolation. 


1 


XXR VII. 


{ plrl.” out [ » ” 


vine Love, do obſerve how the E 


; Ghoſt works in his heart, at thetin 
+ , His ſincere vigorous Addreſſes to 
: Throne of mercy ; He will: find that his 


F a Regenerate man, bleſſed with Dl- | I 
of : 
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delight in the ſervice of God, does in- 
creaſe with his devotion, and that his de- 
. votion 1s raiſed. by that delight ; ſo.that 
his Soul. by cuſtom in ſuch approaches, 
does grow higher and higher,by {> joyful 
a confidence in God's favour, thar'no al- 
Jurements candivert hisLove, nor ſtorms 
ſhake that truſt on which his peace of 
conſcience is ſurely founded here, and 
his ſalvation at.the ReſurreQion. as ſures 
Yet care muſt be bad that ſugh Elevations 
of the. Soul; way not grow bezond. thoſe 
Goſpel Rules ſet us to follow ; Sothat the 
felicity of picty may be ſometimes allay- 
ed by humble _recolleflious of our own wn- 
worthineſs, (when at beſt) leſt Spiritual 
pride do puff up our. hearts with» ſuch 
Scraphick joys, as. uſe to. riſe from ſuch 
extaſies. in devotion;. (ſo asto think) if 
Angels inthe preſence of Gad, do rejayce 
at the converſion ofa ſinner, what joy 
may that ſinner have, above thoſe An 
gels? who is ſo much more concerned 
then they are, when he finds himſelf 
ſnatched up from the brink of Hell, and 
Þbecame as an Angel in Heaven, before he 
arrives there ; Which is a kind of Epicu- 
mm in devation, and may be too much. 
andulgec, if not acknowledged from 
: whence. 
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- "tis not our frequent prayers, mov. 


» {FT 7 
whenoe it comes, with-gratitude for {0 = 
great Tbenefit received, * Ex 

Hriſt gave us a ſure Rule to know;. 
Ji and to fhew our Love 'to -GoQ 
which is' (to obey his: Commandments) und 
nor to _—— like our: gen 
tures, with paſſionate words, , of 
tears, or joys, but by the ſmcerity of our 
thoughts, ' and attions, to fhew our obe« 
dience berter then by wehement extaſies it 
devotion; though ſuch exterior declara- 
tiows wen art, ao _— _— 
they ecerve us with flattering Hopes 
of oor bing betrer then wor we FY Fo 
: rearing 
the Word preached with delight, wer ve-- 
ceiving the Holy Sacrament with an eleve# . 
red Faith, that- ſally expreſſes, or denotes: 
ſuch Love to God, as He expetts from wit. 
but it is our ntrnoft endeavours mn all fe 
denials, towari's an uniferm obedience to all 
his known Commanimenty, an Evangeli--- 
' cal ſincerity in the duty, required, that” 
manifeſts our I.ove to Ged, and: is mull 
acceprable to Hr; for thhugh our pe- 
formancesdo proveahore of our Dovith;. 
ay & TE: God 


" God ſees our i 
that ; our roy towards obedience, is. 
very acceptable with God. 


- XXXIX. 


04 ven our frailties, and "aa 


| that no mans fancy can reach the 


fil Divine-Lave,. but his, who «5 


_ with.it from: Him; nor can that 
by.words expreſs. thoſe joys that his 
tranſported. Soul. finds, in ſuch welcoms 


as God affords in his Divine endearments - 


to, his-rruc-Lover,. by: ſuch . Celeſtial 

es, as do make him forget that 
he: dwells. on Earth, . while. that bright 
flame of. his Devotion laſts;. and on his 


returfrom Heaven, while. the thoughts | 


of: that- Bleſſed Addreſs. remains, it 
ieves. him. to find that. he is ſtill on 
th, ſo. that. his -body- cannet mount 


upwards with his-Soul, to the Throne of- 


Glory, and fix there together. . 
| XL.. 


w. weak.is our Faith, in the mat- 


* terof Death ;. and how. ſtrong the | 
krailty of. our nature, #44: makes. ws fear | 


and eſteems us for - 
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t0:g0, where we deſire to be ? So to create- * 
terrors in the paſigge,”when there is real- 
ly none, or if any, they are ſuch ascan- 
not: be.ayoided.: how vain-then-is icto - 
raiſe: melancholly-Clouds to Eclipſe: the 
Glory, and dull the joy we arc entring_ 
into, the moment that we Die 


XL1-. 


FJReat converted + ſinners ought fre- 
*J. quently to- conſider. the wonderful 
goodneſs of God, for his double mercies, 
whodoes not only forgive: all paſt tranſ- 
greſſions; on our reconciliation ; but on - 
our future obedience,our Faith, Love, and 
gratitude; He-rewards ſuch great ſinners : 
with' grace to obtain Eternal Bliſs ;- eaſie 
conditions to be admitted by Gaps im- 
menſe goodneſs . unto this purchaſe of 
mercy,;, and reward on- Chriſts account. 
Which grace we. muſt_ improve by riſing 
ſtill. higher. and higher in God's favour - 
for the ſuture ;..and then we ſhall havea 
double. joy in all ſuch: fruitions, and di- 
verſions, as we may.own in God's ſight - / 
here, and atthe Yay of Judgment, and ' '- 
may now thank him for ; with hearts - 
full of purity, and ſuch bright ſhining in» - 7 
nocence, as God delights in,. , _— 
XLII, _ 3 


ALT: 


Od s Spirit 1s never abjem For theſe 


that ſeek him fincerely , and who- 
ever obſerves it, will find ttfo. 

God Loves a Souls whiteneſs, that flies 
all approaches towards fm, with deteFt ation. 
When God delivers a penitent ſinner 
from the ſlavery of Satan, to reJoyce 'n 
the. freedom of his ſervice, it is to 


- him a glimpſe. of Heaven, to invite him: 


thirher. 


X L111. 


feaſt, and a great blefling, ſo 'ris 
a 7 dangerous thiug to be'over-murch de- 
lighred with - our beft duties, (though 
peace bein them) ir it we ſhouſd forger 
from whence all ot performances do 
eome ; and ſo undifcerred!y attribute 


holineſs to our ſelves, *hich is God's 


peculiar gifr. There, ought alſo great 
care to be haJ, that webe not miſtaken, 


tp think we do en joy true peace of con- 


fcience, when we haye it nat ; and that 
We hy not flatter and abuſe onr own 
. hearts, 


| Sa good conſtrence js a-continual 
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_hearces, wich ſome things of fancy; like 


more holineſs chen we haves and ſo be- 
tieve our vows, and-defires to Piery, are 


. effeCtual performed, before our ations 


do. juſtific thoſe good reſolutions, and 
ſelf-denials, to avoid ſuch ſnares, as /ie 
concealed nnder innecent diverſions ; left 
we fall, when we think our ſelves moſt 
ſafe; Sothat a Proms man is to be as Care- 
ful how to manage tut Pitty, as a ſuner is 
to.oltain «. | 


XLIV: 


Hen we are aſſaulted by any 
cemptations.to-ſin, we may re- 
collect our thoughts thus ſhall I, for 
this moment of ſenſuality, part withmy 
intereſt iaGod? ſhall I quit my Sonfhip, 
now I am xeconciled z and my Title-t0 
an Eternal. Crown of Glory in Heaves, 
$0 /atisfie my vitious fancy, aud 4few me- 
anerrary appetites 0n Earth ?. and now 
caſt olf che felicity, and ſecurity 1 have 
by peace of conſcience, while 4 Love, 
fear, and ſerve God,. and by my truſting 
Faith in Chriſt, do ſtand faſt fixed above 


the reach of malice, and all the ſtorms - 


this World can raiſe 2 Shall I depart fram 
- | this. 


Þ 
x 
Po 


-— aotht @ | 

-. - this Regencrate hace ſo full of Blefſed- 
nefs. to become a trembling Coward, 
.frightned ar every ſhadow of every evil 
thar approaches me ;and ſabecome juſt- 
ty ecrrified with the horrour of adefpair- 
ing Soul, when Death approaches, which 
May be this minute, to ftep into thar 
Eternal woe, denounced againſt the fin 


F am tempted to commit? Such refle- = , 


_ Gtions, with ſuch ſincere prayers asfuch 
Meditations will ſuggeſt, are furdy 
good guards to defend and free us from 
the danger of yielding to any tempta- 
tions to fin. | 


| X Ly. 


| A True penitent ſinner, whoſe heart 
;£ I. * touched: (by grace from Hea- 
wen) with remorſe for his wicked life, 
and a fence of God's many merciesto 
Himz -(Herepents) and recofftefts, to the 
beſt of his memory, all rhe anal, and 
mental rranſgreffions of his whote life ; 
and offers them up to God m confeſſion, 
| _ withan humble ſincere conrtrition ; and 
: Takes new vows for an mniverſal clean- 
' "ſing from all iniquiries, with a toral reſig- 

nates of himſelf, So end brey, in a fo 
"4% obeas> 
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| obedjente ninte all. t he Goſpel Laws for 


RK with boly vigour, and his urmoſt endea« 
Y - rours- to walk after his Saviours ſteps, 
ſubmitting his will, to God's will inall 
things;: whoſe favour he'now feeks with 
© great hungeringand thirſting affeftion, 
'that God in mercy hascanceiled all rhe 


- 44 Records of his leng negle&ts, and inſo- 


lent repeated/ſins; ſo as to:remember 


' themno more: and alſo by his Divine- 


power does raiſe;this Penitent :04 Spi- 
retwal Reſurre@&ion from fin, to grace, and 


futare. Thuis;. this Penitent- fers himfels 


ſo: fills his contented, converted ' heatt E 4 


with frequent comforts, and fuch ef/t- 
rance of his Adoption, 4s to enconrage hin 


ro perform this new Covenant anto the end A 


of his Life. | o” 

By which infinite mercy, aod grace; 
this Penitent docs become ſo 
as ts perceive the Spirit of God: at © work 
within his, raiſing his Soul to-ſuch a Sa- 
cred Love of his: great Maker , 'as'to 
think all time miſpent,. that: is noe inv- 
ployed in graticade to God; for his:di- 


verance from Hell, and his Promorion -_-: 


towards Heaven; of which:Glory, he 
3 has now ſomeproſpect;, and fromhence, - . 
- he grows. higher in- Gods faygur, _ 
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his holy” ambicioasdo increate, defiring 
tobe always in his Creators fight, and 
aiming at a Favourites Sons place in the 
Court of Heaven ; Thus by degrees his 
Soul becomes {> elevated, and' rran( 
ported with thefe Celeſtial honours, thac 
he contemnrs the Empires of this World, 
with all the gliſtering objects here be- 
low, as unworthy to divert his thoughts 
en ſuch perifhing trifles as he did admire, 
before:ms heart was fixed above 'on his 
Eccrnal Bliſs; which now fills his; 'Soul 
with ſucty continual joyful exrafjes in 
Devotion, that he is ſometimes frighted 


* at the joy he feels, left he may»embrace 


peeſumptuous Enthufiaſins,, - by fach 
high-coaſolations as his Soul delights in, 


' when his Meditations, and Addreſles: do 


aſcend in; ſuch bright: flaming zeal unto 
the Ehrene of Mercy';. Bur when he:con- 
Gders that God, (who ſees his ſincerity 
rhrough his heart) will not rezect ſuch 
ſincere Sacrifices z He rhen hopes that 
theſe joys#do ariſe ſromthe Emanation of 


the Hely Ghoſt, 10 let him-ſce how God 


receives, and! welcoms a whole heart 
offer d up to Rim; with ſuch; Divive 


- Lights as Earthly Souls camneizher ſee, 


nox comprehend ;. and by. this. 48 of 


# e:.1 Bliſs, 
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Bliſs, and by this beam of Glory heye,he > 
Judges how much greater he ſhall have * 
in Heaven! And thus, upon a full ſearch 
of his whole heart throughout,-this Pe- 
nitent now finds with great felicity, that 
God is pleaſed to dwell 'in his hearr, 
where Satan did ſo long triumph: until 
theſe new tranſports for his Celeſtial 
Bliſs have quite extinguiſhed thoſe dim. 
ſhadows of delight that formerly miſled- . . -? 
him to negle& his God, with;a-ſeriou# > 
thought of Heaven, or Helf; or the leaſt > 
, Concern for his Ecernity; until his Sou © 
was thus raiſed above the reach of his _., 
* 1niquities, by his converfing day anq 
- } night in Heaven. And thus the Soul of 
| this new Convert, is careſſed with bright 
+ Seraphick joys, by Grace ſo fixed, and ſo 
; enlightned from above, that his inward 
dependance on God, is his continual -+ * 
conſolation, and ſupport ; full of ſuch +3 
# high comforts, as he muſt think 4o pro= .* 
t 3 ceed from the Holy GhoF#t, to farniſh this 
f his new Temple with ſufficient Grace, where 
d lf be now intends to dwell. And by all theſe 
it 3} Bleſſed gaiding Lights, this Penitent is in- 
we 2 vited to live ſuch a Righteous Life, as' 
wilt give him an humble aſſurance ta 
truſt, and-rejoyce in his reconciliation; - - 
with 
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ih a ſettled Faith that he ſhall ſee the 
face of God, in the face of Death, the 
moment that he dies ; his Soul ſhall be 
with Chriſt, where his departed Saints 
abide, until the Reſurrection. 


XLVI. 


E need no better Argument for 
[ God's Love to us, then our Love 
of Him; which is the higheſt work of 
his Grace planted in our hearts, by which 
. only we are enlightned to know how to 
fore, and ſerve God as we ought; that 
we Tnay be capable to enter into his 
Eternal Glory, prepared for his Lovers, 


X LV1I. 


C 4 Prager. ] 


Ord Jeſus, I beſeech thee forgive my 

tranſgreſſions, and now ſend down 
thy Holy Spirit to cleanſe my heart from 
all impuricies, and then dwell.there, to 
guide my Meditations, and Prayers 
aright, with ſuch fervent Zeal, as will 
encreaſe my Fah 1, My Love, and truſt | 
in thee my GodF DW I may know »o 
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joy on Earth, like my approaches to thy © 
Throne ; and from thence tmpower me 2 
fo to practiſe thcſe great Leſſons I have 
writ, as to live with holy courage, ever 
ready to die, and fit to appear ar thy 
Tribunal, on the great day of Judgment, 
with ſuch reconciled Sinners as by thy 
infinite mercy are become the Sons of 
God.. Lord, I beſeech thce let my heart 
be now ſo filled with Divine cranſporting 
thoughts of Thee, and thy Salvation, as 
- to [cave no place for Satan there; that 
my enlightned Soul may be ever on the 
wing, haſting towaras that Eternal Bliſs, 
which Thou haſt purchaſed for me at ſo 
high a rate! And though my Zeal (ſup- 

orted by thy Grace) do now cncreaſe; 
et me never think my (elf near enough 
to Heaven, till I' am there. For now 1 
find that no repulſes will make Satan 
quit the Field, nor my Rebellious.Sences 
to. obey, that I may gain a-perfe&t 
* Victory, beyond the reach of a ſurprize x 
nor: can I alone maintain this Chriſtian 

-Warfare, without Thy ſtrong ſupplics 
from Heaven; for which I daily pray, 
and by which I ſhall at laft ſubdue the 
World, and my own heart, with all the 
Powers of Hell, and Dtath together: 
F 3 Then. 
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{ Then from the Grave, in Triumph riſe 
> with thee, my God, and thy departed 
Saints, to my Eternal Reſt, in thy Cele- 
ftial Glory, 


XLVIII. 


He uncertain, certain time of death, 

' & was by Divine Providence concea- 
led from Mankind, to make us live ever 
. ready for that great concern, which ſets 
*. - #Pptrind to onr Mortality, the ſame moment 
i. 0" Which our” Immortality depends ſor 
" Frernal joy, or miſery ; yet this known © 
& -. truth, by all believed, is by our perverſe 
L_*- -nature ſo much neglected, as if not be- 
= Tieved, or asif by our wiſdom and care, 
z-", Wecould foreſee, or prevent the moment 
: © of our Diſſolution, contrary to God's de- 
>>. Cree: by which blind contradiction, few 
* mendo prepare for their Paſs to Heaven, 
>. until too late; and ſo become wilfully 
z. - furprized by an Enemy we might ſubdue, 
* If ready Armed, and well prepar'd for 
' the encounter; for 'tis we that make 
Death terrible, who is ſent in kindneſs to 
condutt unto everlaſting Bliſs, unleſs we by 
our Tmpiety, do compell him to lead ui the 
wrong way, into eternal Flames, A me 
N2 | acad- 
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dead-deſpairing ſinner, reviving from the - ©” 
Jaws of the Grave, can belt deſcribe its * 7? 
terrors, and beſt judge of the felicity to £7 
become fit to die, when next ſummoned. - :2 
to ſtep into his Eternity. F 


XLIX. - 


Hough we cannot gueſs at the glo< i} 
rious Eſſence of God,. nor fancy _ 7 
what Heaven is; nor can tell whether *.: 
the Joy, or Glory there be greateſt, nor **; 
oy do know any thing whereby. we may ex. ' 3 
preſs either of them ; yet by our Faith += 
in all Goſpel-truths, God does ſo enlighten, - - 
and encourate theſe Souls that are wholly * + 
devoted to love, and ſerve hins, and that © 
approach his preſence with- fach humble 
Zeal, and ſmcere Awe, as is due to His 
Almightineſs! that He ſametimes deſcends 
into the hearts of ſuch men, and ſpiritually *."; 
dwells there, as ia his own Temple; and - 
fometimes raifes the Souls of men, with © * 
ſuch high tranſposts of Sacred Love to ' 3 
Him, that they are filled with Holy Air, -: 
or ſomething 'namelefs, ſo Divine for joy 
_ and glory, while that Seraphick flame 
- - doth laſt; it looks like Raptures; and ' Z 
holy Extaſies, ſent from Heaven toinvite / 
F=- 2 E2$-.- 
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men thither, by ſhewing them ſo vaſt a 
difference of delight, berween Heaven, 
and Earthly fruitions ; ſo to encourage 
ps to expell all carnal Vapours, when 
ever they ariſe to interpoſe, that or bing 
may Eclipſe that Divine Light from ſhining 
0n #6, by which God gives ws grace to endea- 
wour with all our power to raiſe up our 
hearts to Him, as often and as high as our 
clogged Souls can mount with ſuch a 


weight of fleſh and bloud about them:” 


But when the Holy Ghoſt lends wings to 
a Divine Lovers heart'in his devotions, 
nothing can hinder his Souls aſcent to 
Heaven! and by Faith to raiſe his fancy 
to ſuch a joyful converſation with God, 
as will enrich his mind with chearful 
thoughts the whole day after, 


L, 


F the felicity of Piety were as generally 
known, as it is deſpiſed, there would be 
wore Saints, then Reprobates ow Earth : 


But, as it is Satans chief work to amuſe, 


and abuſe our frail natures, with preſent 
fruitions of fallacious delights that laſt 


':not: ſo jt muſt be our buſineſs to get 
| better Guides, that we may find our way 
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to Heaven, in ſpight of His diverſions; 


$; 
which the Pious man finds in a conſtant 
converſation wi:h God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, in his -fiacere 
| Meditations and Prayers ; when They 
| are all at work within him, raiſing his 
Soul to ſuch a Divine felicity, that he 
has no room for ſuch contemptible de- 
lights as carnal fancies can ſuggeſt to 
divert him : for his pious Life keeps him 
as much above all the fading gaieties of 
| this World, as the Reprobate is enſlaved ta 
them: Andif it were poſſible to make a 
voluptuous Epicure ſee, and reliſh thoſe 
continual joys, which true peace of con=. - 
| ſcience affords to a Regenerate man, it * 
| might wean him from his miſtaken mo- 
' mentary happineſs; while the Pious mans 
felicity, is founded .0n a ſure Rock that 
reaches up to Heaven, and ſhews him ſuch 
a aightfal proſpett of his Eternal Intereſt 
there, as gives him 4 holy conrage to out- 
| face Death, when he chearfully ſubmits 
unto his ſummons to the Graye, as the 
only Gate to Heayen, 
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- = great felicity of true Piety, is only 
# known to the Regenerate man, become 
a Divine Lover, whoſe Soul is ever buſic 
in fervent Addreſſes to his Beloved, from 
wham he receives ſuch welcom, that 
his tranſported Soul forgets this World, 
while that bright flame burns within 
him ; which fills his heart with ſach 
tranſcending joys, in converſation with 
+ his Beloved, as can only be expreſſed, 
- when two ſuch Divine Rivals meet, with 
{- plcaſureto repeat the great favours that 
oth do daily receive from the glorious 
© bbje of their Love, and with ſuch An- 
Z. gelical affeftions to eachother, as doth { 
- raiſe their felicicies, by rhe holy *emula- | 
” tion theirunited hearts have to joyn in | 
”- a conftant Adoration of their Beloved, 
-- whoſe univerſal kindneſs does afford fo | 
preat pleaſure, and conſolation toall his 
true Lovers, that their joys increaſe by 
the number of newRirals ; which makes 
them invite all they can get, into their 
+ . Society ; and together ſing Hallelujabs 
-.- on Earth, until they be added unto thoſe 
- "Choirs of Angels, already in the Glory 
of God. - | | LIL 
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E all know that we are every 


moment dying, and that Death 6. 


is but the laſt puff of breath ; «nd though. ' ©} 


nothing elſe be worth the thinking on, no- 
thing 15 leſs thought on then Death, which- 
we can neither prevent , nar delay ; and 
ſhould therefore be made as caſie as we 
can, by a conſtant expectation of his ap» 
proach, ( becauſe ſurprizes are moſt tex- 
rible) which the Divine Lover is ever 
Armed for, and beſt knows how to baffle 
thar great Conqueror, by chearful em- 
braces as a welcom Friend, who comes 
to conduct him to his Souls joy in Hea- 


ven ; which holy Valour, God always © - 


provides his Lovers with, at their hour 
of death. 


LIIL. 


Divine Lover has ever in mind the + 

A. g/oriom Idea of his Beloved, and re— | 
members that he is always in His fights -$ 
' who doth obſerve all his looks, thoughts, - - 


words, and aCtions, how they do agree * 


with his profeſſed Love ; that is, if the *;} 
| | - whole ©. 
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3 whole man be reſigned up to ſtudy, and 
| to do the will of his Beluved, with a 
chearful heart, as the ſupreme delight, 
and fulleſt happineſs his Soul can with 
for here on Earth. This Vivine Lover 
does alfo take all the opportunities he 
can every day and night, by holy Medi- 
rations and Prayers: to approach the 
Throne of Mercy with a ſincere heart, ſo 
full of his Beloved, as to leave no room 
for ſin, or Worldly vanities to abide 
there, cither to divert, or clog his Soul, 
| awhenraiſed on the wings of fervent De- 
'Votion : And thus he ſpends his time, 
ever ſtriving to pleaſe, and as careful not 
to offend his Beloved, ſtill jealous leſt 
any undiſcerned Rival, ſhould in-ſome 
friendly diſguiſe ſteal into his heart, and 
claim a place there; ſo to deface that 
"Altar, and defame his daily ſacrificed 
heart, entirely offter'd up to his Beloved ; 
and every night lies down to Reſt with 
the ſame Zcal, and inward dependance 
on his Souls joy, with-a full aſſurance, 
that if he awake in the other World, he 
ſhall be with his Beloved there; from 
whence ſuch growing comforts do ariſe, 
as to confirm his. Adoption, and fix his 
Faith to live ſo Righteouſly, that he en- 
joys 


Bib-night Thounhts. 59 © 

. joys God in all his Creatures here, with: - 
great ſatisfaftion. Yet with holy cou- 
rage, iseyer ſoready to. die, that in ſpight 
of his natural averſion from the Gtave, 
he reſolves to rejoyce at his ſummons 
thither, where he ſtedfaſtly believes to 
cet his Beloved ready to raiſe him to 
his Eternal Glory. -For though the Hill 
we climb to Heaven, be fall of Thorns and 
Briars, we may gather Roſygs, and Lillies 
in our aſcent, to make it more eaſi:; if we 
do mind how our Celeſtial joys increaſe, 
as we arrive towards the laſt ſtep we 
make, to enter into that Glory. | 


So. — . 


Con mocks no man with a falſe Light, 
that begs his guiding Light ſincerely, 
with ſuch a dependance on Him, as ſhews 
a Faith capable to receive it, and to be 
led by it; ſoas toembrace, and welcom 
ſuch Divine operations, and comforts, as 
the Holy Ghoſt conveys with that Light 
ſo clearly into his Soul, that he muſt ſee 
it comes from God ; and which will 
raiſe his heart by this Light thus led, to 
find ſuch a ſpiritual Joyful cruſt, and 
confidence in his great Maker, that no 


ſtorms 4 


ſtorms can fright him, nor vain delights 
divert him from his conſtant courſe to- 
wards Heaven, nor ſhake his aſlurance 
of a bleſicd participation of God's Glory 
at the Reſurrettion. So that the greateſt 
fianer that can obtain Grace to repent, 
and forſake his ſins, ſo as to be thus led 


to live ever after in God's favour, will 


not fail co be received into God's boſom 


-* the moment that he dies, 


LV. 


T is too true that thou art fallen into 

diſgrace, and doſt deſerve it, (thus: ) 
Suppoſe thy heart to be a Royal Fort, en- 
truſted to thy keeping and defence, by 
' the King-of Kings, ( for ſoit is) and is 
beſieged by Satan, with an Hoſt of Giant 
fns, diſturbing thee with continual /aud 
Alarms, and frequent ſharp Aſſaults : yet 
by thy ſtrovg Guards within, ( from Hea- 
' yen ſent) «nd thy conftant vigilance, with 
holy Valonr thew bravely didſt repulſe this 
mighty Enemy, and haſt gain d many Vitto- 
ries; for which, thy King did promiſe 
to reward thy Virtues with a Crown of 
Glory. But by thy ſucceſs grown proud, 
and ſecurely confident of thy own con- 


duct, : 
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dudt, and miſtaken-power, thou didſt be. * 
come /o wegligent of thy 'Out-guaras, and 
ſo remiſs 6. 4 Ys that the ſabele Enemy 
was encouraged to'retary with Strata- 
gems, and did by his infinuating Spies, 
corrupt thy chef. Officers . who let'in a 
few Pi2mie ſins, (fly Focs) diſguis'd like 
ſmiling Friends, full of flattering allure- 
ments ; ſuch, as in ſhort time were by - 
thee admitted, and entertain'd,,and ſo 
far truſted, as to.get an opportunity to 
ſurprize thy Fort, and to lead thee in 
Sarans Chains towards his Eternal Dark- 
neſs. Thus the glory of all thy firſt YViito- 
ries, are by thy preſumption and ſupine * 
negligence, turned into reproach ; and 
| thy reward into a juſt pan:ſbment, for 
being ſo baffled by a Congquer'd Enemy : 
until by thy ſ«bmiſſton, and repentance, - 
thou be reſtored to favour, and deliver'd- 
from this Captivity, by a more powerful 
Conqueror, 


LVI. 0) 


| A? to bove God and fear Him, is cer= 

tainly to pleaſe him; ſo, to do-neuther, \. 

is as ſure to offend him: and on this, 

which we fo little r-gard, our preſent, 
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and Eternal happineſs depends. So that + 
we cannot be too watchful, that our own 
hearts do not deceive us; by thinking - 
that God only Reigns there, where his. 
Creatures have more Intereſt then Him- 
ſelf. But He is not to be mocked with 
outward ſhews, or formal Ceremonies; - -. 
He diſcerns our neglets, when our - 
Hearts are alienated from him in the leaft : * 
degree, andſces through all our diſs, E 
when wich burning Souls we adore- his /; 
Creatures Joyntly with Himſelf, if not ; 
before Him | who never will admit-of:>- ; 
ſuch Competicors, as thofe Idols of '6itr*: Wt 
ſetting up are 5 whom we worſhip, love, 
fear, and delight to converſe with mare .>« 
hours every day, then- we do afford” 
Him by which 'tis evident, that God-. -* 
has not our whole Rao and -doesnot +- 
Reign there. | | 


-4 


LYIL- 


= __ peace of conſcience which. is * 
»e rounded on the Felicity of piety, 1s. 
ſuch a Tn feaſt, full of ſuch SN 
Joys, as only the Regenerate man can fee 
by the Divine Love he finds his own heart” 
4 % with ſuch returns of gratitude or 
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God, as begets a kind of Raptures, and' 3} 
Extafies in Devotion, ſuch as do Invite ' 
and encourage him toadelightfiif fince. 
rity in all his Addrefles to his great Ma- 
ker 3 with whom he Converſes day and' 
night, where he ever-finds acceſs, and: 
high returns of grace from God. 


LVL 


Particnler folſ-denial of ſome dar- 
ling fin, may ſhew a good inclination'  * 
ro Piety, but1s notthe ectionoof that ._ 
Duty, which muft be univerſal co all that 
. . God forbids; and not only to forbear . 
1- aftual tranſpreſſions for-a time, but for ©: 
ever: elſe we fortifie in vain, by leaving. *2 
Ez ſuch gaps open, as will invire the Enemy © 
E- £0 re-enter ; by which we alſo hold upa 
& dangerons Treaty, and commerce with. *5 
- Foes that ever ftudy to deſtroy thoſe 
&:7 Hearts that do admit them : For while: 
Satan has any part there in poſſeſſion, or 
& reverſion, or but a bope to claim by, He will 
liſteerb the whole man; ſo that all his pre-. 
renfions ruſt be totally abaliſhed, by giving . 
np owr whole hearts ro God; and this for _ 7; 
= our goodonly, that our carnal warfare -- 
*, may be more eaſfic here, by placing our” 
| G2 only” _-»/ 


PLE Lk. > 
t ” 


, 

x ht 

- £55 

l a + >. 8 

MoD » p x A 

H R PS T9; -s — 

int Se 
ON” OO I tan ak 


b SY. *% Pry” 4 . Ra ws 
FP > 


only joy on-Him- And then our Pilgri- 
mage on Earth will end in the fruition of 
never-fading happineſs in Heaven. 


LIX, 


LP . 


O die is terrible, when we are ſurpri- 

. zed by it ; but by frequent Medita- 
tions of dying, cuſtom will make it eaſie : 
For if we believe Heaven to be better 
then Earth, we muſt believe that we ſhall. 
find better company there, then we con- 
verſe with below, and 'tis Death that 
only. can convey us,unto them. And if 
by a Righteous life, with a lively Faith, 
we can be aſſured in our paſſage through 
the Grave, that our Souls ſhall taſt ſome 
degrees of that Eternal Bliſs, with the 
departed Saints, the moment we expire ; 
can any thing on Earth invite us to- ſtay 
 Tonger here? But our frailcy is ſuch, that 
we generally make that the leaſt buſineſs 
of our life, for which our life is given us ; 
and is really the only conſiderable ob- 
jeR, fir for our continual thoughts, ſo to 
loye and ſerve God here, that we may be 
- Capable of dwelling with him for ever in 
Heaven, and in that hope go chearful.to 
Him,when He calls for us. Ek 
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+ A hes by ſuch [ rizing tempta- 
feſt 


> 


LY. 


Regenerate man, in his higheſt Di-:. ® 
vine courſe of life, may be aſſaulted; 


tions, as he cannot at fight ſo reſeſt,. 
and rejeft , but that Satan may purſue, 
until he drives a Regenerate Soul from: '' 
all irs Qat-works, into its Cittadel in 
Heaven ; where God does never. fail to- 
give ſuch powerful Aids, as make the in- 
vading Enemy retire and vaniſh. 


LXl. 


1.3 a long habitual ſinner that repents, . 
4 manifeft his converfion to himſelf _ *2 
by frequent fincere retirements: with' 
God, and then ſer his whole heart to' 4 
raiſe and fix his collefted thoughts on: 
things above! which will create a 'de- 
light in the Lord, more then in all his+ : 
Creatures; and by fuch cuſtom, he will: _ = 
grow to grudge all time as loſt, that di: 4 
yerts hit from the pleafant converfation' 
of this 'new-gain'd acquaintance. with: * 
his gracious God ;' who alfo likes'to have 
him wholty ro Himſelf, (when he defires*: 
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tobeſo:) and when this Convert doth- 
: obtain grace to arrive-at this felicity of * 
favour here, he cannot reſt fo, but will 
raiſe his ambitious Zeal to ſuch pure 
Love, .as to hunger and thirſt aſter the 
ſight of God's face in Glory. For if thus 
enlightned by.. the me Spirit , his Faith 
will gncreaſe., and cheriſh.. ſuch Divine 
s with joy.and gratitude, as the ſureft 
merks of his Reconciliation, and Adoption; 
and will encourage him to proceed with. 
yigour in his Advance towards Heayen.. 


LX1I. 


— 


i 


.O nothing in private in God's ſoght, . 

A that thou dareſt not do in the view 

of all the World, and. own at. the day of 

7udgment ; and keep this reſolution ever 

-in thy mind, and conſtantly. pray for 

Grace to da ſo, by which thou wilt avoid 
many ſins. 


LXJLIL: 
& aprons nothing more deceitfully pre: 


jndicial to a. new converted ſinner, 
then to believe himſelf. a favourite of Goas, 
. upon. his firſt ſerious thoughts and incliua- 

| ten. 


4 F OTT .  GTIR FIRES L 
PS es 9 OY ou x. 
: 4 i 6 £22 ,,” 8: « EY l OLI 
Tir F4 =t 8 bk. S.-ox 
1 > 4 
« # 


FS, 


U i, 


tien to Piety, 
Spiritual joys in Devotion ;. (which 


too much haft, thinks himſelf an Adop.. 
ted Son: which.time and perſeverance. 
can only make legitimate ; .and muſt al-. 
ſo be tryed by a.nice and ſerious exami-. 
nation of our hearts, ſuch as. is ſeldom, 
underſtood by new Converts; who may. 
rejoyce to find they have diſcarded ſame. 
preſumptuous fins, and yer be far. frgm a. 
juſt pretence,. and title to-a place in. 
Heaven. (For inſtance, ) a man may re-- 
ſolve: well,. and pray with zealous ſince. 
rity, repent too with ſighs and tears, and. 


have a great proportion of Faith, Hope, bs 
and Charity, with Humility alſo; burtif* 3 
he want the true Chriſtian purity of heart, 


the ref will no: prove 4 full acceptable 
Sacrifice to God, whoonly:- ſets his ſeal on 
our whole hearts reſigned unta Him. Sa 
that if we keep a reſerve but of one cor- 
ner for unlawful diverſions, to beſtow 
on our fellow Creatures, or on carnal ſin= 
ful appetites, all the reft will not be ac. 


cepted, fox, God will admit-of no ſharer, . 


nor endure competitors. So then, we are 
to conſider, if the value of. ſuch. a ſmall 


reſerves, "| 


4 Fake 


mith ſome light flaſhes of > 
no- = 
velty) en habitual ſinner miſtakes for. a.- 
polſcfſion of Heaven, at firſt fight, and in, 
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© reſerve, be -worth the loſing of the whole 
bh fiurchaſe we pretend to; and next, what 


© - Kind of Salvation it would be, if God - 

= deal with us accordingly! jf He ſhould- 

-  gccepr of ſo muchof our hearts, as we 4 
are pleaſed to ſpare Him, and leave the : 
remaining reſerved part for Satan. For | 
thoogh God deſigns a full perfe&t Eter- 

nal happineſs unto all that give their 

whole hearts to him, and affords his Di- 

vine guiding Light, with power to find \ 

' the way to Heaven, for all thoſe who ; 
pray to be ſo guided with fincerity and Py 
Faith ; yet the ſmoak of our parcel Sa- 
crifices from our divided hearts, will not 
aſcend half way to Heaven. 


LXIV. 


"F we believe there is ſo great joy, and 
happineſs in Heaven; why are we ſo la- 
Zie, and cold in our approaches thither ! 
why do we not prefer that glorious 
Crown of Immortality , before the pe- 
fiſhing Goods ef this World ! for which, 
onr hearts can have no reft nntil ob- 
tain'd; which' is a ſad confideration, 'to 
think how we neglett our greateſt con- 
- cen, by delaying onr reconciliation to - 
te, | God, 


God; as if time were at 6ur diſpoſe either: 
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to recall; or adjourn, and do not conft- 
der how every moment that we carelefly 
miſ-ſpend, carries us.on to our'laſt ſtep 


'im'o the Grave, and our firſt ſtep into 


Erernity ; but if we did think frequent- 
ty, and ſeriouſly of Heaven as we ought, 
and that the Grave is the way thither, 
we ſhould not dread Death: as we do, 


' nor fear to go, where we deſire. to be: 


but ſuch Holy Valour, does only belon 
to Righteous men, and not to habitual. 
ſinners. 


LXV. 


Any men. fear to die, becarft they ars-. 
better acquainted with this World, - 
theu the next; which they want Faith- 
for, or elſe are loth to part from. their 
beloved. fins, and fear God's-anger for 
ſuch crimes as they fear God's anger for, 
yet will run. that riſque, rather then for- 
fake their ſins, until they die. Though all> © 
men know, that the bei way to triumph _ 
ore the Grave, is to live ſo well, as ever 
to have in mind the two Etermities of Bliſs 
aud Torments ; to one of which Death con» | © 
veys #5. -SO that it is no wonder if we 
creme + 
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4 pg at tic fight of Death, when we 


3 | ortal Ends when. we conſider that our 
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prepate not for it, by conſidering, that 
Every moment leads us on to what we fo 


much dread; and yet ſo much neglect ! 


And alſo men ſhould confider that the 
youngeſt, and moſt healthy do ſtand 
every minute on the brink of Eternity. to 


perſwade. them to be ready for thetr. 
So that unleſs we: © 
'want Faith in Chriſt's merits, and doubr 


fummons thither : 


God's promiſes, that if we become (o 
truly Pious, as to love God fo much 
above all his Creatures, that we cannot 
fear to part with them, to go to Him. 
So that nothing can mare concern maukind, 


then frequent thoughts of our preparation 


to fhep into owr Eternity, when we all 
- knaw there is no true Reſt, but that 
which is Eternal. Is it not then great 
folly; to know that we cannot live ever. 
here, and-muſt be gone for ever, and yer 
do ſtill ſet.-our hearts on theſe moments, 
. and prefer them before that for ever! 
* thus to fear petty troubles here, and not 


be atall concerned for endleſs Torments ! 


and this for want of thinkiag ſeriouſly, 
-* that we carry Immortal Souls within us, 
_ and ſhould have Immortal Aims, and Im- 
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dying until we are dead, and gorie for' 


'2 ful God, who when mans converſion begins," 


thanks, ſo to keep up onr hearts to Hoy 


IE, 


Ecernity begins kb ld Birth, and ws "A 
thar momenc do begin to die, and fo 'ar& 


ever 3 which words (FOR EVERY b- 
ought to ring ever in eur cars, to tmind* 7 
us to live ever ready for that For Ever ;* + 
which will make us not to fear dearch,* 7 
when we conſider, that we have 4 merci ©; 


His diſpleaſure makes a period : So that”. 
'tis want of Piety and Faith, that makes 
us fear to dic. 


LXVI. 
x we believe all we have, tht is goud, 


does come from God; we ought in all © _ 
our enjoyments, to give Him continual 


by a conjtant gratitude, which'sy as act 


table 45 prajersz and the pi of is 
Creatures, and daily Bl s,'we ſhaft 
fizd a double delight. in * rhe on 


things we receive from God's hand, be-: 
cauſe we do enjoy Him -in them ; and 
ſhall avoid all ſuch evils, as we dare: noe... 

own to come from God : And if we Cort ©: - 
ſider that owr /'ves here, are only to 5 
our journey to Heaven; we cane have's : 
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pF: ” atave-Gidh hither, then the Hd les, 
= who;will never miſlead them, who de- 
” fire to be guided by Him ; and: from 
- whom we ſhaj{get ſuch a habic of Holi- 
= neſs, as will bring us to ſuch an intimate 
z acquaintance with Chriſt, as will in a 
ſhort time wean us ſo much from.the 
28 Love of this World, as to be chearfully 
3 ready todie; when we ſee that the end 
= of our journey is, God's call to take 
= poſſeſſion of the Crown of Glory, pre- 
pared for us. | 
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Pious man, that lives ever ready to 

Ka. die, has a continual proſpect of his' : 
jy orion ReſurreCtion, and can have no | 
cater. happineſs on Earth, then his in- | 
ward 4ſſur gate of bring one of God s Elett, f 
ys, ſhall ſit on his right hand . - 
] > when the Reprobate are caſt {}f 
3 * down into Everlaſting flames. 


LXVI1IL 
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IT is ſaid in Scripture, that when Facob 
* Þ. found God was ſo near him, he was 
4 : TOY ; which may teach us, that no man. 
ought 
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Biv-night Thoughts.” 237 
- ought-ro-think himſelf fie for a faniidias -_ 
acquaintance with' his great Maker, ſuch 
2s to remove the reverential fear, thar 
18 due unto ſohigh and ſupreme a Maje= 
fiy ; and yet we may believe, and.fint 
that His Kingdom of Grace is already: 
come, and is amonegft:us. now ;, fo-thas 
we may with humble hearts ſay as Jacob 
did, Surely the Lord is iw this place, and 
in oar hearts tooy when we are led by his 
Holy Spirit to fimdy Him ; and can{fully 
; conſider, that though all our ſenſes are 
6 naturally inclined to like, and cover.va- 
ricties of all forts, and that our buſie 
ſancies are as readily ſubfervient to: work 
the ſame way, and as eagerly do purfud 
the. various defires of every::appetite, 
' though weevery day find that aH objedts 
; do by fruition ſoon decay, andcloy out 
higheſt defires that are not Rebted: in 
q E:ernity. {How fit js. it then to confidet - 
this? 'and how much better it will be to- - 
perſwade our Immortal Souls to rob our: .. 
periſhing ſenſes of their depending fan. 
cies, and imploy*them on things abave. 
-as far as they canireach towards the gls- 
- 140us Hlabitation of God ; where fach ob- 
; jects are as Jmmortal as our Souls:arc, 
& and' where our yariety' of Joys will ins 
CITI? H creaſe 
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=. creaſe 
&- . but will grow and multiply the more for 
| thering, ſo as to be ever filling our 
ts with high delights, but yet never 
fo full, but ſtill to admit of more and 
more . felicity :as our defires rife, until 
we reach the Fountain of Eternal Bliſs, 
where our Souls will be repleniſhed with 


Celeftial joys, but never ſo to overflow 
as to be weary of them. And thus we 


may be as happy, as 7acob was, if we cau 
| wade our hearts to throw out Satan, 
. With all bis diſguiſed flattering Troops, and 
entertain the Holy Ghoſt as chearſully as 
we have indulged our blind affetions, that 
Jed us on towards our Eternal ruine : 


ke + And when we have thus diſcarded Gods 
” > Enemics as our own, we muſt approach 


Mir gloriow Majeity with fear and trem- 
bling, — do adore, and worſhip 
- Him at the ame time with comfort. 


+ LAIK. 


TF we did well eonfider 'of dying, and the . 
| Jay onr Souls will bave as they expire, 7 
when reconciled to God: before that hoxr |; 


Comes, it will be ample recampence for our 


© Whols lives ſpent in his ſervice, anfl is" 
IE bn worthy . | 
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# all our carnal paſſions; and by worthy. . - 
* recciving the Holy Sacrament, to fix and _ 
z confirmour Chriſtianity, onthe aſſurance 
it NE SR Eng (thus qualified} >; 
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devotion to prepare for ſo immenſe:F-::-/3 
mercy to-penicent ſinners; ſuch' as wilt: + 2 


rurn the+terrours of' the Grave into'® 


joyful aſſurance ofa bleſſed ReſurreQivh © 7 


to Glory;z beyond which, -no man cah 
fancy a concern fitter for his thoughts to 
work on, and his utmoſt eudeavours to 
obtain of God ; who never rejects a ſin» 
cere heart offerd up to Him in a daj 

Sacrifice ; which the Pious man never 
fails todo with delight ; and never mifles 


of the conſolation-he ſecks at his hour of. | *? 


death, and in his way to itc- 
LXX/ +7115)! 110 btin 


e true Idea of Holineſs, is Divind- 
. & Lovegz which we may judge of, by 
entirely reſigning our wills, to the will 
Ged; and the perfeQion of Righteouſs 
neſs, is: to live a Divine Life; ſuch as 
takes delight to- abhor the 'crimes' we 


tions, until we obtain a-full Viftory over 
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worthy of out continual Meditation, and. 
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nal Blif, which may be the next mime, . 
and cannot he too often- thought.on. by 

thoſe: who” wy God, and defire his . 

Tone, on W free mercy. our Reer-. | 

IE. df 


XX T7 E may flateer our ſelves with a: 
, miſtaken belief of Halineſs, which * 
we bave not, and we' may: abuſe the —- 
World, -with a diſguifed hew of Holi- : 
neſs, which we know we have not ; but q 
when Death comes, ſuch Vizards yaniſh, 3 


43. ——— 


> andour hearts wiltbe diſplay'd in their J 
--*- true colours, to our ſelyes and others, * 
=. - S$othat ths beiF nicrks for Regenerare meh | 
” - t4 koow thmſehverby, # ftrifkly te abſerve, 5 
= "uf they love .Gad with their whole hearts, * 
b-.. with an univerſal delight therein ;. thar | 
Fi, yith thankful hearts to praiſe his holy 
2 Name, to fear, obey, ;worthip, and truft F 
- in Him with ſuch alively Faith, and clear 7 


'.  ofleftion, as to be ever ready to forſake 
- ell wehavcinthis World, and chearſudly 
_ -* ta. breath, oor::Souls (into God's boſom, 
” ” when He calls: for them: And whoever 
” _ ſhallobtainthis Treaſure of Grace __ 
£3 & 7d | rice 
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theſe marks in » img, Wi | have ch 6 a 
roportion of that joy, and that g 

© encourage him to EY 

 * Righteouſneſs, uncil he arrives at God's' 

- | Eternal Reſt; where ſuch bleſſed Souls 
| defireto be, who. do know no diverſions. 

ſo delightful here on Earth, as a daily 

preparation for Heaven. 


"410-think, and try, are two ſmall words 

;. of great conſequence z becauſe that 
* man who will not think, or dares not 
s think- what he has done, or what he: is - 
* doing, or what he intends to-do,-.is in'& 
Z ſad condition ; for he can neither con. 
; feſs his ſins, nor repent;nor forſake, nor © -; 
? ever hope for a pardon for them, while: 4 
/ he neither thinks, nor trys to learn to 
think of his Eternity; is. paſt, cure, . 
without a miracle of mercy for his con-. 
verſion ; which'is ſeldom afforded wich. 
2 Nubborn hearts as-will not- think, nor - 
! ever try'to think ſeriouſly of their Salva» - 
bf 
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love God's Creatures, better then we 
hve Him; yet we do it, and ſee it not; 
that. is, not obſerve how ofren, and how 
long we lay God afide, to enjoy ther ; 
for nothing can take us from God, bur 


what we love better. And though there | 
is no felicity to be compared to Piety,.. 


nor any diverſions ſo delightful. as De- 
vyotion, when we love God, and ſerve 


him with ſincerity ; yet we mind it not | 


enough, that mind it moſt z too much, 
no Mman-Can. 


LXX1V. 


what we do not believe, and for want 
of due conſideration of all our ways, we 


run on im ſuch undiſcernible errors, as 


muſt offend God, while we think we 
ferve him beſt; and this, by indulging 
many kinds of innocent diverſions, until 
they become crimes. though we know 
ae: Yain and idle thoughts, do often 
grow 


Ne Chriſtian in his ſenſes, will own to- 


E are naturally apt to-cozen our - 
ſclves, with thinking we believe- 
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grow to foul ſuggeſtions, which pioys > 
men ſhould therefore not admit .of, _ * * 


LXXY. 


'X FE are often miſled, by thinking ton 

V . much of what may be,'and too lit- 
tle of what muit be ; in providing too much 
for our uncertain hope of living from year 
to year, with too little regard 10 our afſt- 
red death tbat mait come as if our mo- 
ments here, were of more value then 
our Eternity in Heaven ;. though we dg 
know that nothing in this World is ware. © 
thy to entertain .our Immortal .Souls - : 
with true-delight, but by making ready 
ro go unto God with chearful hearts z 
of which, few men do think enough, and 
none can think too much, becauſe it js 
the greateſt felicity that our-Piety can 
reach, and a ſure mark thac the Holy 7 
Ghoſt is working in us ; which no habis 
tual ſinner is capable of. —_ 
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LXXVI 5 
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TO man can want a ſubjed for Mes. 
cation, nor have a more- uſeful” 
entertainment, than frequently, and. ſee 7? 
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examine his own 
life, by recollefting what mercies, what 
bleflings, and deliverances he has had 
from God ; and to enquire of his own 
heart, how little obedience, gratitude, 
and Ibye he has returnd; what vow? 
wa in ſickneſs, dangers, and" in times-of 
trouble, but never kept; And above all, to 
conſider how often God has knocked at 
oxr hearts for entrance, and been denied; 
or delayed, to admit of- fome more 
pleaſing Gueſt; or whenever permitted 
ro enter, how coldly received, and ſlightly 
treated, until thruſt out again, to make 


| room for ſome darling fin, that muſt be 


welcomed. This, if fully conſidered, 
may bring us toa ſenſe of our offences; 
and ſhame to think how unfit we are for 


- our Death-beds, and Eternity to:come, 
- withthe amazing terrors, to think how. 


we can' call on our ſo much offended 
God for mercy, which He could never 
prevail with us to accept of ; and what 
hope then, can ſuch inſolent contemners of 
God, have in their laiF day? But on the 


© contrary, this Meditation will bring 
- comfort to a Regenerate man, who has 

entertain d Chrift in a chearful heart, with 
&ncere integrity, to ſuch a joyful truſt 
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in-God's love, by his fixed Faith, that no + 
carnal affeftions can remove his:tranſ- } 
ports for Heaven; 'the. expectation 
whereof is delightful to. him, above the. - 
terrors of death to leflen. 


. LXXVIE 


"He ſums of all the great Leſions.we 
can learn; is to ſhew, that a fanth- 

ful penitent ſinner, who is become ſo Re- 
generace as to forſake all his iniquitics, 
and can perfores an aniverſal obedience to 
all God's Laws, with ſuch Evangelical fiu- 
Cerity #5 to waky «total reſorwation'of bimt- 
ſelf, with all his Intereſts, into God's hands, 
awniF be ted by tbe Spirit of Godg winch * 
will keep up his-heart to Heaven, ina 
conſtant concern for God's favour, where - 
Satan dares not appear to tempt, when -- 
he fees us ſo: united; unte:Chrift z,.and - 2 
this. will, bring a Peniteat to endure his - © 
Pugr image through all the. ſtorms. of this - 
World, and defend him from the glitter-. 
ing vanities alſo, ſo.as to know no fear, 
nor joy,. ta. interrupt his expectation of 
Heaven, and the. happy hour £0 breath 
But his Soul into the Boſom of Gady 7 
which holy atabitian, will entertain his * 
| heart 
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F” Heart here, with more preſent happineſs 
than all the Worlds wealth can afford to 
a wilful habitual ſinner. 


EXXVI1E: 
C 4 Prayer.) 


tT Ord, I beſeech thee, let thy Holy 
« 2. Spirit direct my prayers in my ap- 
-- EG proaches to thy Throne of Mercy, and 
[ - there pray within me, that ſo guided, 
«I may find grace from Heaven, to ſy 

« port me in my paſlage out of. this 
- «World, unto thy habitation of Eternal 
- <Blifs, And now wean me from longer 
: << wandering in the vain Labyrinths, and 
: UGlories here, by having ever in mind, 


7B *that all the greatneſs, and various 


| «pleaſures 1 have ſeen, and ſhared in, 


« are-vaniſhed like a Dream ; and there» 
«by find, that nothing is ſa delightful ro: -- 
-. * a Regenerate reconciled ſinner, 42's: -** 
” retired habitation, free frow the noiſe of 


'. *Worldly affairs, where by thy Grace, 
- «peace of conſcience may eneaurage me 
 *ro be ever ready at thy call, O God?! 
- «with a joyful heart, to make my laſt 
|. ſtep into the glorious Erernity I hope 


« for, 
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«for, by the Merits, and Mediation of A 
« Jefus Chriſt. 
LXXIX. 


Hen the Holy Gho#t dwells in owr © 

Y Y hearts, we ſhall find new principles _ 
of a Divine Nature, producing there an © 
wniverſal Vidory over all our carnal appe- 
fites, and an univerſal obedience to all 
God's Laws, with truſt in his Providence, 
and ſuch Faith in Chriſt's Merits, and In- 
terceſſion, as will aſſure us of all God's 
promiſes, asif now aCtuaily in our poſ- 2 
ſeſſion ; from whence will ariſe cont ©; 
nual comforts, with hcarty gratitude for 
ſuch love and mercy to penitent ſinners. 
And by this firſt Reſurrection from Sin to *: 
Grace, be aſſured of our ſecond to Glory z - ? 
ſo that ta be thus ſanitified by the Holy © 
Ghoſt, we are united unto Chrift, brought * 
home to God the Father, as his adepted_. 
Chilaren, and do begin to enter on our - 
everlaſting happineſs even in this Wotld, 
by . our continual Meditations, and 7 
Prayers, ſo to raiſe this Holy flame as : 
high as here we can reach, without pre- 27 

| ſumption; ſo to fix in our hearts the 
Joytul practice of ſuch a Divine Life, and 

| Divine 
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Divine Love to God, wv iMproduce th 
vine joys here, and for everin-Heaven ; 
which no carnal fruitions: can attain. 
And thus we are-led by the Spirit of God, 
nd ao become the adopted Sons of God. 
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J* the moſt voluptuous -ſmners could 
' diſcern; the felicity* of -#n' Holy life; 
whar conftant elcvated joys, the peace 
of a quiet conſcience brings ro thoſe who 
can wean their mmds from the fading 
- _ pleaſures, and drudgeries of this World, 
to fix their hearts on things above, fin- 
"  ners would make haft to become Rege- 
- +nerate.' For if we confider right of Eter- 
| iniry, we muſt know thar our Immortal 
* - Souls, when freed from the flaviſh appe.. 
'rites of fleſh and-bloud; can have no 
'Tranſports like rhofe immortal j joys they 
find, when ſertled in their Centre, God's 
Boſors, from whence ' they cane ; fo that 
*our Softs/ can: retiſh/ no felicity- Hke-the 
hope of Heaven, nor be mtich concerned 
for -any thing lefs then Erernalt Bliſ>, 
Nnen doh, yer fm of- our {elves we eannot 
we give our hearts to God, 
jk ets it-> Bat in conterpt-of 
God, 
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God, we live and. dic in codleſs faning, by 
we may juſtly fear that our Ecernity | 
be in ſcorching. flames. - We oughs ; S- 5 : 
to confider , God has 
pardon unto penitent finners, /Y 
_ promifed one honr of Life dye ing 
therefore we can neither 2M 
death, nor foreſee it, let ns always ex 
| ir asar hand; and prepare; for our | 
nal Glory'in the preſence of Jo mins 
we have time to doit. | | 
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LEXXI, 


MY men.do ſay,. and Py beliers ..% 
they love God, andno doubt ma- * 
ny good men do, more or leſs ; Ee 4 
mankind ou Foe _enquire into. theie#.- = 
own hearts, not more LL + +2 
It idle Etro, te in God's Each | 
if they be not qu hly weary of conver. =: 
# Hg God, in rdlakes and Prayers, © "==" 
4 


to return  anto* their © | 

love berrer then Him ;© : 

then ar is i: ® 
_ contempts, and how much anr felyes 

ſcorn a divided heart, where we Jc 

mach more then, doth God d| | 


LEXXIE. 


þ - OD knows our frailties, and doth 
allow us diverſions, but they muſt 


be ſuch as we way own in. bis fight, and (ce 


. Him. in them, with gratefi ts. for 
Iuch refreſhments, as Humane Nature 
does require, and ſuch as we may glori- 
.He his Name in their fruicions : and be 
- Thre not to flatter .our ſelves into evil 
eemptations, by our fair-fac'd diverſions 
coo much indulged, leſt they ſting us to 
.death with ſmiles. 


. LXXXHL 
18 another kind of happy, and 


& . bleſſed diverfions, free from ſinful - 
yanities, and fading glories of the World, 


which David ſo much delighted. in,. by 
his retirements to converſe with God, as 
his Souls chiefeſt joy ; and whoever ſeeks 


God with.the like zeal, no dowbe will find 
Hime, as David did, and be as fully happy 
.As he was in God's eſteem; which is an. 


_ ambition that does become good Chri- 
= Nians, as the beſt diverſions we can have 
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: F En ought with great care to watch 
.. their diverſions, for we are often 
| betrayed into anegleft of God, even by 
innocent diverſions, which by cuſtom do 
ſenſibly engage onr- hearts' to conſemrt 
uno evil aCtions, 'when we deſign no- 
thing that is ill. SothatifweſerveGod 
as weoupght, weſhall delight to:converſe 
with him mm our retizxements;, and ac- 
count our holy Meditations of Heaven, 
to be our moſt. pleaſant diverfions; fo 
to refreſh* onr Spirits, wher tired” wirhr- + 
Wortdly affairs ; and we ſhall find 'thar- -. 
ſuch Qeleftial diverſions, will be blefſed ©: 
ty n= joys, that bewer eomae: "1" 
b rnal a ites', nor: b ſterimmg 3 
Vaniries; rs 1 toned ther ot om; _— 
God's reception 'of: us' mto his" Lift of © 
Adopred Sons; ' avil then be fo ynided by > 
| his Holy Spirit, as to grow ant 4 
higher in x favonr, til we participate of 
hu Glory ; which inward 4fſurance-will vt: 
4a. more pleaſant ſnbjet for our diverſion, © 
then all the Wit, the Wealth, the: Honours, 
and" Beamics of this World 'can entertain © 
our heaits with. —_— God dwells thus © - ® 
N » £ - 48 - 4 
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M weke Souls 0 Fa, it js oe woſt reviſhing 
| diverſion we can have, to_(ce our ſelves 
live ready to enter into His Eternal j Joy, 
: as « minutes warning. 


LXXXV, 
VN ene rnd Got ke 
verfion more delightfal then our Souls 


union with Him; who knows all our 
wants, all our oppreſſions, and ſes all 
our Concerns whatever ; and is as 

to redreſs aurgrievances, and to ble@our 
honeſt eadearours, as we can be to deſire 
it ; which our pious diverſions, above all 
the moſt delightful ; ſo 
the beſt of idle diverſions, (though 
innocent) is like warming frozen Vipers 
If our breaſts, until we give them ſtrength 
# - © bite usrodeath. And if wedoobſerve 
it, we ſhall Gnd, that there is no real 
- effential pleaſure in any diverſions, bwe is 
arae Devetion-z Which the Regenerate 
PASS RG, 
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Hen we approach God with-fin- . 
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 EXXXVTL. 


Wii: twovery romas able go. 
tions, fe Þoe ther gent Cconfidera. 
tin, to judge how our frand 'to- 


wards God, and/how we may diſkernMis- 
love to us: The firſt is; to- obſerve if ww- 
have more joy in out retived Pevotions;- 
then'm the fruidos, and converſarion 

his Creatores 3 -Iy which we canoot by 
miſtaken, if'we diligerfly obſerve vow 54. 
Holy Spirit works in ww at 'thife dies. 
From whence ariſes the ſecond confide.. - 


' ration, to obſerve how our Souks are ele... 


varcd by his Divine comforts oy | 
vn win ſuch Devorions z which 
beft affyrancowe cm havey that weeds: 
love God above all his and: 
doth alfo fhew rha: : He [cer-it, liket it, nil | 
rewards we for it, by his returns of Gravy, . 
in giving a. delightful perſeverance wn 
ſuch ſincerity to Him ; which is: the: 
higheſt experiment that our frail Natures: + 
can make, when we love God ſo well. as-. "> 
to crevenſe with Flm in our hunoble Ad. © © 
ou before all Carnal feliciries, 2nd © 
he wn 06M, whan He calle: 
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1 LXAXXVIL 
= [a Feerall that has, or can be ſaid; 
jd which God himſelf,h! 
2 | areas rem exal- 
E” | mh iveneſs of 
4 Gas, is, chat. | Wares ſhould come to - 

; the: blaud of Chriſt; and not £0 xcft 
© nor dupport our ſelves with general 
|, hopes of mercy, mixed with our endea. 
YO andobcdience ;:4w9:c0.comr ap ro. 

.-  theiGaſpel Rule by a, fined Faith in Chrift, - 
and make thac, way. our all: by giving. 
Glory: to God therein. a He bath p- 
Crt nos Raraty:<- For ve- | 
OO gT6 P - far giuen | 
:- - Sf but ahoſe whoco _—_ w ' 
E oy - Bogan the ag the 
$ 5 i 03!y 8x6epted. from: fone 
bs for grveneſs, | oth "PM in * 1 
Et LxXLVI FRE | 
ORF Ll the Arguments: we can bear, or- | 
&A.rcad,..or fancy: to. our ſelves, by | 
> @anverfing; with God- in. haly Meditati, 
Ang of Heayen; and: Eceraal Bliſkia. bis: 
| E- CTIDnOS Eo Fe 
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our RelurreRion, is-but a moment. 'tQ4 
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ID a_ſeparatioo by. rs 
@ miraculous. addir ,\ \ uth = 


and: Grace; to. work beyand.rhe ch; 
of. our Nacture.: though. we. do | be elixs - 
that the time between) our. Death,. 


Eternity ;- and. though. that moment - 
ſtould laft an hundred. thouſand | 

it will be as undiſcernible for its ura- 
tion, as while we'rleep one minute: $0» 4 
that we muſt be ſatisfied in this myſtery, . 
without. farther enquiry's. and pray. *® -; 
be. cantented. in. that point, 20. be ay; 
happy when we. dic, as God's departed * 
Saints ave, pail. hodage ariſe.toge- -: 
ther. And (his 44 6! Sir omefort ,..ta. 7 
that we ſhallbs with ty deaths if we 4 
ſucerely eudeavaxr 20 live and dis.iu 6 
fauexr, xs, they:did ;. And.fo.make x6: 
ro £0, bay a weall pretend to bs a0 
be, when mecan hay po longer hengk. oy | 


{ 2 


E muſt” not: entertain: Spiritual 
" Pride, nor weleom +. ag En-. 


forms oxr ſelf-denials for 16; and ro ” 
RS Somls to ſuch u felicrty here, in our 
: to God, and delig | hg tatno obo 

© will yive us = faſt of our Eternal Bliſs, 
” when we ſhaſl 2 «*nd enjoy Him'as the 
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is no- wonder to ſce men very de- 

yout ma'rime of danger, ficknefs, or 

| anpotder afftitions; but when the Bells 

J are removed, does our' gratitude for de- 

juſtice our: Lore ro God by 

re obedjence? do we in health and 
1 Ne ws ye with the fame 

= vigor in our Prayers, a8'in our fickneſs? 

Y: | For Svnls fed by _—_ uf © of God, are all 

L devont in all:ch, ; and we being wn 

*; whole, ought to x, a8] God, and to fin no 

fe 4: more Hg tony wnto Ks, 
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Oc cate} affair i in this _— is. te 
by = ready to go ont of it m_—_— bs 
becauſe every —— be our laſt © 
here, and then how diſmal an Eternity ©: 
arc we haſting to ! if not reconciled une" 
ade parry 7 mean £9 / | 
porſwade ws to ſet our hearts on the. e - 
and Soruice of God, who will newer let tat wn 
devont endeavonrs be lokh, that feck b 
to pleaſe Him, when with ſincere alt. 
Ons, they prepare w.come unto Him. > 3 
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Heever fads that the 
Divine Love, with the ext 
Heaven at this aft ance, pps 
re on his 2s ate- beart,' as 
to delight in a Divine 


Liſe 

4:1 ng converſation with God. 

p_ be ml fs 
grow fach x Holineſs, as will” 
raiſe bis Faith to PA. ſome beams of : 
that Celeſtial Light, which bis Soul half 
ſhine in at the Reſurreftion, as @ re ad 
ef his inward dependanee on God here ;” 
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© And if thus reconciled and led by 
> Gboft, he ſhall alſe-find+his is 4 good An- 


Pa: 


> - thus Armed with Divine joy, he will be 
- ſafe from Carnal temptations, and will 
= have his Soul full of ach Heavenly com- 
L Forrs, as will \weeren all afflitions, and 
> at laſt beger ſuch Holy courage, as will 
&» deſtroy the ſting of Death, by living ever 
= ready: to tie 5; for he that can love God 


+ 


” Bhems 20 go ro Him. 
E-  XCIHL 
4 ; A no man boaſt of bis own Righrelhf- 


= given him from God ;- yet lerevery maj 
= xejoyce; and be thankful for ſuch Grace 
© ns-Joth ſanctific, and enable his Duſt 
= and Aſhes to become Regenerare, and 
* "dearn ſo towelcom the Spirit of God un 4 
-  Chearful heart, that be may make it Para- 
Go wiſe where: he 5s pleas d to awell :- And 
_ phon that man's uaturalcorruptions will be 
= refined, and his Body conſecrated 4mo the 
E Temple of God;. and. by this miracle" of 
| mercy, the moſt incarnate ſinner may become 
, 6 -Angel of. Light : but nat by his own: 
"= IP inherent. 
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the Haly* . 


| "above hit creatares, will gladly pare with. 


neſs, for no man has any, but what is 
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" "hong « Righteoulaels but- by © $7 
grace and merc: * wich Chriſt 3 higine 3 
.ouſneſs. impart unto Him. | "2 
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Mong#t all the great Leſſms we heve 43 
learnt, Holineſs is moſt worthy of 
oxr fiudy, to ſearch our hearts if we can * 
find there the Gofpel-marks of our Ele = 
£tion ; we br God invites us by his E 
Spirit ts tbis fincere enquiry, He will di hp 
= by -bis Divine guiding Light, to find, Y 
and to feel when we have found the tree» © 
ſure that we ſeek; by the comforts that = 
will ftill grow, until they fill our Souls 
. with ſuch Cceleſtial joy, that we' cannot = 
miſs of, nor. miſtake what we ſearch'for, = 
- ro aſſure our Elettion; for God will-not ny 
be hid from ſuch as he ſees does ſeek Him: of : 
& with their whole hearts, and that do L 
-M hunger and thirſt aſter Holineſs; 'and 
$ when we do obtain Grace to Frey 
ſach marks of our Spiritual Filiation, we © z 
may in great humility reJoyce, and ng 2 
Hallelujahs unto God with the Angelsiin 
Heaven, to ſhew the higheſt Adoration- If 
our hearts can expreſs, in: gratitude for © 
mw mocy afforded unLo Men-on bach, 


And * Et 
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—O8r. folwes, avid remprations, par our 
i hearts above the power of all vain objets 
=.to divert ws ſrom' the prime end, and feli- 
4 6 of our Chriftian calling ; which i is our 
-. Reſurrection from ſin to grace, as the 


| neconciliations for Grace accepted, 'aad 

-. perſevered i in, is the infallible carneſt of 
:. Glory z becauſe Chriſt has made the King- 
- dow of Grace here, all one with the King- 
| tows Glary. Which is mach talked of by 
; mon: that prepare not for it ;. becauſe 
- moſt men in health do think themſelves 
Snort to die, and do nor find they are 
BY nat,-until the Bell rolls them to their 
= Graves ; hoping to jump from. Hell to 
E Heaven at once, but the aſcent is high, 
Sang and very hard to climb, 
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Hengh the great art and myitery of 


b 58. the moſh difficult part of aur 
: | Aenean, pork ſen Beret 


Suites as to St, will 
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* ehicf mark of God's favour to aſſure aur- 


* hor denial,to ſubdue all carnal ape 


endeavours, by <&ligence andl to gre 6 
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£51, which before 


our Souls by rt ſelf-denials, to 


much greater Spiritualdelights even here: 


on Earth, which the Regenerate man can 


VP only judge of. 


XCVI. 
[4 Prayer. ] 


Lord prepare my heart to prays* . 
.and bleſs me with contrition, and+ _  % 
repentance proportionable to my ſings 4 


that my Love, and my Obedience, may' 
now be as great as my crimes, and my' 


; negles have been z who never thoughe.-* 

'þ- on Thee in all my ways, nor of my Souls _ -; 
k x & Holy Ko. 

Spirit to pray for Grace to ſet my heart 


Eternity tiH now, being led by 


continually on Thee, my God; that I 

# know no joy on Earth, liks my humble 4 

* dreſſes unto Thee, in my retirements; by 
> which Icanonly judge of my new love, 

+ and gratitude, for thus turning of me 


| from mine Iniquities, and by this miracle 
' $ of Mercy and Grace, haſt ſnatch'dmeup 3 
F - from Hell, into this Heavenly proſpett of '; 2 
# thine Ecernal habitation of Glory. Lond.-*. ® 

ap-:-# 


let thefe Divine tranſports. in- 
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oachies unto-Thee,-wean me fram- the : - 
orld, [that the remnant of my 4ays. 
may. be ſpent in preparing of my Soul: 
far.thy ſummons to. Heaven, that the, 
terrors of the Grave may not divert my; 
frail nature from coming with joy unto . 
Thee, my God, when thou art pleaſed to 
call. And I beſcech thee, make this Holy 
flame barn ſtill brighter and brighter, when 
-'. 1 draw near to pray, that my heart may 
-, , melt with joy for this-my: Reconciliation, 
| and comfortable hope of Eternal happineſs: I2 
'. iy Heaven; and that I may be ſo firong 

© mith Divine valour, as to welcom Death, 

' * that only.can conantt me thither, | 


- '® Y 'T Hen God delivers # penitent finer 


ws from the ſlavery of Satan, to re-, 
Joyce in the freedom and felicity of his. 
ſervice, it js to ſhew him a glimpſe of Hea-, 
ven, to invite bim thither, How great a- 
czime will it then be, for ſuch a man to. 
turn.Reprobate again, after fach mercy 
ſhewn! : 
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Sl tg” | 
HT Othing -abes Yuine more Souls, thin 

| not frequently examining our own 
hearts ftriftly, how they ſkand towards God 


and with what ſincere delight we ſerve 
him, 'in our Devotions ; for the bright 


2 
EY * 
* 


Naming zealof a ſincere ſigh, will pierce 


'Heaven, when luke-warm words uttexed 
'aloud, can find no entrance, nor is at all 


-"regarded by Almighty God, who allows . 


"us' to knock hard at Heaven gates for 
"entrance, when our groaning hearts ex- 
-preſs our deſires ; for He loves to'be preſſed 


. [with violence for his favonrs,'ts ſhew that 


—* 


«+ 


we 'value what we pray for. 


IE {+:: : 
| pp above all chings, while thy | ; 


-2.., Soul is in communion with God; to 


keep thy affeftion up to Yimz and ſtrive 
 -not ſo much for long eloquent language, 
"as to be heart- wounded, in- thy Petitions, 


for when thy Devotion flags,'thy Prayer 


»--is\done.. We ought «lways to pray," if we 
”. "were that: moment to dic, which Wi x ro 


tur. hearts intent on the great 'york/we-ate "© 
"10 7 + Nl about y 7? 


” x00 -ÞP(d-night Thoughts. . 

| abext ; And he that in praying, can adorn 
his ſorrow for paſt ſins, with penitential 
tears, before he parts from God, will 
wafh them. off, with tcars of joy, for 
that ſorrow, 


C 
Here is nothing in our view more 


« deſtrutful to the Souls of men, then 
the falſe opinion, that Chriſtianity does 
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impoſe ſlaviſkLaws upon us; as if Piety . 


- only conſiſted in heavy burthens,. to- be: ' 
—_ miſerable dejected Cyphers in the 

orld, made up for forrows, and ſuffer. 
ings, with ſelf-denial vows againſt all 
Humane natural fruitiens, and felicities.z. 
| For moſt men being bred up in- the'e 
#” Miſtaken prejudices, cannot eaſily be per- 
-. - ſwaded,. that the true Chriſtian Goſpel 
; Rules: for a Spiritual: life, does exceed - 
thoſe carnal apperices we ſo much ſtrug- 
gle for, and the Regenerate may as much. 
deſpiſes ; in compariſon of his Souls con- 
tinual feaſting on the expectation of 
Heaven, whoſe firm belief of his Eternal 
- Joy, as an adopted Son of God, is a fe-- 
-licity above all the fading enjoyments 
.this World can afford the moſt ambiri- 
Yer | ous, 


| BE 
| " Bidaihe Thengith. "206 + 
ous, luxurious perſon, who has all that - 
his heart can wiſh that way. So that ww+ 
man can have's more chearſul Soul, they 
he whoſe faith is Chrift, aud truſt in God, 
makes nerldeferd of all the Levfal plea- 
ſures this World affords ; and when pious. 
ly uſed, is a [nt 4 far above what the- 
wicked can pretend to, when the terrors: 
of an evil conſcience muſt imbitter his 
fruitions. And this no man can ſo well: 
judge of, as a converted ſinner, become 
3 Regenerate, who has taſted, and forſa- 
; ken the moſt > mae pleaſures this- 
7 World has, for the pr eſent joys his Soul: 
finds by Faith in his Erernal Bliſs; which: 
ſhews that «4 good Chriſtian lives more: 
pleaſantly in this World, then 4. vitions» 
4s C41 do, 


CT.. 


"Hen Chriſt has wrought his Pee | 

miracle of Converſion in the hearts © 

of the: voſt: obdur ate ſinners, thoſt near loſt. 7; 

wen, by his grace becoming truly Rags. -, 
nerate ; ſuch Evanticlical ſincerity will 

row in their hearts towards God, as to- 

the more pleaſure in his ſervice, thin all i 

their poſt carnal ntlar "os aid afford them: - "i 


"3 
TES.. 


>» (5 


£4 


will find Divine camorts in their retire- 
ments to be alone-with God, o— waIOU 

et Heavenly Raptures, andpreſerve their 
c— W hs ap after ay cj 
afſanlts ; and bythe cuſtom of ſuch early 
Morning exerciſe, will in time beget an 
Habitual delight to begin the day with 
God, and neyer forget thoſe high Ejacu- 
- Tations, until they meet the Lord again, 
eo renew and confirm their commerce 
For Heaven. But it is no wonder, that 
- Men generally great ſinners, areſd hard 
- to be converted, becauſe they cannot ſer 
a true value on-what they underſtand 
ANot-; But moſt wretched thoſe, who have 
. dec thus enlightned, and for fome mo- 
ments rais'd to Heaven; yet are ſo frail 
by nature, and by cuſtom prone to evil, 
as to forſake theſe: Seraphick joys, and 
return to ſordid Earthly fruitions, rather 
#hen continue- in the aſſured everlaſting 
.-joys of Heaven; by perſevering in that 


Righteouſneſs, which they have taſted, 


and like not. 
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So that who:wer i enriched with this Grace, 


_CIL 


PF fieh David did- commit ſome 


LL great faults, he was a man after +} 


God's own heart after that, and one of 


| the beſt patterns in Holy Writ, fit for us 


to-imitate; for his love, and gratitude to 
God, who by cuſtom grew to ſich a 
pious friendſhip with his great Maker, 
that much of his life was Jpent with God 
alone in his retirements, with whom he con- 


ſalted all bis affairs, made all his complaints © 


to, and humbly begged whatever his needs 
were, with ſuch a familiar truſt in God, as 


his only ſupport, and only delight : $0 that | 


if we now conſider David's great affairs, 


as a King, full of troubles, ever in Warg, 


though glorious by his Atchievements, 


yer in frequent dangers, yexed by a ſtub» - ; 
| ides the 
diſorders of his own Family ; ſo that we - 


rn People hard to govern, be 


may think he omitted no.opportunity to be 


with God; .that hath left ſo many Pſalmg **? 
full of ſuch high Divine Raptures, ex- | 
tant, to manifeſt his great piety; that it 
. 8 a wonder he could get ſo much timg -; 
for ſo many prayers, praiſes, and contemy 
Plations, By which we may learn, hab: 2 
v7 ; | waar 4 
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” what _—_ ever God has ſet us, and. 
- - what troubles ſo ever He appoints for us, 
We may find time to converſe with God by 
”” day, and night. So that if we repent, con- 
” feſs, and forſake our fins, with hearts as 
> fervent towards God, as David did, no 
*- Goubr we ſhall be as well received, 
--- though neither Kings, nor Prophets. We 
may alſo call to mind, that David, as the 
leaſt conſiderable perſon of his Family, 
Z had the loweſt imployment, to keep his 
” Fathers Sheep; yet his beart was ther ſet 
" bib on God, or he might have been devou- 
Fe that Lion, or that Bear he ſlew, if 
: God bad not been with him, Aud we may 


E- with God at his Flock, then Saul was on 


* furious malice, and ſo ſoon aſcended that 
” Throne. By which we may ſee, that the 
- greateſt King, and meaneſt man, may learn 
* of David, to /ove, ſerve, honour, worſhip, 
and truſt in God, with ſuch a delight, as 


and raiſe his Soul up unto Heaven, what- 
” ſoever bis imployment on Earth 5s z and 
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<8 alfa think, that he was better acquainted. 


> bis Throne ; elſe he had not eſcaped Sax/'s 


| will grow to #:friendſhip with his Creazor,. 


Y thoſe hours, and years of our life, which- 
' werrifle away, as a burthen to be rid of, 
| not knowing how to ſpend idly enough, . 
E $.> i | | _ 


} 
Tis Sonl of Eternal Bliſs in Heaven ; and 


_.into God's hands, who loves us. more 
then- we can love him; and though we - 
cannot reach David's higheſt perfections,. 


we may imploy as David did, avd never 
be alone, when mo#t alone. Thus we may 


enjoy a happy, and bleſſed ſecurity on 
Earthz and have a true courage above. * 
_ all ſuch accidents as make ill men trem- 


ble. And thus 4 piom man enjoys 4 preſent 


communion with God, and Chriſt, by a live= © I 


Faith, to ſuch a degree, as doth aſſure 


when Satan finds us always in ſmeb cons- 


pany, he will have ſmall hopes to get an - 
-  :” Axdience for bis Addreſſes to deftroy » 
"© $0 that if we can live thus like Devdy © 

- we may hope todic in God's favour like -: 


him 5 and as chearfuily reſign our Souls 


as an inſpired Prophet, we may like him, 


give continual thanks to God for all we - -: 


have, and fing praiſe, honour, and glory 


to his Holy Name, whoſe mercy endu» 
xeth for ever. '-— 
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k [d men watch the deceitſulneſs of 7 ke 


| and wonld beartily check, the jour it 
appearance of evil thoughts, with the re» 
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” "wrmbrance that our All:ſteing Godis ever 
eſent , to obſerve vf 'we' do fight, or do 
* *mnvite our long known Enemies, to their av- 
” *caſtomed congueFF of mw; ſach precautions 
would make us either fear to offent, or 
Yoy to pleaſe our God, and would foon 
"teach our careleſs hearts; how to ſubdue 
- thoſe Tyrant appetites afar off, which ſo 
» often do enflave us, when permitted to 
- - approach at a nearer diſtance; who do 
”' "bold ſuch a natural intelligence within, 
- -that if we bur admit a Pailey to Treat '- 
& <withthoſe ſubtle Enemies, they will with _ 
©. "fair pretences lead us on, until they un. 
5 *dermine our Souls, and blow us up.;be- 
> fore we car diſcern the danger weare ing 
- ghd; when once entred atſuclr a Breach, 
E tis then'too late to grapple with a Foe 
>. --thatis inpoſſefſion of a Fort without re- 
- Mance/peined; Yer this ſad truth by 
6: Yongexperience taught, js ſeldom learnt, 
-: -Beoduls Wetoomuch love. thoſe gliſter- 
z.* ing Ferrers, and conſent to- put them on 
- -. before they be impoſed; and then fear 
*”. to be too ſoon freed from ſuch a pleaſant 
. - Bondage, vainly thinking we can at our - 
Own pleaſure ſhake ſuch ſhackles offajd 
., *be at liberty, until furprized by»ſome.uh- 
;- -Jeok'd-for Doom; from whence is no re- 
- «demption. CIV. 
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ro cheriſh thoſe Divine motions which is; 
| them there , when ſo raiſed; 'which-:is a; 
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A Frequent examination of our hearts;: 

A. 12 of uſe to.keep: men.cloſe up to Gods: 
lineſs, and ſome Rules are; very neceſſary to: 
examine our hearts by, ts know when we: 
walk:aright, a well to check renviſſneſs;: as: 


raiſe hearts up to Heaven, and may keep: - © 


great aſſurance. for fleſhand bloud when: 
converts; and will beget'a joyful hope; 
of being received into God's Boſom,: 
when become ſo Regenerate as to. find @ fits,  *} 
cere . delight to dwell there ; which is a; * 5 
great degree of bleſiedneſs, and a good; .. 
aſſurance that we ſhall.be fo for-ever:in; 
the next World, What labaxr thes.or- 7 
what time ſpent can be too much," to obtain. © 
Grace to become ſo univerſally cleanſed from: - | 
fin,: and univerſally obedient to Gads com. 

manas, as will produce a total reſignation. 
of onr ſelves, and all our Intereſts into Gods.,- * 
bands, and keep our hearts cloſe up to Hea=; 
ven, until we arrive there? For when Gad 
is the: prime objett of our Souls defixe,'we: 
ſhall take all opportanities to retire from the 
World: to converſe. with' God in humble 4 
2579 OE RA Adareſſes *** 
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E Addreſſes for our Eternal bibitation with. 
” Him in Glory, Butif this Duty of Medi- 
' ration be uſed asa ſervile Drudpery, to 
avoid a Rod held over us; we are not 
+ rightat heart, and far from being Rege- 
*  nerate, far from loving Gad, if we take 
--- nodclightin being with him; for though 


>> Humane Nature cannot reach to Angeli- 
- cal Holineſs, yet Evangelical fincerity- 


© = may be acquired by the Divine aſſiſtance, 
if rightly ſought! and then, 45s many 4s are 
led by thc Spirit of God, are become the Sons 
of Godz beyond which, no man can wiſh, 
nor think z and when this ſtate of Bliſs is 
obtained, with what diligence ought we 
to: keep it up to the higheſt pitch of love 
- and- gratitude that our fancy, and our 
= Faith can reach ; for by ſuch emanations 
fromthe Holy Ghofh, we may judge of Gods 
& dove to ws, and thereby gueſs what im- 
-  menſe Glory we ſhall have in Heaven. 
Lind thus we may daily feaFt onr Souls with 
Angels food, if we can converſe with God 
«right : So that to be Regenerate, mulci- 
plies our joys here, and aſſures our happi- 
- neſs in Heaven ; and though no man can 
;. of himſelf attain to this ſtate of Grace, 
 Withour the Divine aſſiſtance; ir is ne- 
yer denied, if ſincerely begged z nor was 
vs | ever 


.  >-B-nicht Thourhts. 169 
* eves given in-vain to deceive any many 
in the point of being Regenerate. 


CV. 


; ; K Pl 
. E have no better. way to-expreſs. 
UW N our loye and gratitude to God, 
® forall his Mercies andBleflings, then by 
Z our ſelf-denyals : For, our obedience to - 
* his Laws is duty, and no viztue-to'for- * 
bear a finthat we take no delight in. ; but = 
to.crucifie a beloved: darling Luſt; ra-- 
ther then offend Gad by: it:z that is: ſelf 
denyal': And unto whomſoever God gives 
ace to do ſo, he gives 4 joyful ſatisfattion 
ro his Soul for ſo great a vittory, as lays 4 
firm ſonndation to raiſe his Thoughts. te 
| Heaven on:: And is a good argument to 
ſhew that he fears Gods Threats, and: 
truſts jn. his Promiſes, as the. greateſt. 
Teſtimony of an active Faith ſo much re- 
* quired; Aud when all this is done, our 
# Chriſtian Warfare is not done; For when 
Carnal fins do ceaſe, and our Appetites.  - 
- are. overcome by Grace, Satan ſtill gur+ 
- ſues, in hope to fruſtrate the felicity of 
-* our Converſion, by diſturbing our Piety 
- . withSpiritual Pride,or ſome Enthufiaſms, 
| © coredUct us into his power again. So-thac. 
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”  Whenwe are beft, we muſt Watch and Pray 


moſt, for ſupplier of Grace to enablens ro 
fight on, leſt we end worſe then we begun. 
Ihe ſum of all that can be tagght, is to 
bring men to Godlineſs and Honeſty ; 


F -.. whichis the perfection of Chriſtianicy, 


CVI. 


I* isfaid inScripture, Thet without ho- 
lineſs, no man ſhall ſee the Lord; By 
which we may obſerve, that Gods In- 
junCtions are deſigned for mans greareft 
Happinefs ; becauſe Holineſs is certainly 


our only true Felicity in this World; and 


cannot beleſs in the next. For if by Righ- 
ttoufſneſs and Faith, we may ſce a glimpſe 
| arg Glory here; We ſhall ſee himin 

neſs of Glory at the ReſurreQion ; and 
enJoy him too on Chriſts account. , 


CVII. 


'O man did ever fetk God with a ſincere 

' heart, that miſſed to ſind him; God 
toves tobe fo ſought,. and to beſo foithd, 4s . 
' -we ſhall be ſure we have found him by onr 
- delight in him; All which it the work of 
» the Holy Ghoſt within us, to our great 
way! com 
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comfort here, always ro enjoy Go 


delight be ſet on him"! above all carthly 
fruwions. And thus we may find God, and © 


enjoy him as well in Conrts of Princes, «8 
in a Wilderneſs, if weprefer nothing he- 
fore the finding of him ; and fo the great- 


eſt Courtiers may live like Saints on 3 


Earth, and be Saints in Heaven when 
they die, 


CVIII. 


"Tis not amiſs for a. Righteous man 

ſometimes to fancy himſelf on h.s 
Death-Bed, with his Friends bewailing 
his departure from them ; whilc he pitics 


their miſtake, who pities him, that is 


going to ſee the face of God, in the face 


of Death ; and to meet Chriſt, who with'. 2: 
open Arms comes to receive his Soul ingo © * 
his Eternal reſt z Sach Adeditations 'will 5 
raiſe aur hearts to endeavour to dis ſo, and: 
will bring ua great Conſolation while we live - © 
ſo, tu Gods favoar, that our Faith ſail uot _ © 
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=Here is no Felicity like Piety, no 
- & Peace, no Security, no Conver- 
ſation, no diverſions can come into com- 
petition with a Divine Life , and Divine 
Love to God ; Soto fix our Intereſt in this 
world, and thenext ; for we ſhall fall as 
. welive,and ſhall riſe toeverlaſting Judg- 
ment as we fall ; For though Chriſt came 
into the world to call, yas to enable the 
greateſt of ſmners to become capable of this | 
Felicity here, and Salvation after; We 
muſt repent and forſake our Iniquities, or 
can haveno part in him. 


CX. 
\V FE cannot make too ftrif, a Cove. 


nant with our Eyes and Hearts to 
waich the deceitſnlneſs of Siu ; And ob- 
ſerve how every look,and every thoughr, 
»naturally apt 1nſenſibly- to convert in- 
nocent intentions, into evil ; before we 
diſcern the ſubtle enemy undermining of 
our Souls, with the fair appearances of 
harmleſs diverſions, if too much indul- 
ged! until they become deſtroying Snares, 
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pear” treats his profeſſed Lovers, 
 Þ as we do - one 'afhother , when we- 
find that a profeſſed ftiend has ſome con- - 
& cealed Jewel that he prizes above his pro-' 
® feſſions; though he offer up all the' reſt - 
3 which wedeflre not z we reject his Com- 
plement, and ſtill defire to have that re-- 
ſerved” beloved ' Jewel which he values 
above our Fayours.: And ſo God rejects - 
all our Complemental Services,” ant:/ our * 
reſerved darling Luſt be offered up to bins, \ 
as the-Jewel we moſt prize, and the on- - 
ly ſacrifice he will accept; '7hen in return; + 
of our whole hearts , he will give himſelf ; 
£0. #5 for ever. | 
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CX1I: 


- Et him that. thinks - he ſtands moſt * 
= fixed in Heaven, take heed leſt.he- 

3 fall; and remember :that' David / and | - 
Solomon,. (both of them Gods Favorites) 
could not ſtand longer then by his Grace - 
ſupported ; nor were our Saviours belo- }: 
ved Diſciples, all free from tumbling; by * 
which, and many more examples, we are : 
L 3. caught © 2 
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” My. 

*  tavght not to preſume on our own righ- 
* reouſneſs; but to logk)on our Frailtics 
as inherent to us, leſt Duſt and Aſhes 
ſhould preſtme on oor own performen- 
ces, wihoutcontinual Addrefles to God 
for ſuch Supplies as we do every moment 
need. And we may alſd think that God 
perniits ſome good men to ſore relapſts, 
toawake, and quicken thera to the fre-- 
quent duty of his 'Wotſhip,: ſo to:own 
bim, that ro man may hope: to 'ferve 
him as he ought, withouc hin For Sg- 
tan ts moſt buſie ant ambnribus to reduoe 
a: Convert out of Cheiſts flock, to be- 
came his/ſlave again ; rather then/to-Con- 


victory be accounts his: Maſter-picce, fo 
to ſubdue careleſs men, who toe much 
truſt unto their own Integrity, and take 


no heed how they ſtand, leſt chey fall. 
Dor von Coo XII: 
V 'TE cannot Pray too often, becauſe 


'ſhew ſucha difxeſpett; that the Glorious 
-Majeſty-: we ;approachj;;tums from us, 
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tinue his Celeſtial freedom ; fuch a- 


in / 


7 
* 
« 
#%7 
F 
Fa 


ET: : wail 
> &} S, 4-5 s 2 


—_ 
IT. : TT. Oo " . of" EIS 
TDD RI RA... T7 IE7. 1 A MON WOE 0 3A gu. 
*g om: r > Tat IPY 2 o f 
CG ao Sn IS IT, 
ts 3 . 


| SO PEG © Os 00 PORT "SN 
FA "OE TIM OE ERECT F156  vY R 
2 p BT ISR is Lia e..; * © |: a C28 ”'» -3,,.0, 
7 20 * © OI ed 33 18 1" 7, 


2; V- frequent ſincere Prayers. do F- 
bring down Bleflings: from Heaven; buc- 
. when we-mak: neghgent Addreſtrs, they 
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Petitions... 


For when we are excited to Divine Wor- 


ſhip by the Holy Ghoſt, God looks for ſuch 


intention of Spirit,with vigour in our Deve- 
ton, that ſhews bow wwch we value what 
we pray for ; He admits of our frequent- 
zealat all cimes, though he ſecs ouruns. 
worthineſs, and never fails to cheniſh.an 
humblecoatrite Spirit, when he rejeata a. 


preſumptuous Babbler. So.that when we 


approach to Pray,our firſt Petitian ſhould 

be, for Grace to prevent all diverſions 

from Satan, and our ſelves, who where 
his publick remptations fail, isever buſie.- 
tro diſturb our Devotions with frivolous. 
or foul ſuggeſtions, 


CXx1V: 
-T Ow cam: wa think that God dbyh + 


TI KL belicyethe Fequgnt Profeſſions we 
make,that we-love-Himabove all things, 
when we. foxlake himſo aften for trivial, 
and. vain fruitions ?.. for though no-man 
isfree from fuch Frailties, : as; ye. ought 


to Warich, -and Pray .for amendment of- 


by Grace from above! Far. to be abſo- 
lately. perfect, is impoſſible, becauſe our 


Nature will, not admitof ſuch Angelical # 
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; perfettion 5, yerno:manought to queſti: 
- on his ſincerity, becauſe he cannot do, 
that:which is impoſſible for men to do. 


CXV. 


3a E ſpend much of our time in lay-- 
; WV ing foundations for Happineſs 
+ on Earth; when:'our Happineſs is, thar 
we have none here , but-what- we can 
raiſe from.our Hopes: to find in Heaven ; 
which' we are. ſeldom- inclined tor think-- 
on; but when we find weare not ſo well 
_——_ for here, as we Hope to be 
tnere.: | 


| CXVI. 
Y- [A Ll men know that every moment- 
4 \ of our Lives, every ſtep we make, 
does advance us' towards the Grave; 
but we do not ſeriouſly :enough confider 
of this our- greateſt concern, while we 
march on with merry: hearts towards our 
Erernal Habitation. of Reſt,” and happi- 
neſt in Heaven ; (as we think) but in our 
+ careleſs journey: thither , . do entertain 
* our Souls with ſuch worthleſs Vanities, 
= orſuch. known Wickedneſs, for our Di- 
MW verſions; ; 
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verfions ; that we do often: miſtake the" - 
way, if not quite loſe it, and ſo arrive ©} 
at a diſmal Habitation of Woe, before. 
we ſce whither we are going; 


CXVIL 


E cannot Love, or Fear God too» 
V ' much, wecannot Thank Him, 
or Truſt in Him too much, nor. Think of 
Him too often,. from. whom- we have all 
that we enjoy, and on whoſe free Mercy 
our Eternal Doom. depends; and this: 
Moment may be that Doom to every one 
of us. So they he is the moſt Happy man in: 
this World, that Lives ever the moſt re 
to Die; With a ſincere defire to bewith * 
God ; which is: a-ſure mark of his Re= -..; 
conciliation, and Adoption; To love Ged 
thus, andto be thus. beloved of Him, will 
bring ws to delight in God above all his 
Creatures , which is the higheſt Felicity 
onr Piety can aim at. $ 


CXVIIL . 


£4. Prajer.]. 


Ord: Enrich all Hearts: with Divine- 1 
Love, thar-defire it, and —_ F- 


Bo Foe itn 


"ook coo to. i 
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* their Souls with 

”, Thee, as to Live Rightcouſly, and to 
value ſuch enlightning Comforts as flow 
from thoſe Tranſports thou doeſt afford unto 
Recotciled finners, become Regenerate; 
fo toencourage them to Inform, and Re- 
claim ſuch as go Aſtray, by ſeeing the 
vaſtdelights that do attend thine Adop- 
ted Sons, in their way to Heaven ; And 
by that bright Light from above, to judge 
- thy Celeſtial Joys prepared for them 

rc, 


N 


ought not to think of, is too Natural to 
us; -but to think of the Everlafting Tor- 
ments in Hell, comparatively with our 
perty ſhort Pains here, will Fright us 
'. Into ſome Care not to offend God ſo, as 

to ſend us thither: But to think of the 
fFoys of Heaven as we ought, and by our 
Faith in Chriſt to bring ws thither ; with 
onr Love to God, our Chriſtian Charity, our 


CXIX. 


Ot to think at all, is impoſſible, and 


| Purity of Hears, and our Humility to God: 
' nid Has; Which is the Divine Lovers 


= Part, whos ever thinking on bis _ 
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defires towards 


to think too much of what we. . 
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COHOUATES. Fi [> OY 
nal Bliſs, and how to pleaſe God moſt, 
ſo to prepare for Heaven, which he ſees * 
every moment is at hand; and the joy- 
ful expectation of that Happy Hour, 1s 
| his Souls continual Conſolation; asthoſe 
; will find, who do Sincerely labour for it, 


= CXX. 


T.is one of the Devils chicf Arts, to 
cheat men into a belief that itis a 
Melancholly thing to be Religious ; 'Bwe 
amantruly Regenerate, will need no other 
arguments to convince the contrary, then 
what he finds in his owy Heart of- Delight, 
when the Holy Ghoſt has taken poſſeſſion 
there; and when hi; Rttirements with God, - 


; will furniſh himſo fally with his Lavi 
' Kindneſs, and thoſe Enlightning Gift 
| thoſe Beatifying Graces, and Refreſhi 

Comforts, Divine Manifeſtations 0 
his preſence, creating ſuch a Joy, with ſuc 
Peace of Conſcience , that no Carnal "Ap- 
petites, nor allthe Malice of Men and De- 
vils, can remove bim from bis firm $ta- 
tion of Bliſs, which be participates of inthis 
eſe Tof Rrows only. But no.man-can 
believe this; nor gueſs ar the Feligliwof 

a Pious Life, untit he do obtain Grace 2 
to become Regenerate. CXXI”; 
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2 Hoever -conſiders that his day 

| { of Death, -is his day of Judg- 
ment ,. for. his Eternal Being; will: find 
that his time yet to Live, is little enough. 
to ask God Pardon for the time he has 
miſpent z Whoever doth cloſely and ſe- 
riouſly ſet. to this great work. of Con- 
verlion, will find that his Sighs: and 
Tears,, will produce more. Joy in his 
Latter-days, then re-aCting. his former 
Crimes would be, when the two Etergi- 
tics are put into the Scales. 


CXXII, 


* Et us notpleaſe our ſclves with pre- 
ſumptuous Thoughts, That we are 

the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, till we have 
examinedoxr Hearts ſtrifily, to find if we 
- are free fromall Habitual Sins, in. Thanght, 
- Word, andDeed ; for God will vot awell in 
|  @ Pollated Temple : We muſt next examine 
| "What proportion of Divine Joy, the Holy 
Spirit fills our New Hearts with , to Con- 
* firm, andSaxttify aur Souls, in the Love, 
&" "and Service of God, thus dwelling. in «s ; 
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rid then obſerve, what a new kind of va 
tertainment #t is; to-Delight in God, with 
the peace of a quiet Conſcience ;."which'by 
frequent Meditations, will hold us up + 
above the reach of aty.ſtorms, that Sa- 7 
tan can raiſe, or the malice of Men can 
contrive againſt us ; And then we. ajt $6 
fix all this Happinefs, by worthy recev- 
ing of the Holy Sacramenty So as Chreft 
may be Born within ns 4 and. be ſo 'Unired 
w#nt0/45, 85 toconfirm our Spivitudl: Fill 
s tion: Thas qualified, we may! look. ou out 
s ſelves as Temples of the Holy Ghoſt ; In all 
£ humility rejoycing to be lo Blefſed, when 
| we areſo, | 


CXXIHIL 

'4 
E onght to enter Caveats in ont 
V | Hearts, againſt the approathes 
of ſuch ſorts of Temptations 4s we fear ſh 
«nd on all occaſions, 10. ſearch the \Regiftus 
of oar Vows made to Gvd; to ſee if w& = 
donor ſtand pre-ingaged to Him, 'toiret—— 


ſiſt the Temptation then Aſſulring /uby - 4 
and if ſo, how unworthy ſhall we be to % 
to.break our Word with God, upon Re- 
£ord; and how dangerous to provoke his 
anger by ſuch a OI ; thus we may © 

de-:...7 


EY DS = $a ae 0 = Hs. "Y Fx 
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' deftroy many deſigns from Satan, and 
our ſelves oftentimes the worſe Devil 
of the two. ; : 


CX XIV. 


WW: are too often abuſed by flatter- 
| ing diverſions, 4: if Holy Medit a- 
:0n5 were not more pleaſant, and more du- 
wable, then vain delights; Which rob us of 
our real Eſſential Joys, for ſhadows of 


Pleaſures, that ever abuſe us. 
| CXXV. 


\ v.94 E ought often to conſider of how 
| lictle valueall'is; that we have 
on Earth, which we muſt for ever de- 
part from when we die; and ſhould 
therefore.ſet our ſelves to ſecure a Bleſſed 
Eternity where we go; Andwhich God 
MmVites Ks to, on the cafie terms of _ 
ting onr paſt ſins ; and forſaking thoſe 
Crimes, which we have been ſo often 
cloyed with. F 


CXXVE} 
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CXxXXVI. 


| By t thy Spiritual Reſarretion from ſin, 
(which is Gods works within. thee) 
aſſure thy reconciliation , and confirm thy 
Elefion, ſo 4s to fill thy heart with bright 
flames of a fincere Evangelical Devotion, 
that thou maye#t live and ſerve God chear- 
fully, until thy time comes to die; And then 
with a Holy valour paſs through the 
Grave with a lively Faith to participare 
of His Glory, at the Reſurreftion ; For 
by a ready ſubmiſſion, thou wilt Conguer 
that great Tyrant Death, by 4 ferely of © 
thoſe Celeſtial joys, that-.y aiſe thy Soul ts 
know thou ſhalt be with God, the moment 

that thon dieſt, Rn 


Os 


CXXVIL 


E ought to Pray continually for the 
Holy Ghoſt to dwell in us; to in- 


form and enable us to do our duty in all 


* chings, with the Spirit of Faith, which + b- 


will zjmprove our zeal, and: to contemn 

this Worlds Glories, and will fill out 

hearts with higher thoughts for a joyful 
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expectation of a Crown in Heaven, pre- ? 
- pared for thofe who-yalug ir. 


©», | TS 


VE fronld always have inmind when 
| the Spirit and the Fleſh conteit 
within ws ; That our Will is the Judge 
berween thoſe two Solicitors, and that 
God leaves the option of our Eternal 
* Bliſs, or Eternal Woe tous ; that is, whe» 
ther we will become Spiritual Diſciples, 
or Carnal Sinners; for no Temptations 
can make us guilty, unleſs. we canſcnt 


© fin. | 
CIAXIX, 


; He greateft argument againſt De-. 
S | ſpair, and for a Pjous Life, is very 
ſhort : That if we ap repent, and forſake 
our fins,with a ſincere univerſal obedience for 
the future; 'we ſoall be as certain to par- 
rake of Gods promiſed Mercies, as if we 
had never. goue on in thoſe former ſons ; 
Though: great and frequently .repeared, 
which is-great comfort unto all fiich a. 
Hope togo'to Heaven, - OO 7 


CXXK, 


— ENT: of mankind] do ſpend 
moſt part- of their, Lives, on the 
I Acquif tion of Wealth ,Honour, 
Learning,...or Roar and arg but gn- 
re excha nts,. that. purchaſe Kith 
Jewelywich þ hore hazards, and: Ak: er 
at then their 1ntrinfick value will 
em to be gainers by, when gb+ 

wy . And. for which, we. pay. maſt 
part. of TT PreciouR time, that is the 
only Treaſure: wes have3/ and-of much 
more wortb,.thens can purchaſe in 
this World, by the profuſe expence of #4 
that time, on ſuch gliſtering Trifles as . 
muſt periſh with us, if not before us; © 
When. , tenth. part of ' our miſ: ſpent time, 
wand. procure. Eternal: Wealth ,,'Hezoar 
<fq beyoud expreſſion for our [mmerial 

Fs Ff.we would devoutly Traffick for Hea- 
ven: But we are naturally inclined to ſet 
our hearts on: preſent Fruitions,. mare | 
then a hundred . times. thejr value in re- 
erſo 9 FOR, Heaven is, or-may be 
far off, and we have time enough ito 
think of that, when we have nothing 
elſe todo; though this minute we may 
| M 3 be 
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4 © becalled toour Eternal oom ; and too. 
> late find the A ohornete a Re- 


probate, anda Regenerate Life. 
CXXKXI. 


AMay truly Regenerate, will not ad* 

mir of the leaft conteſt from Carnal 
Appertites, his heartbring ſo fixed on Hea- 
wvenly joys, that he- deteſts all approaches 
ro divert him, as below the pleaſure he has 
in' his Converſation with God'in private ; 
Who he believes will affuredly bring him 
to Heaven, if he prefer his Service, be- 
fore the fading Bubblcs of this World. 


CXXXII, 


F all' the Bleflings. thar God be- 
' ſtows on men, There is none greater 


then the Peace of Conſcience, which a Pions 


man finds when he is dying with great com- 
fort; And which ought to invite all men 
to live Divine Lives, with aſſurance that 
God ſees our ſincerity, and gives ſuffici- 


ent grace accordingly, at the hour of 


+ © 'Death; MEN” 


CXXXUL 


—F 1 
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CXXX1H. : 
A Great Reprobate, (by the Gr ice if J 


God) become Regenerate, can expe- 

rimentally judge how much the felicity of 
Piety doth exceed his former Epicariſms: 
Men in this World, without putting Eter- ' 

nity into the Scales, againſt moments z 
and obſerves that the continual tranqur- 
lity of a quiet. Conſcience is much more 


; pleaſant, thenall his-paſt unlawful Frui- 

N tions, attended with ſuch Terrors as a 

A guilcy: Soul is loaded wirh: - -Y 
2 CXXXIV: | 


T7 Very Pious man that has forſakenhis 
E ſins, forfear to" offend God., who 


r he pretends to fove alfo ; 'does begin - 
Ys well: nd when God feev' his ſincerity to 


obey him in all things, He will not let him 
reſt there, but adds Faith and Grace till 
his heart longs for anearer Communion with 
Chriſt in Heaven; and by 4 daily cuſtom of * : 
ſuch elevated Meditations, God will bring 
this Pious man to deſpiſe this World, ah ; 
to®overcome the Terrors of the Grave, 2 
by his expeationof Heaven, where his 
Soullongs tobe. CXXXV, : 


PE ILY 4 } 


Equil not defire to die, to as 

iction here; But if we can 

obtain Ea for ſo Divine 4 Love-to- Gad,. 

as.ta be glad ta go to Hint, when He calls 

for as 4 Fhat. will: be enough; end ſuch 

holy courage; at the hour of death; will 
JEPCLFene Joy ta Qur expiring Souls... 


CXX XVI. 


qe Souls of Righteous: mem. are 
ſaid to be with God the moment 


_—_ —_ that God — 
e Soxls that ferved,: aud: trufte 
Yom as well as for lis deperted = 9rg 
We-need to defire no- more then. to be. 
with. them: 


 CXXXVIL 


3 T He Defign of Reading the, Scrip- 
A. :; ures ;; Preaching ,, Praying, and 
| Fakting 1540, bring us to lead ſigh "pm 

IVEg, 


Lives, as may ſhew our Faith-and 'Lave -; |: 
to God 3 And ſo 10 divert our hearts from - ©: 
Worldly vanities , by conſtant Meditations - 
own thi Joys of Heaven, to invite us| this . 
ther : And alſo encourage our timerous 
Soxls with grace from above, to contemn 
the Grave, whexe they ſhall not reſt one 
moment. Which if well conſidered, our 
Holy Reſolutions would ſcorn to fear, 
and ſhrink back from: the-laſt ſtep 'we *7 
muſt make, to take poſlcſſion of the *_ 
Crown we ſeem. to labour for, which will _ ; 
ſhew that we have but cold dcfues.to 7 
be with God. IE 


CXXXVIIL 


O Regenerate man can be miſtaker® 

' In Gods Service,who ſets his Heart  - 
tincerely to that. work; for God who. 
ſees eur hearts throughout, will not 
loſe. ſuch a Votary; bur wit! Saritify © 
his zeal, and make. hm ſee that an” 
humble contrite heart, is the: Sacrifice He * 
likes ; And will ſhew by hisreturns of Came 
fort, and Conſolation to ſucb 4 many that 
his Soul wilt he tranſpirited with Raptawes 
of joy, 11£ hits Divine Contemplarions , when 


bo fit ſuch impard ference of Grdofavats . | 
546 that * 
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that he cannot doubt of his Reconciliation; 
when thus enriched with Grace, andthneoled 
by the Holy GhoFt, his devout heart will 
riſe higher, with bright flames of Love; 
_ aſpiring to get intoChriſts boſom. 


CXXXIX: 


7 E ſhould in our Meditations, oft en 

refleF on the wnquiet, and uncertain 
wealth and. Honoxrs w/ this World, and how 
wnworthy ſuch fleeting fruitions are, to be 
Preferred before Eternal felicities ; that ſo 
we may not ſet our hearts, and ſpend our 
time on ſuch vain acquiſitions, when im- 
mortal happineſs will'be had on eaſier, 
and more certain terms, and we ſurely 
become the Sons of God. | 


CXL.. 


He greateſt buſineſs of our Lives is 
'to learn to die with holy courage, 
| and not to ſtart from the Grave, nor re- 
| = at ſuch means and methods, as our 
ind God appoints, to make us willing to 
come to Him, and by ſuch-gentle corre- 
© Cons, to withdraw us from the World, , 
| - that onr hearts may be always working *Pþ 
W-! towards 


ih SS: 
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towards his Throne of Mercy; where Chrift  ” 

has purchaſed places for converted fin. 
ners, amongſt the Angels, «yd has appoin- 
ted his Holy Spirit to invite, aud condutt ud 
thither, by his inward comforts which 
grow from the Goſpel-promiſes, (and is 
the Chriſtian Faith ) that repented ſins  * 
forſaken, ſhall not be charged on us in 
this World, nor the next; which is the 
foundation of Divine valour.in a dying 
convert. 


CXLI. 


W we GL TS 


T2 generality of mankind, are natus- 
' A rally inclined to love thoſe who love 
them, and to judge of Friendſhip and Ha» 
tred, by the affiſting or crofling our de- 
ſigns in this World ; and the univerſal ob- 
zeEt herein, is Death : Sothenweare to 
conſider the rea] effects of this great Mo- 
narchs power, that controuls the World, 
and ſee whether he be a more general 
Friend, or Enemy to mankind : For as he 
cuts down ſome in their firſt Buds, others : 
in the prime Bloſſoms of their youth, and 
ſurprizes many of riper years, by hurry- 

ing them into unexpected deſtruftion, - 7 
from ſuch Wealth, and Honours, as their * 
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2 carndl hearts were woke ears: with ; 


yer the fame Death, is kind ro the moſt - 


of incn, who are opptefſed with various 
ſorrs of Agonics, both of mind and body, 
beyond:the cure of 'the beſt Remedies, 
until by Death releaſed from all degrees 
of maladies, and miſerics. Now if all this 
| be well coufilleredl; we may bring our ſelves 
* . Fo ſuch an acquaimance with this mighty 
* SF#fonarch Death, by x daily converſation, 
| and preparation for our ſubmiſſion ro bis un« 
 Treſittable command, ſo as to rejoyce when 
”- we are freed from future evils, and by 
F Death condatted to our Eternal Reft. And 
- ehefame moment thar 'our Souls expire, 
we ſhall conquer Him, who. conquers/all 
the World; and for ever Friumph over 
his Victories over as. So char 'ris our 
weak Faith, and frail Nature, that makes 
Death ſeem ſo terrible an. Enemy unto 
Innes men only. --. 


CXL1L 


| OY rue joyuf 4 good Sent init his yporld, 
i7k &* tht very joy in Heaven, only there 
- ipetiareRed with Gtory, which a 
* - cRigheeous man enjoys that moment He 
ob; without ary ſtop by the way. 
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ATHere is nothing more worthy of our 
| continual thoughts, our utmoſt-en-- 
deavours, and hearty prayers, the ts ob- 
tain the Bleſſedneſs to become Regenerate : 
For when the Holy Ghoſt ſanttifies the heart 
of ſuch a man, with the comfortable marks 
of bis Reconciliation, and Adoption,. that. 
2141 will ſoon find the continual feaZt of a 
o0d«-conſcience while he lives, to be more 
pleaſant then all ether things which this 
World affords; and at his hour of death; 
the felicity of his Adoption will fill-his 
Soul with holy valour, and accompany 
him to his Everlaſting Glory. Which joy 
no mortal fancy can conceive, and is the 
higheſt works of our ſtrongeſt. Faith to | 
think on, and to prepare for. OS 


CXLIV.. 


| 5 Fog can upon examination, find 
ſuch comfort in - his Soul, as to be 
ever ready and willing to appear at the 
day of Judgment, mit be enlyghrned and + 


guided by the Holy Gho#t, and ſanthfied by 


and 


and from all worldly temptations ; ſo as 
his chief delight; will be in a Divine con- 
verfation with God, by frequent approaches, 
for the continuance of ſuch mercies as 
have ſo raifed him from the terrors of 
Hell, unto the joys:of Heaven. | 


CXLV. 

Hle trady Pious man, 1s. always blowing 

up hu ſmoaking Flax, to flaming 
Love, for thoſe daily mercics and bleffings 
he receives from God z ſo to teach others 
the felicity he finds therein, .to invite 
them to Heaven. | 


, *. 


CXLVL. 


O hear, to read, to wtite and medi- 

tate, and to pray often, are the 
means to underſtand our Duty unto God, 
as alſo to fix our Faith: But if we do not 
live and practife accordingly, our. great 
knowledge will aggravate our crimes, 
and provoke God's anger againſt ns, for 
ſlighring thoſe Divine Inftruttions, which 
rhe Holy Ghoſt inſpires #« with, and far 
which God expeCts an account from us, 
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 CXLVH. 


E that can make a total reſignation 

of himſelf, with all his Intereſts,jin- 
to Gods hands, has made a great ad- 
vance towards Heaven, and may truſt-in 
God ; ſo the foundation of his Truſt, be laid 
deep in a fixed heart, on a Spiritual Ree 
ſurreftion., univerſally cleanſed from all 
known ſins, and ſo Reconciled, that God will 
accept of the Truſt :. But we arc too apt 
to miſtake ſuch Reſignations, and to flat- 
ter oar ſelycs with-Peace. of £ 4 
on that account, without a due Examina- _} 
tion, whether all our ations and affecti- © 2} 
ons, do. juſtifie ſuch a Reſignation as we 
,offer up to God; without which, it isa 
rene. proluroption to- pretend to Truſt 
in God. 


CXLVIIIL. 


O be Regenerate , does include all 
T Bleſſedneſs thatwe are capable of in 
this World, with a joyful proſpect inte 
thoſe Erernal felicities we ſhall have in 
Heaven; and is a ſure Teſtimony of our 


N 2. CXLIX,.Þ 


Reconciliation. 


CXLIX. 


þ nothing more clear, thenthat- 
' & Holineſs is the foundation: of true 
Happineſs, -even 'inthis World, and can- 
not be doubred in the next; for- whoever 
lives a Divine life; will have his heart 
full of Divine love to God, and then will: 


ſoon find the felicity of Piety; to be ſo. 


much more pleaſantthen af other Diver- 
ſions, that he will take all the opportu- 
* ities. he can; borh' day and" night to ap= 
proach God in Holy Meditations, and hum- 
ble Prayers, as the moſt delightful enrer- 


tainment his Soul is: capable of on this. 


ſide Heaven; andwill find God's favour 
confirmed to him, by Grace ſufficient to 
ſupport his-contented heart-through all 


the Storms this World can raiſe; and fill. 


him with joyful thoughts of his Salva-. 

tion at the hour of death, which is our 

higheſt Aim, by the perfeCtion of. Piety. 

to obtain, s | 
CL. 
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- Ord give us Graceto diſcern the bot- 


& 4. tom of our own hearts, that.we be. 
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7 
not deceived by too Might a ſearch for 
Divine Love there ; nor flatter our ſelves 
with hopes of being Favourites in Hea- 
ven, while we prefer thy Creatures be- 
fore Thee, and ſee it not. Lord guide us 
by thy Divine Light, and make us ſeethat 
true Deyotion is the moſt ſatisfying di- 
verſion we can have ; and will enrich our 
hearts with deſires- to be with-Thee in. 
Paradiſe, and will create courage ta paſs 
chearfully through the Grave, ſo to ju- 
ſtifie our Faith, by our laſt ſtep-out of 
this World, into a glorious Eternity with - 
Thee our God, . X 
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F we conſider how . many times we” 
7 have ſtumbled, in our Chriſtian courſe, 
5 | and how many times fallen, and by what 
ſmall Rubs been overthrown, we ſhould : 
x | take more care to ſtumble no' more at 
y. ſuch Straws; but pray for Grace to en- 

* | able us: to run over all 'Mountainous + 
temptations; if they croſs our way to | 
Heaven ; and when God ſees a vigorous : 
ſincerity to ſerve, love, and truſt in Him, 
He is then ready to ſupport us. through 
the whole courſe of our lives; which no 

- 0s man : 
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man can doubt of, that obſerves how 

God admits of our many riſings, after ſo 

.many great and wilful falls as moſt men 

make; and yet He ſtill invites us to re- 

' Pair paſt Evils, by running out our new 

courſe better, with a due proſpect to our 

faſt ſtep into the Grave, from whence we 

muſt ariſe to claim the Crown we run 

for. And this will raiſe all deyout hearts, . 
to the brighteſt lame of Faith, and Love, 
that men are capable of; when we confi- 
der: that every moment of our life, may 
be that laſt ſtep, by which we muſt gain, 
or loſe the Crown werun for.. 


CLII. 


-Ecauſe Angelical obedience is a per- 
feftion of Holineſs above the capa- 
. City of Humane Nature, God does make 
allowance for ſincerity in performance 
of Duties z; but Himſelf holds the Scales, 
to ſee that our ſincerity be full weight, 
according to the grains He allows us. 
And the Holy Ghoſt within us, has a Con- 
. tinual Treaſury, where thoſe grains are 
ſo repoſited, as to be ever ready.to ſup- 
ply our ſincerity, and to turn the Scake 
for our advantage, according to ever) 
| maT 
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mans utmoſt endeavours, which will ne- 4 


y 
0 ver r-be rejected for want of weight. 

n 
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W 

Ir Et no man deſpair of the forgiveneſs-. 

7E of his ſins, if he do confeſs them to 
In God, and. do turn. from them to Him . *? 
s,. with ſincere contrition, and repentance, . - | 
c, devoutly pradtiſed for the fature, in Obe- . 
4 dience, Love, and Faith, truſting in Gods 
y Mercy and Grace, with our nce on-+ 


ny Chriſts Righteouſneſs imparted unto us3. - 
on which aſſurance, we may live with . : 
comfort, and die with- joy. And who... - 

ever doth entertain himſelf with fach- ; 

- frequent Meditations, will find them to- * 


T- be the moſt delightful diverſions he can - 
A- have, to conſider that though we may: 9 
ke fail in our beſt endeavours, Gocls Mer 

ce and Chriſts Righteouſneſs can never Fail, 
TA way never be exhauſted on our fins, | 


porting ſincere Penitents , until”: 
i t unto Heaven ; ſo that in this 
high oil of future Eternal Bliſs, 
we ought to be contented with our Low 
on Earth, whatever they be ; truſting in 
Gods free Mercy, and Chriſts Meriti bh 
without deſpairing of our Salvation, 2 
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we can repent paſt crimes, and forſake © 
them for the-future : But if we have not 
a Reſurreftion from ſin in this World, we 
ſhall have no Reſurrection to Glory in: 
the next World... 


CLIV. 


lety and Faith, include all Chriſtia- - 
; nity ; but we often miſtake Praying, . 
Preaching,” and Godly talk,. for Piety, 


& -- which' are but. ſteps towards it; for we 


 are.obliged. to do Righteouſneſs, or elſe 
* We are not of God: and ſo it is with 
thoſe who think their Faith ſufficient, that 
can©( Parrot-like ) repeat their Creed ; 
* when tis our aCtive-Faith that is requi- 
- red, to do what the Goſpel teaches. So - 
that if a.due regard to Faith, and Piety 
* be ſettled in our hearts, we ſhoxld find - 
| more time for : Meditations on thoſe great 
E- concerns, Whatever our. Callings, or Im- 
- ploymeats be; for our Bodies cannot be - 
> ſo.cngag'd to labour, or in any Court- 


- crouds ſo imploy d, but our. Souls may 


© be raiſed up to God in fervent Ejacula- | 


* tions;without any Tongue- noiſe, or Face- 


© diſcovery, to-inform God,' who knows | 
© our. hearts better then our ſelves do. , So - 
'p that - 


iv-niaht Thouthts: 14x 

that by Faith, and'Piety, we may converſe 

with God here, and begin our Eternal hap-. 
pineſs on Earth. | 


CLV. 


Tis a wonder'to ſee that all mankind 


ſhould be loth to leave this World, _ 


where ſo few are truly happy, or that 
think themſelves ſo; ( as to be conten- 
ted: ). The weak Old fick man, would. 
live-on 'in pains ; the ſtrong and healthy 
Youth, the Rich, the Poor, 'the great in- 
Titles and Commands, the Mighty Prin- 
ces, and their Slaves; all of all ſorts are: 
ſubject to repine, to Envy, and to Ma. 
lice, Revenge, and Avarioe, vo Ambitiad,. 
or ſome other difoontent: that robs ther 
hearts' of peace; and yet all deſire to 
tive on: though onr days;if juſtly divided! 
we ſhould find three parts of four, allot- 
ted unto cares; fears; troubles; and for. 
rows; and'the remaining part; enter- 
tained with ſhadows of delight; to mock 
our ſenſes, rather then ſuch real plea= * 
ſures as can affeq our Souls; and yet no- 2 
time; no arguments; no- examples, nor -: 
our own daily experience, can divert our 
frail Natures from this: infelicity, which: 
| Wass * 


; my ' Didnight Thoughts. 


was created withusg/bya mighty Provi- 
dence, to ſhew that our time of Sojour- 


niog here, muſt not afford any thing of 
value to divert our hearts from aimint 
at our Eternal habitation of Reſt ; where 
We are to expect more felicity, then we 
now -know -how'to wiſh for. Bur this the 
Regentrate man can only under land, who 
kwows the felicity of Piety, and finds there 
is no ſceurity on Earth, but in loving, 
fearing, and ſerving:God, which aſſures 
him of a place in Heaven, and, gives him 
;& comfortable patiage thicher. 


CLVYVL 


men did conſider their Chriſtian cal- 

Er - ling, and the miraculeus Plantation 
E. * of af che Gafpel of Chriſt, by twelye illice- 
Tate men, who were tawght by the Spirit of 
God, for the converſion of the then Hea- 
then World ; we ſhould now have more 
active Faith, then generally appears by 
the lives of men ; for though we are nat 
called ro a ſevere bloudy Martyrdom, 
a8 /in- the:Primitive: Age, to juſtifie onr 
Faith by Torments unto death-;; But by 
. the-great mercy of God, our required 

| "png now ſo gentle, jn:c0ompa- 


riſon 
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riſon of their ſaffermgs; that we; are 
called to Obedience, and FairFF only ro 
own what thoſe Bleſſed Martyrs died for. 
So that if we prefer Gods Glory and his. 
Service, before our own Carnal Appe- 
tites, we ſhall refift all temptations to 
Luft, and Vanities, which offend God, 
and deſtroy our preſent felicity alſo. 
When this caſie happy Martyrdom of 
ſin, is only required of'us, to-repentpaſt 
crimes, and forbear to repeat them; we 
ſhall receive in lieu thereof, Gods fayour 
here, and-Eternal-Joy in Heaven, 


CLVII. 


f A Frequent conſideration of onr Rate 
towards God, ſhews- us the” beſt 
proſpeR towards Heaven, and doth teach 
us the way thither ; and begets holy de- 
ſires on the expectation of our future 
Joys; and ſuch confideration alfo, gives 
us the proſpett of thofe everlaſting flames 
'that attend us in Hell, if we runion'in 
finning ; and will terrific our hearts with 
the expectation of future Torments, -if 
we neither vaſne Gods promiſes, nor 
fear his threats: So that nothing can be 
amore concern to mankind, then frequent 
and 
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E and ſerious. as var of all-we (ay, 
.do, and Miok, 


CL VEIL 


fear to die, is a; contradiction. to 
- our Faith, and all the zeal-we pro» 
feſs to God, when we fear tobe with Him 
in Glory ;- and by which, we undervalue 
Chriſts purchaſe of a place in Heaven for 
us, by peeſecring our-abode here, before 
Ecernal happineſs with Him,. which: we 
Lan never. obtain. but. by dying.. 


BLIS. 


JO conſiderate man. can pretend-to 

. fear God, and-do what he is fure 
will offend Him ; nor can he think-that 
he loves God, when by committing wil- 
ful known ſins, he contemns his Laws ; 
Kor can he believe that he has any argu- 
ment to truſt.in God, who.does. neither 
love, fear, nor ſerve him as he ought; 
,nor can pretend to any parcel.of Divine 


{ - Graee, or comfort in death, if he live and 


dic in his habitual courſe of ſinning; 


CLYX: 


CLE; © | 
| Hy doChriſtians fear £o die, byt 
V becauſe we do not live after 
Chriſtian Principles 5 which negleR, be- 
gers infidelity, and makes us doabr-to 
unto-Chriſt, elſe we could not fear to 
with Him, who ſits at Godsright hand in 
Heaven; and where we may participate 
of his Eternal'Glory, if welive after his 
Goſpel Rules here 4 by which-we ſhafl. 
ſcora the terrorsof Death, and make our 
days on Earth. alſo as happy, as long. 
Bur if we goonin Voluptuous 'Iniquities, 


pamper'd up for the day of Slaughter, .. 2 
twill be no wonder that-we tremble-at-:/ 
our Diſſolution, and the approach of the '.-*? 
terrible day of Judgment, Burtif we live --' 
ready todie, and fit to ſte y hart Rios Ws 


the Grave will prove cafier, then a long - 
- life, if-compared'with the ſhort pleaſures . 
'of our |beſt Worldly enioyments,, that: 


erp eur hearke from Heaven. + 1-4] 
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Requent confideration of onr Boerich, 
does beget a ane examination 'of' owr _. 
O | hearts, "4g 


* 
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o whether God be there, to dires aud | 


ſupport ws in onr.'way to Heaven; or if + 
Satan governs, what a diſmal Eternity ! 
we ate haſting to; ſo that to have God | 
always in onr fight, by a frequent examina- 
tion of onr hearts, we may check the firſt : 
appearance of Evil, with the thought of ; 


* Eternal condemnation ; but if Good-. | 


neſs inhabit here, then to cheriſh ſuch 1 
thoughts. as will blow the holy Fire into *' 
flaming Zeal, and declare an Intereſt in | 
Chriſt : And by a daily cuſtom thus to re- 

tire and conſider of our Salvation, will fill 
exr hearts with ſuch a pleaſing habit of Ho- 
lineſs, as will bring God home to wm, who 
will not permit a wicked thought where | 
He is pleaſed to dwell. . , 


CLAN 


F we did duly conſider that our tranſpe- * 

rent bearts, do ſhew our moſt ſecret 
thoughts to God, we ſhould not ſo often } 
provoke him to Anger, by putting our |: 
evil thoughts into action ; this would be 
of great uſe, if by praftices we can bring -! 
cur hearts to be as tranſparent to our . 
ſely 8s, as they are to God; and would . 
4n.a-lictle time obtain Grace to caſt out 
_ wicked 2? 


_ 


wicked fancies, as faſt as Saran can fug- 
geſt them; or our own fancies create 
them 3 which then would leave no ſtings 
behind, to- poiſon hearts (o ſtrong y 
guarded, 


CLXIIE 


'E ought tobe ever mindful that 

true Religion, is tolead a' Divine 
Life, and will beget Divine Love in our 
hearts to.God, and to endeavour to en- 
dear our elves ſo, as to become capable 
of his Love to us, though we can never 
be worthy of it, we ſhall not fail to have 
it, ifwe ſincerely deſire it. 


CLXIV. 


TY Goſpel ſays, . that our Saviour 
died to fatisfie God for the ſins of all 
mankind, that truly repent, and amend; 
and do ſtedfaſtly believe that if we do ſo, 
all our fins, how many and how great ſo 
ever, ſhall be forgiven us. We muſt then 
enquire of our own: hearts, for the truth 


of our repentance, whether we ſhall find - I 
Arguments to doubt, or-to' belieye our - t 


; _—_ to be in the number of chem that 
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| Chrift came to bleſs, by turning-us from 
our Iniquities ; and then it. will be our 
Duties, as an effect of our Faith, to be- 
lieve we are amongſt ſuch penitent fin- 
ners as Chriſt has Redecmed with his 
Bloud, and will be no preſumption to 
think we ſhall have places in Heaven on 
His account, if we come to God by Him ;. 
and may alſo. have an humble affurance 
in our own hearts, of ſuch a joyful Re- 
ſurrection, as will allay the terrors of 
Death, and give us a chearful paſſage to 
his Eternal Bliſs z and thus Pious Peni- 
_ rents may dic chearfully, without pre- 
ſuming. on their own Juſtification, and 
; leſs aſſurance they this, may prove a: 
--___groundleſs feſpair, on our diffidence in 
- Gods promiſes, or an andervaluing of. 
E Chriſts Merits. and Interceſſion for us ; 
. on which our Repentance, and Conver- 
ſion is grounded, and our Salvation de- 
pends.. Lis 


CLXV, 


Onfideration. has a vaſt extent,_jt 
reaches all paſt time, and Jooks on 
towards Eternity to come ; it ſearches in- 
ro Hell, and up to Heayen, and humbly 

COn=. 
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- confults the glorious 
and teaches us how to know, and obey 
his Will ; it enquires into the bottom of 
our own hearts, and the fathomleſs 
thoughts of our unbounded fancies, how 
they ſtand towards the Obedience we 
profeſs to God ; And ifon a full confide- 
ration of all our ways, we find our hearts 
fixed on God, it does- produce Divine 
conſolations, it entertains and ſatisfies us 
with a continual variety of joyful objects 
to enlarge our Souls on, ſuitable to the 
great end we aim at. So that conſide- 
ration is the greateſt and moſt: uſeful 
Leſſon, that was ever taught to-man z. 
and the moſt delightful ſtudy we can 
praRice, to make our troubleſom traycls 
in this World eafie to us, by our conſtant 
expectation of Eternal Joy, and Glory at. 
our Journeys end ; which requires much 
conſideration how: to reach, leſt.we miſs 
our way. thither. He. that retires to con+ 
fider what he muit do to. be. ſaved, makes 
his ,Religion his buſineſs, for without re- 
tirement, our thoughts flow at large ; but 
in retired Holy Meditations, ſome awe and 
reverence does (cize on the. Soul, which 
while that Pulſe beats, declares. it to be 
alive, and active, in ſearching for.its Sal-. 
| O 3 vation,. 
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vation, and never: fails of: finding thoſe 
comforts it feeks in this World, by the 
aſlurance of Glory in the next. 


| CLXVI. - 
| 


F the felicicy of Piety were generally- 

underſtood, men would make more - | 
haſt to become Regenerate; that in our 
aſſaufrs from Satan, and injuries- from . ; 
men, we might Triumph in ſuch Storms, : 
as terrifie the hearts of impious Livers: {// 
But above all, jf we confider an impe- | 
nitent habitual finner, on-his Death-bed,-. 
full of defpair'.;-. through the horror of | 
his-Crimes, and apprehenſion of the Hell : | 


A_— 


he is falling into; and at the ſame time 
obſerve a converted ſinner, reconciled 

to God long before, now delivering up 

his Soul unto his Saviour, with a fixed 
Faith, and a chearful heart, haſting to 

'. take poſſeſſion. of a bleſſed Seat in Hea- 

ven, prepared for him; it muſt needs. 
invite the lookers- on to cleanſing, and |: 
reconciling to God- before Death ſur--. o 
prize us. This great concern for our... * 
Eteroity, is in few words thus: God has 
pronounced, that impenitent ſinners ſhall *' 
wot enter into Heayen., nor ſhall true 
Es peni- . 
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 learn-to improve otixFaith 3 to believe 


penitents be fhue our ; which confirms - ®: 
the felicity of Piety, unto a Regene=. 7? 
rate man. 43 


CLXVII” 


Aith ever was, and ever will be the - © 

foundation of Religion ; for no man : _ 
can worſhip what he believes is not, nor 
canendeavourto pleaſe, or fear to offend + * 
he knows not who, nor what, nor whyz 
ſo that. we muſt believe there is fome-- 
Divicne Exiſtence from whence all things - 
are, and by which all things ſubſiſt, and -..? 
we among the reft are what we are: 
From theſe natural reafonings, and no= ' 7 
tions, we enquire into Traditions,:and by. *; 
ſearching the Holy Scriptures, we are ; 
powerfully taught concerning God, +7 
Chriſt, and Holy Ghoft, and there alfo 


the Reſurrection after death, and that-if -. 
we do live Righteouſly, we ſhall when-: :; 
we die, participate of that glorious Be- 
ing, in the Eternal preſence of our income ._£- 
prehenfible Creator. The next ftep quit. 7 
Faith leads us towards Heaven is, from 7 
the conſideration that our Duſt and 'Aﬀhes 1 
18. cntertain'd on Earth. with: ſo great - -; 
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pomp, and ſuch high delights, that we 
muſt believe, and -expect. that our Im- 
mortal Souls will have much greater 
tranſporting Joys in Heaven, then our 
fleſh is capable of, until refined for the 
Day of Judgment : And if thus by pieus 
living, we canraiſe our Faith to-truſt in 
Chriſts merits, and: interceſſion, 'twill 
being us unto an humble confidence of 
our Salvation when wedie ;. which can- 
not be had but from above, and ſuch 
Grace from God, will encourage us to 
look more kindly on: Death, who only 
can conduct us to this everlaſting Joy we 
believe in, and hope for. So.that by ſuch 
Adeditations of Heaven, Death will be- 
come ſo familiar an acquaintance, as not 
to fright us from going to Gad in His 
company, and will in our laſt hour, ſup. 
#.. port thoſe Souls with comfort, whoſe ſin- 
cerity God ſees, through all our failings; 
and accepts of, | | 


CLXVIII. 


; #4 by a wonder to ſee what pains men 
bs take, and what hazards run, to 
ain perifhing wealth, to entertain our 
Podics With, . which are more peritbing 
71 then 


1 


- 


% 


| 


7 
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, time, negle&t our Immortal. Souls for 


then the wealth we ſeek, and all thas 


their Eternity. And though Time be our 
great concern, we value nothing leſs, bur 
vex our Brains} and ſtudy ſtill how to 
be rid of what we cannot keep, nor ever 
can recall : And though from day to day” 


we are cloy'd with our: fruitions, and- 


tired with new delights, even worn out 
with various-diverſions; yet inour whole 
lives never can afford a few minutes 
time to gaintrue Reſt ; bur ſtill fromAge 
to Age intice, and betray-our Souls unto 
new vanities, till youth and vigour is des 

: and then bony - wa dead 
appetices with freſh budding idle woe K- - 
(often worſe then all that went before)... ©; 
until we are ſurpriz'd by Death, andhur- 7 
ried into Eternity, before we do ſce our” 
ſelves old enough to be at leafure t6 # 
think of that Grave, which is every mo+ - 7 
ment ready to ſwallow us : whereas, if += 
we did ſet our ſelves at firſt to reſiſt all {} 
Afſaults from Saran, with a pious vigour, . 
and obſerve it, we ſhall find and feel: : 


great pleaſure in every Victory over 7 
every Temptation, which formerly did” 


enflave and triumph over us. And then. 7 
what honour,” what ambition can. be | 
- greater, |: 


;-  T54 Biv-niaht Thounhts: 

+" greater, then toconquer ſo great a Con- 
queror ?' and by 'practice, thus impro- 
ving our Divine Military skill this way, 
we ſhall\raiſe daily Trophics ſo accep- 
table to God, that we ſhall diſcern our 
Souls climbing up'to Heaven thereon. 


CLXIX, 


T is worthy confideration, how many 

men do ſpend their whole lives in 
reading Books, to learn what has been 
done of old, thereby to inſtrut the pre- 
nt Ape, and to-inform the future; and 
when by much ſtudy, and by time grown 
decrepit, they flip into rheir Graves with 
the moſt ignorant, and do there create, 
and feed their own Worms, who under- 


 . ſtand not that great wiſdem, ſo much 


”-. Jabour'd for; and then too late ſuch 
/.> Learned men will find, that more advan- 
tage might have been-made, by ſtndying 
-- themſelves, (ne're thought: on ſtill Jas. 
+ bouring for a few bubbles of momentary 
| iſe, as of more uſe, then to ſecure 
. . Eternal Bliſs for their immortal Souls: 
'- Self-ſtudy i a continual Inquiſition on our 
' own hearts, to confider all our thoughts, 
* how they work towards a good, or —_ 
x cna,. 


Pid-night Thoughts. x55 . 
End, andthen:to cheriſh or ſuppreſsthem 
as they ariſe ; for ſome appear in fornis 
at firſt ſight ſo ugly, they cannot be. reo 
ſoon ſmothered, and ſome ſo difftuifed in 
leaſing ſhapes, as may deceive a care-. 
eſs heart, if not acquainted with'the 
marks theavear:; and that way Armed, 
and well warned by former harms, ſoas 
to avoid new wounds from Enemies ſo 
dangerous, that we muſt not Treat, nor 
dally with, but make them Retreat by a - 
brisk Charge, aid bold Defie., We are 
alſo to:ſtudy to diſcover another ſort of © 
Foes, more dangerous then all the reſt, + 
who lyc in cloſe Ambuſh, until ſome'vp@.. 7 
portunity do call them forth for an * 
Aſſault ; and are of form fo lovely, and 
ſo innocent in ſhew, that Charity her ſelf 
would warm their cold Limbs in her own 
Boſom, and not diſcern the darszer, until 
theſe cunning Serpents bite beyond _re- 
ſiſtance, and then declare for theSupre- 
macy. over the whole man ; and then 
muſter up all his ſenſes, and all his facul- 
ties-againſt himſelf, :and thus fteal a 
victory, by corrupting thoſe Guards that 
were given for his defence. So that by a 
long negligence, we grow ſo ignorant of 
our ſelyes, that every aſlault from Satan, 


ſhakes 


ſhakes the whole man, until} ar laſt he 
Roots him up for-ever : Bur if our Eter- 
- nal es 00 gn we ſhouldallow 

ſome 'tific to ſtudy our own natural in- 
clinations, and affeftions to good orevil ; 
.and [to learn ſuch Rules as may reCtific 
our ſenſes, to ſubmit unto our more ra- 
tional Souls, when led by Grace to work 
apward towards God, which will reach 
us the wiſdom of Salvation, and raiſe our 
Faith to ſuch dependance on Chrift, as 
no worldly Learning can conteſt for the 
priority. Ler us then imploy our time ſo, 
as to learn to know our ſelves, and our 
duty unto God, in which. our everlaſting 
'happineſs-18 moſt concerned. 


CLXX. 


r=" Here can be no better Arganeents for 
'T frequent Meditations, then to think 
Ferioufly of our fins, of Death, and our 
-Refurreftion to Judgment, as we ought 3 
.and to prepare-for ſogreat a- concern, at 
-a minutes. call ro ſtep :into Eternity; 'fo 
xcady, that we may fo love 'God, and 
Fear /Him, asto ſerve him with delight 
here, and to/have Cekſtial Jay when we 
(ooh 
wet CLXXI. 
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CLXXIT. 


O man ought to think himſelf aboye 

the reach of temptation; for when 
Satan finds us but a little relaxed in our 
Devotion, or any thing cold in our affe- 
Ction to God, he can dreſs an old for- 
ſaken fin, ſo like to an Angel of Light, as 
to ſurprize a young Divine Lover at firſt 
ſight, (when his Guards are withdrawn) 
but when his Beloved ſees him in fuch- 
danger, He will by His Divine guidi 
Light, unmask, the diſguiſed Fiend, and fo 
reclaim his near lapſed Lover, unto his 
devout Addreſles as before, and make 
him ſee by ſuch Aſſaults, that he can 
ſtand no longer in favour, then by his 
Grace ſupported.: But he that is become 
a well-ſerttled Regenerate man, ſo as to 
ſtand ever on his Guard, with: holy cou- 
rage to repell all approaches from Sa- 
tan, as faſt as they appear, will make 
ſuch frequent Victories his chief delights 
and when our common Enemy ſees thar 
all his attempts on ſuch a man,'are in 
vain, he will deſiſt, who only watches 
opportunities for his attempts, on thoſe 
he finds remiſs; and who is often belyed 
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by ſome men who do invite him to ſuch 
eaſie Victories, on thoſe of his own com- 
plexion, as black within, and as great 
Devils as himſelf. E 


CLXXII. 


f A Las poor man !- doſt thou complain 

becanſe thou canſt not ſleep ten 
hours every night, when Nature doth 
require but five? Thou feareſt to die ! 
yer wouldft be dead near half the time 
thou haſt to live; for ſleep is ſo like 
death, that we cannot diſtinguifh where- 
in they differ, until we awake. But thou 
art tired for want of entertainment in 
| Jong Nights! :Alas poor man, that is a 
fad grievance indeed, and worthy of 
pity z for thy Saintſhip has no fins to 
confefs, nor pardon to ask of God, no 
cauſe to waſh thy Bed with tears; Hea- 
ven, and Hell, with Eternity to come, 
are not worth thy thinking on, until the 
Bell toll thee to thy Gravez and then 
too late thou'wilt wiſh for ſome of'thy 
time 'loſt in ANleep, then! to: watch, 'and 
pray, and td lament in'Sackcloth and 
Aſhes. While the *Regenerate man finds 
notime ſo fitto raiſe his Soul-to Heaven, 
% \s " as 


| Thoughts. - 159 
as when he awakes at Mid-night ; nor 
any conſolatiqn ſo great, as in thoſe 
hours borrowed from ſleep, to converſe 
with God in holy. Meditations z; which fills - 
his heart with preſent jay, and peace of 
conſcience, that laſts the whole day after ; 
and is a good remedy to prevent. ſuch 
fancies as do invade the drowſie Souls of 
lazie men, when they cannot ſleep. - 


CLXXIII. 


; Re thou fallen by a _ who 
has not, or may not fall ſo? Bur if 
theſe falls be frequent, there is much 
danger in ſuch Relapſes, and though not 
fic to cauſe deſpair, yet worthy of great 
care for the future; leſt thy ſurprizes 
grow into habir, and prove but an ex- 
cuſe, when thy {ſelf betrays thy ſelf fo 
often, which will find no credit at the 
day of Judgment,-to procure a pardon 
from the Almighty ſearcher of our 
hearts ; whoſe Omnipotence is affronted 
if we think by a trick to hide from Him? 
thoſe crimes we are commanded to con-? 
feſs, bewail, and forſake. 


P:z CLXXIV_ -. 
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CLXXIV, 


Hen God gives us grace to make 
: holy Vows for ſelf-denials, with 
power to perform them, He fails not ( by 
his Holy Spirit ) to aſſure us of his accep- 
rance thereef, by the joy our hearts will 
fecl after every reſiſtance of Satanical 
aſſaults, which will in little time encou- 
rage us to take more and more delight 
in thoſe Victories over our ſelves, who 
are the greateſt Enemies we have, 


CLXXV, 


T is no-eafie work for men in health 
and proſperity, to think ſo often and 
ſcriouſly of Death, as is requiſite for our 
preparation to the Grave, though no 
other time is ſo proper for it : For when 
pains and ſickneſs d> diſtrat our minds, 
we are only diligent to ſeek remedies for 


cure, and often find none, but do die. 


with a ſhort prayer ſighed out ; as if 
[Lord have mercy on 87] were a charm 
to redeem threeſcore years miſ-ſpent in 
ſins and vanities, without any thought 
of our Salvation all that time ;z as if 


Heaven. 


v 
| 


E 


Heaven were toe melancholly a 


— 


buſineſs 
to trouble our idle heads with, while 
Youth in vigour reigns, which ſeldom 
affords any credit for the felicity of 
Piety, and ſuch Romance diſcourſes -as 
they underſtand not ; while a Righteous 
man knows no joy on Earth, like his ex- 
peation of Heaven, and living ever 
_ to die, in hope. to -be. with -Gad 
tREre, 


CLXXVI. 


FT 7 Hen God endows the hearts of 
men with Holineſs, it « 4 ſure- 
mark of his eſpecial favour, to give us 4. 
free admiſſion into the Court of Heaven, to - 
be with Him there, as often 4s we pleaſe, in 
our AMecditavions; and if we can improve ' 
this Holineſs, ſo as: to become Divine 
Lovers of Him, we ſhall be admitted ( as 
:t were) into the Bed-chamber of the 
King of Kings, to enjoy all the Privi- 
ledges and Immunities that His departed ! 
Saints have there. To know this, and to - 


do thus, is to enjoy Heaven on Earthz in 


which felicity, the Atheiſt and the Hypo- 
crite can have no ſhare with a Divine 
Lover, Who # ever ready to be ſnatch d 

P.3; np 4 


x52 GWidnixhbThoughts: 


up into Heaven, while he 1s meditati 
bis « going thither. s c 


CEXXVIE. 


F we have joy in _— fruitions, 
what will our happineſs in Heaven be! 

and if the hope only, and expectation of 
Heayen in pious hearts, be pleafure 
above all our enjoyments here , what 
tranſporting Joy will the poſſeſſion of 
Eternal Bliſs be ! when we ſhall ſee God, 
and participate of his glory as the Angels 
do; and if we be ſo Regenerate as to be- 
lieve this, and do.take Jelighs in ſuch con- 
remplations, it is a ſure ſign that the 
Holy Gho#t ut at work within ws, and will 
beger ſuch holy courage in our hearts, 
| as to paſs us through the Grave with 
chearful Souls to be with God. And if 
we love, and truſt in Him as we onght, 
there can be no Diverſions ſo delightful, 
as ſuch Devotion is to a Divine Lover, 
-who converſes day and night with Goa, that 
* z5 never abſent jrom them who do fincerely. 
delight in Him. 


CLXXVIN, 
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CLXXVIIIL 


FE are taught to pray againſt fud- 


| WY: dendeath, that is, to perſwade- 


and lead us on tobe always fo prepared. 
that no kind of death: may be too ſad- 
den, but that we (like El:4h) may every 
moment expect to be fnatch'd up into- 
Heaven by a fiery Chariot, or taken up 
in a flaming zeal of Divine Love, by an 
Apoplexy, or ſome other accident, of as 
quick an aſcent as his Chariot was. But 
generally our miſtake is, to pray for lin- 
gering long fickneſs, only to gain time- 
for terrors to awake our fleepy Souls: 
with ſighs and tears, to move'God to 
mercy then, which we valued not be- 
fore : But the Regenerate man who has- # 
ſo cleared his accounts with God, at the -” 


Holy Sacrament, as to have Chriſt new 
born within him, and is fo led by the Holy ** 


Gho#t as to [1ntlifie his futare life, that he 
lives- ever ready, and willing to die: 


That man will find the moſt ſudden death: 3 
to be God's mercy, and a favour to free- :? 


him from the Agonies of a tedious ſick- 


neſs; for we too often do miſtake ſuch: 


ſudden diſlolutions, for God's Judgments, 
Ca, Wo 
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to ſee men fall ſo; when themſelves feel 


ayoy to becaughtup into Heaven, with- 
out pain, to take poſſeſſion of their Erer- 
nal Blifs. Now God-grant that all-men 
may be ſo well prepared for all kind/of 
deaths, as none may. be too ſudden, for 
any_who call on his Holy Name, 


CLXXIX.. 
C4 Prajer. ] 


\ Holy Ghoſt, Lord God the Comforter, 
| who art never abſent from thoſe that 

deſire thee with ſincerity ; vonchſafe, I be- 
ſeech thee, ſo to enter my heart that 1 may 
find thee there, conſecrating of it for thy 
Temple, by thy abode therein; and now 
direct me how to welcom ſo great a 
Gueſt, with gratitude and joy, for ſuch 
Divine comforts, as. flow in hearts where 
thon inbabiteFt, ( and where Satan dwelc 
before. ) Lord keep poſſeſſion againit 
Him, and all invading Enemies ; for I 
cannot defend my ſelf without Thy aid 
nor of my. ſclf know when, . or. how to 
approach the Throne of. Mercy, unleſs 
my Addreſſes be ſo guided, and ſo ſancti.- 
' fied by Thee, as God .will not reject 
them.. 


CLXXX.. 


? 


+ cet - os © eu OO IPEE O06 97 21 EY gs hab METS 5 fo hs "2 OWE er POLE 
vr F- IG + ds wy M4 SI 
o 4 Py - "98 h 


CLXXX. 
[4 Prayer. ]. 


Lord God, I beſeech thee give me 
' Grace to imploy the great fancy 
thou haſt given me, on my greateſt con- 
cern, to obtain thy Mercy. and Grace, 
with Chriſts Righteouſneſs, to work out 
my Salvation ; that I may no longer mif- 
ſpend the time, which every moment 
haſts on to my Eternity z but with dili- 
gent zeal, to pray for Faith in Chriſt, 
ſuch as will be the foundation for a Di= 
vine Life, to ſhew my loye to Thee, m 
God, by an univerſal obedience, wit 
purity, charity, and ſuch humility, as will 
raiſe my heart anto the higheſt pitch-of 
Divine Love; that my converſion may 
be now more eminent, then my crimes 
have been. And now, O God ! I beg thy 
Grace to confirm, and fix my Soul in the 
aſſurance of my Reconciliation , and 
Adoption, by receiving the Holy Sacra- 
ment this day with ſuch-Faith, and due 
prepa:ation, as to put off rhe Old man 
for ever. And fo ta cat, and drink the 
conſecrated Bread and Wine, as the Body 
and Bloud of my Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
| Chriſt, 


-T 6c Y it HAT zounhts. 

Chriſt, with all his benefits; as He hime 
ſelf gave himſelf to his Diſciples here on 
Earth ; chat I, now by thy Holy Spirit led, 
may like them, walk after Him. And let 
thy mercy, O-Lord! ſupply my defects, 
in the performance of this great Nuty, 
according to the ſincerity of my heart, 
entirely offer'd up to Thee, my God, in 
this days Sacrifice; ſo as the Records of 
my ſins may be cancell'd in Heaven, and 
my Name be now writ in thy Book of 
Life, amongſt thy reconciled Sons, on 
my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt's account, 


CLXXXI 


fig ſpend our time on idle thoughts; 
is like purſuing of vain waking 
Dreams; a folly fo much leſs then no» 
thing, that only Mad-mens fancies can 
delight in, and is a ſhame for ſober men 
to imitate, whoſe Souls refin d by Piety, 
may .be ever on the wing towards Hea- 
ven, filed with felicities above the reach 
of any worldly hearts to gueſs at, which is 
che Pious man's continual entertain- 
ment, 'and& delight ;. ſo ro paſs bis time 
with his Creator here on Earth, as to find 
11. beart full of ſomething ſo Divine, ge » 
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. = he does think bimſelf in Heaven, while that 


Celeſtial flame enlightens him. 
CLXXXII, 


Dleneſs is the fountain of all evil; the 
Devil diretts his chief. Emiſſaries on - 
Earth, with 'Addrefles to an idle perſon, 
who is then fit to take impreffions from 
all ſorts of temptations, when God is 
abſent ; 'tis ſuch men that invite Satan 
to ſteal by degrees into their empt 
hearts in ſuch diſguiſes, as He well 
knows ſuits beſt with their idle fancies, 
ſo to divert them from all Holy purpoſes, 
with ſome Idea's of paſt delightful ob- 
zeQs ; wntil they quite. forget their ſacred 
Vows to have God ever in their fight, which 
ſecure them from all [auch aſſaults. And it 
is bur a flight Argument, which many 
men uſe to excuſe their time ſpent in 
1dleneſs, becauſe they . want Learning, 
and the uſe of Books for their diverſion; 
when all Ages ſhew, that Piety. is not, 
ior ever was confined? Learning 'Tis 


I - 


not our Wiſdom, nor our Eloquente, bat - 

onr Faith and onr ſauttified affetions, that 

is moſt acceptable to Gad ; and ſuch fin- 

cere affeftions, will never want devour 
: Enter. 
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entertainment to keep our hearts ſo fixed 

on Heaven, and our concern there, as 
will baffle Satan with all his Arts, as often 
as He attaques-us, : 


CLXXXIII, 


O be really contented, is an Epico- 

'riſm, ſeldom thought on, and fo far 
from being underſtood, as but little va. 
laed by the moſt of men, who are over- 
buſie in labouring to change our condi- 
tions ; ſtill aiming to-get what we have 
not, though the laſt acquiſition rarely 
brings more fatisfaCtion, then what we 
had before. Whereas a contented man, 
has all that he deſires, and enjoys what 
he has, becauſe allotted to him by the 
Divine Providence, who doth chuſe bet- 
ter for thefe that do relic on Him, then 
we can for ourſelves, _ AA 


CLXXXIV. "i 


E ought not to repine at croſſes, 
nor to murmur at ſickneſs, or 
any other  affliftion whatever, becauſe 
they are God's Cordial Antidotes, to re- 
pell the poiſon of ſuch ſins, as He ſees = 
uſe 
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uſe to infec gvr: Souls with malignan© 
diſcaſes, ſuch as create a deſpairing con- 
ſcience when we dic, and hazard Ecernal 
Torments in the next World; we are 
therefore to kiſs. the Rod that works ſo 
great a Cure, and thar Hand that ſmites 
us in Love, to make us fit for his Mercy, 
by repentance, and'converfion from be- 
ing great ſinners, to become his Adopted 
Sons, and fo above the venomof future 
biting afflitions ; for He only bath perfet? 
peace, whoſe mind .is ſtayed on God, the 


| Rock of aw Salvation. 


CLXXXVY. 


O man can do all that he ſhould do, 

NJ but all men may do as much as 
they can do ;z and God requires no more, 
to obtain his:Love here, and Salvarion 
hereafter : But we are naturally ſo-prone 
to flatter our ſelves in this print, that 
when we tbink our hearts moſt ſafe, we 
are often ſarprized by a forſaken'fin, and 
ſhamefully ſubdued by it : For when we 
make @ Covenant with our -Eyes, and 
Hearts, not. to go aftray ; though we 
cannot hinder the firft look, or -thoaughe 
that is aimgs, we: may ſo check them at 
5's Q- firſt 
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firſt appearance, as they ſhall not invade 
-us a ſecond time, nor bite on, to harm us; 
ſo that, if we do ſtumble heedlefly, we 
may prevent wilful tumbling into Re- 
lapſes, and wallowing in-them, for which 
there is no excuſe. 


CLXXXVI. 


I: is worthy of obſerving, how ſome 
men by a long cuſtomed and ſettled 
habit of living ill, have ſo Naturalized 
their ſins to themſelves, and themſelves 


to the Devil, as in time they grow to - 


think it a point of honour and conſcience, 
to be conſtant to that profeſſion, and are 
aſham'd to quit Satans black Livery, 
which they prefer before their firſt en- 
gagement to-God in Baptiſm. I have 
heard a Gentleman fay, that when he 


had lived many years in great Iniquities, 


it pleaſed God by a long ſickneſs, to be- 
get ſuch remorſe in his heart, as upon his 
recovery to become a Conyert : But for 
a long time after, he did conceal this 
change, as aſham'd to praCtiſe his -con- 
verfion by a publick new courſe of life, 
(ſo much out of faſhion ) and did many 
-timcs in converſatiou ſcem to like, _ 
| | - he 
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Hypocrite z until ke confider'd how 
much greater a ſhame it was, to ſerve 
Godin a corner, ſo to ſmorher his- 
higheſt Aft of Mercy towards him, in not* 
daring to own the thoughts of his Sal- 
vation ;. and how unworthy he was to: 
become an Adopted Son of God, while 
he feared to declare his Hope of ſo high 
an Advancement :- Oa which accountr;- 
he did take courage to profeſs his Con- 
verſion, which he thought not fully ro- 
manifeſt until the hour of his death. By 
which we may ſee, how dangerous it is 
to run on in habitual ſins, until we grow 
aſhamed.to forſake them. 


CLXXXVII. 


T is a wonder to conſider, that man- 
[| kind ſhould be ſo univerſally bred up 
trom our Infancy to ſtudy, and by labo- 
rious callings to imploy our Talents of 
Senſe and Reaſon, in the acquiſition of 
ſuch periſhing goods, as the World: 
affords; and generally ſo late begin-ro- 
inform our ſelves of our Souls intrinſick 
valoe, being created for a participation 
of God's Glory, when aſcended into- 
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Heaven ; hr unworthy art eneddd ce 
then do we make, who believe this, and 
yet do violently labour 'for the: ſhort- 
liv'd vanities, (and indeed) the nothing- 
neſs of this World, in compariſon with 
Eternity, at the immenſe price .of our 
Immortal Souls loſs, and our Ecernal 
Joys in Heaven, for everlaſting flames in 
Hell. And this, becauſe we do nor con- 
ſider, that God did not make the World, 
to mock man with fallacious delights in 
the enjoyment of his Creatures, bur. in- 
rended it for our entertainment, and: 
diverſions in our Journey to Heaven ;. 
and therefore has given us rational Souls, 
ſuch as by living virtuoufly , we may 
enjoy the World and Him together ; and 
ſo advance our felves by gratitude, and 
love here, t5 a confirmation of a full 
fruirion of Him at the Reſurrection : 
Thus if we would ſincerely ſtudy virtue, 
and ſet a true value on the perfeCtion 
of Righteouſneſs, we might enjoy this 
World with double plcaſure, and have 
Heaven hercafter , with all its Glory 
aſſo, 


- GLXXX VID, 


þ* 


COIN ha EFT 


- o 


CLXXXVINL. 


-X JE do miſtake nothing in this 
| V World, more then our pleaſures, 
which we. do compell our fancies to 
comply in, and do often take more pains 
to juſtifie thoſe vanities, then any de- 
light we find in ſuch ſhorc-liv'd fruitions : 
Whereas if our hearts were ſet on God, and 
our Souls raiſed to ſerious thoughts of our 
Eternal Bliſs; ſuch Divine. entertain» 
ments, would grow to a continual feaſt, 
ſull of ſurprizing joys, and ſuch Heavens 
ly delights, that we ſhould with pain 
ſuffer, and with remorſe endure our vain - 
diverſions,. and Jament to ſee that our 
Nature does require ſuch frequent-re- 
laxes from our moſt rarified,, and rati- 
fied Devotions. . 


CLXXX1K. 
V E cannot want Arguments for 
''Y. Meditation, if we call to mind 
aur Chriſtianity, that is, diligently exa- 
mine if we do-participate of Chriſts 
Righteouſueſs, to ſuch a degree, that our 


converſion from fin, and our natural cor- © - 


Q3. rupiions; 2} 


Fo. 
58 


hy Sw... "2 os 


gelical habit of! Molinelh, a+ to manifeſt 
eur Spiritzal Reſurrefion, and EleCion- 
toourown hearts; for then, nothing can 
Engage us unto higher gratitudes ahd 
love, then a true ſenſe of fo great & be- 
nefit received, which when ſeriouſly con= 
fidered, will mount up our Souls to fre- 
quent extaſies of. bleſſed Joy, by our de- 


'yout approaches in Adoration of God 


the Father, the Son,. and the Holy Ghoft, 
who are all three always working m wp to 
onr Salvation. Then which, nothing can 
be more worthy of our Mediration, and 
ſincere examination, that we may be 
ready for the day of Judgment ; which 
no man can be, that does nor live ſo, as 
tobe chearfully ready to die; for itisa 
much greater buſineſs to go out of the 
World; then to live in it. 


| CRT. 


other man can cozen us ſo much, - 


N*: we cozen our ſelves, in what we 


like ; becauſe we naturally raiſe fallaci- 
ous reaſonings, againſt true reaſon, to 


YZ Juſtifie our unlawful deſrres; ahd do very 


caſily perſwade our (elves to _—y with- 
our moſt idle fancies, andeagereſt appe- 
| | rites,. 
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ruptions, be changed into ſuch an Evan- 


tites, to what' we know is againſt all” 
Reaſon, and Religion too ; thinking thar 
our frailty is excuſe enough, to, foll6 
our blind mclinations to evil; and fo ao : 
Indulge our averſion to goodneſs, on the 2 
ſatne account, ſo long as our endeavours .;: 
do proſper in wickedneſs. Bat when we- 
are Thunder-ftruck- by fome ſurprizing: 
affliction, then we can begin to think, 
and to find how much better, and plea-- 
fanter-it t« to delight in God, and:by our 
atmoſt- endeavours to improve that de- 
light, by frequent and fervent Addreſſes, . 
until we obtain new Celeſtial joys, which 
ſbon diſcard all our old Carnal fruitions; . 
by # conſtant fixing of our whole hearts 
' on Heaven ; fo asto be really offended at 
the moſt neceſſary diverfions, when they 
merrupt our Divine communication with- 
Chrs#F, for the haſtning on of aur prepa- 
. ration towards that Eternal Glory he hag 
purchafed for us. Which is the moſt joy- 
ful expeCtation of a' Regenerate man; 
who ſees the difference between momen- 7 
tary Vanities, and everlaſting Bliſs; and-. 
ſets him on fire to-defire above all things, © ? 
to fix his heart on God, and to delight in 
Hotinefs, as his ſipreme feliciry-on this 5 
ſide Heaven, © + % 92 
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CXCL 


C Hoever has the patience to read, 
A? and the Picty to praQtice theſe 
plain Leſſons, (if he obſerve it) will find 
that his ſelicity does increaſe, with his 
Devotion, and that his days will grow 
fuller and fuller of tranquility, in the 
midſt of Worldly Storms, and feel them 
not. Let him alſo obſerve with what ſe- 
curity he ſleeps, with what joy he awakes 
at all hours to find his heart at work 
with God, before his Eyes are quite open, 
giving God thanks for all his Mercies, 
and above all the reſt, for thus turning 
him fromall his Iniquities before it be too 
late, that he might not truſt unto the un- 
certain ſecurity of the beſt Death-bed 
Repentance; but tolive and die ſo recon 
ciled to God, as to manifeſt his pre-con- 
verſion, by a chearful Righteous life, and 
a: ;oyful Reſignation of his Soul unto 
Chriſt when he expires, will be joy in- 


deed, 
CXCII. 


Udge not- the ſerious looks of. every 
JF penſive man, as if his heart were op- 


| prelied. 
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prefſed with diftontents ; who may that | 
mingte be converſing with God in Medita- 
ion, and triumphing over the Glories of 
this World, which thou enjoyeſt with all 
its delights, and which he may: have had 
as high as mortal man can fancy fading 
happineſs; But now, as tired with buſie 
Crouds, and cloyed with gliſtering Vani- 
ties, He entertains bis Soxl with inward. 
elevated joys, for ſo great a Victory over 
himſelf, which thou ſeeft nor ; 'and doft 
therefore pity, or condemn, what thou 
wouldſt admire, if clearly underſtood. 


CXCIIL 


F the Spirit of Divine Meditation, were 

w th ſincere affetion fully improved, by 
the diligent praftice of raiſing our Souls 
as near to God, as our mortal fagcies 
Can reach ; the Holy Gho#t wonld at [ngh 
times aſſiſt #« with ſuch increaſe of Piety, 
and ſuch growing joys in our near ap- 
proaches to the Throne of Mercy, « 
world ſhew ws ſome bright Rays of that 
gloriow Majeſty we adore, to affeft our 
Souls with ſuch tranſporting thoughts, 
as would ſet our hearts on fire, with 
eager deſires to.be amongſt thoſe mow 
that. 
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remptations that aſſault us; and from 
their Ruines, raiſe freſh Trophies every 
day, moſt acceptable to God, and ſo: be- 
neficial to our ſelves, that we may diſ- 
cern our Souls mounting up to Heaven 
thereon, 


CXCIV, 


E ought to look on Death, as 
chief Goaler on Earth, God's- 
prime Officer, by Him intruſted only with 
the cuſtody of our impriſon'd Bodies in 
the Grave, until the great Goal-delivery 
at the day of Judgment ; when Death 
muſt deliver up our impriſon'd Duſt, at 


- - a moments warning, to meet our Souls 


atGod's Tribunal; where his Office ends 
with Himſelf, who is then no more. uy 
+; that 


- 
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that inftead of quarrelling with Death,  - 
for doing of his duty, let us make peace, 
and get a Reconciliation with his great 2 
Mafter, that we be not lodged in Deaths * 

Dungeon, amongſt the impenitent Mate- 

fators, but may be placed in-his beſt 
Apartment, with the Reconciled ſinners, 
by God's Grace become Saints, and pray 
that we may with them appear in their 
glorious ReſurreCtion, with our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


CXCV. 
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That write my own thoughts only to 
] review them, for my own ſatisfacti- 
on, muſt ſay again and again, that who- 
ever ſeeks God with ſincerity, will cer- 
tainly find him, and ſhall find that he has 
found him : And though early ſeeking, 
and early finding be beſt, as moſt ſafe, 
becauſe ne. man can promiſe himſelf one 
minute longex.to ſeek God, then his firſt 
call to it; yet ff he find favour to be 
called again, and\ be ſent to work in 
God's Vineyard at tke laſt hour of his 
day, and God ſee that he works then, 
with ſuck vigour in that laſt hour, as if 
he would equal, or out-do, any that came 
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in towork before him ;s the Lerd of the 
Vigeyard obſerves his endeavours, and 
rewards him equal with the firſt comers. 
(Though no- man ought co truſt unto a 
Death-bed Repentance on this Argu- 
ment. ) 

Becauſe the beſt Rule is, to remember 
#hy- Creatar in the-days of thy Youths 
the next beſt is, coremember Himin the 
time of full Manhood, inthe ſtrengech and 
vigour of thy Age; but if not then, the 
next beſt is to remember him in thy Old 

Age, before thou /haft quite forgot him, 
" leſt it be too late; for though it be laſt, 
and worlt, yet then is not too late with 
God,. if we anſwer whenever He calls, 
He will give #s Grace to do whatever be 
&4lls for. And togive him then our whole 
ahearts bathed in penitential tears, full of 
camnrition for all paſt offences, he will 
accept them, and make us:ſoe that his 
Mercy has {ollowed us, through all our 
wild infalent conrempts of the higheſt 
-nature, which aggravates repeated _ 
after pardons upon pardons: begged : 
-that when God doth not-forſake , — 
follow and watch over ſuch Reprobates, 
and does ſnatch them from the-brink of 
Aeftruttion, it is to bring them-to,a Re- 


conciliation, | 
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conciliation, 4nd __ 4 Reſurreftion ey 
» 4s will ſupport them for ever after 
ho Holy Gpiri: which -ſhews that bis 
Mercy, and his Grace, are beyond the 
power of our fins to deface ; for if oxr 
Repentance, and Contrition, be His own F 
work within «s, the operation of that Grace - 
will reſtifie, that his Mercy endureth 3 

for ever, 

Ler no man then deſpair of Gods Mer- 
Cy, or think it too late to repent, if he 
can forſake his Iniquities, ſo as for the 
future to love and ſerve God as he ought 3 
for above all things, we muſt believe that 
God does abound in Mercy and Grace, 
more then we can doin fins; ard that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord our Righteouſ- 
neſs, aud when we find that the Holy Gho#t 
dwells ſo in our hearts, as to create an 
| effetinal application of God the Father, and 
; the Sons work within us; we may comfort 
our ſelves wich. an humble aſſurance that 
| Þf all chree, the whole Trinity together, 

, have wrought this Salvation for our ſick 
) 
C 


Souls; when reſtored to ſuch health, and 
favour as to fall into no more deſperate 
» | Relapſes, after we come to a true ſenſe, 
f | and ſhame for our dangers paſt, and ſuch: . 
a Joy for our eſcape, as becomes Rege-' 

R nerate 
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182 Mid-night Thoughts. 

| nerate men : And then, we fhall know no 
Felicity on Earth, that exceeds ſuch an 
expectation of Heaven, as will fill the 
hearts of men endued with ſuch tranſ- 
ports from above. And this great Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, the moſt illiterate man: is as ca- 
pable of, as the moſt Learned ; for God 
will be found, according to the ſincerity 
of thoſe that ſeek Him, not for their Abi- 
lities, or Qualities z and Jeſus Chriſt is 
ever as willing to be the Rock of our - 
Salvation, as we can be defirous to build 
on Him, for our Foundation, 


CXCVI, 


E do too often miſtake Repen- 
Y tance, and abuſe our ſelves with 
a belief that a few cuſtomary ſighs, will 
. blow our ſins out of Gods remenibrance, 
and his Judgments alſo from lighting on 
us; but we ſhall find it far otherwiſe in 
the end: For if by the recolleCting, and 
renouncing of our ſins, with zealous con- 
fcſſing them to God, will not draw tears 
from our Eyes, we are to heighten our 
contrition, by a forefight and aggrava- 
tion of ſuch Eternal torments, as are due 
unto us from aur incenſed God, and to 


pray 
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pray with vigorous ſighs, and ardenr 
groans inſtead of tears, un'il our hearts 
do melc within us, to expreſs the ſenſe 
we have of our offences, and by frequent 
repeating our indignation. agamſt 'our 
ſelves, with the greateſt remorſe we can 
raiſe our hearts to ; that ſo we may di- 
vert Gods Judgments, and convert them 
into Mercy and Grace, through our 
Faith: in the Bloud of Chriſt, which only 
can waſh all ſins, and all ſorrows for fin, 
from our hearts, and then fill our Souls 
with a joyful feeling of our Reconcilia- 
tio: Thus by ſincerity ſtriving with our 
utmoſt endeavours to imitate, and to 


.out-do the returning Prodigal, in our 


Repentance, we may be reſtored and 
welcomed into our Fathers houſe, and in 
his Arms find our Eternal Reſt. 


CXCVII, 


WW 7 long habitual ſinners are call d 


to repentance by Grace from above, 
ſo as to become fully reconciled. to God, 
ſuch men ought to give Glory unto his 
Holy Name, by ſome eminent way of 


expreſſing their gratitude for ſo great a. 


bleſſing, and for ever after to live cloſe 
| R 2. up 
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up to Heaven, on the ſtrength of their 


.new. Reconciliation, and in expectation 


that every moment they breath, may be 
their laſt puff of breath, which is Death; 
in which puff their Souls expire into 
everlaſting Bliſs : So that as often as they 
lye down to ſleep, and when they awake 
ro work, until they ſleep again, they 
ſhould (with all cheir worldly affairs) 


mingle devout reflections on the Mercies: 


they have received ;. and feed on thoſe 
Celeſtial Fruits which grow from their 
Divine Reconciliation, ſuch as will keep 
them ever watchful, and ever ready for 
Godscall to their Eternal Reſt, and make 
them joyful at their quickeſt pafſage thi- 
ther. For ſudden death, ſeems only un- 
calie and unſafe to lookers on, unto 
whom ſurprizes are molt terrible, but can 
be none unto them who every minute do 
exped&, what they know is every minute 
coming on , and # moſt welcom to ſuch 
Souls ax the Holy Spirit dwells with ; by 
which ſure marks of their Election, they 
are ever ready and deſirous to be with 
God, which expectation is the higheſt 


telicity that man can haye on Earth. 
p 0 
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MBiv-night Thoughts: 185; 7 
CXCVIIL 


E do generally flatter our ſclyes: 
.V with a belief that our chief aim 
is to be in Heaven, and to-enjoy God 
there, while we fear nothing more then 
going thither ; and it is becauſe we do: 
not ſeriouſly enough conſider what it is: 
to die, until the moment we are dying. 
And yet our tongues do talk ſo frequent- 
ly of Death, as if we thought of nothing: 
, . elſe; but ſuch ſlight thoughts do vaniſh 
with thoſe Airy diſcourſes, and we as 
ſoon forget to prepare for what we were 
talking of; which makes ſo many men 
ftart back from the fruition of their 
| higheſt wiſhes, and are frighted from ta- - 
| king poſſeſſion of their Eternal happi- 
neſs, And though dying chearfully be a 
; Divine valour, above the reach of Duſt: 
and Aſhes, God doth ever ſupport thoſe that 
are hu, with ſuch a O__ of Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs, for their Souls ſpiritual 
food and nouriſhment, as ſhall add courage 
unto all that-defire to be with Him; and 
they ſhall be fo, the moment that they. 


SY dies which is ſufficient conſolation, to * 2X 
Ll 


invite men to live ſo pioully, as to dre 
chearfully, R 3 CXCIX, 
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fl ſms no-mans Piety can attain to 
the purity of Angels, until they be- 
came Angels; yet pious mens Evangeli- 
cal Righteouſneſs, may. be bleſſed with 
' ſmch a degree of. Angelical Holineſs, as to | 
raiſe their Divine affeftions towards God fo 
high, as.to atlight. .in Him, above all the 
glories of this World; and fix ſuch a con- 
werſation in Heaven, as to be humbly aſſu- 
red of a:joyful Reſurrettion to Glory, with 
Chriſt and his departed Saints; which is 
- felicity enough to ſet mens ambitious 
hearts .on cleanſing, and purifying here, 
that they .may become capable of fo 
great honour and Eternal joy, as to have 
Angels places in Heaven when they die 


C.C.. 


"Hough the Divine Myſteries of Hea- 

| ven, and the Joys there, be Gods 
ſecrets, undiſcernible by us; yet we are 
allowed to think thar all things there, 
muſt be far. more excellent then our 
"higheſt ſancics can reach; and yer by the 
ſanthificd operations of the. Holy — 
* Wt 3 
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which we find in our own Souls, when in- _ © 
flamed with elevated zeal to God in onr * 
ſmecere Adareſſes, and when our hearts are 
engaged in Meditations above what p< 
words can expreſs ; it is evident that thoſe 
Seraphick joys, whictr are reſerved until 
we ſee God face to face, muſt needs be 
infinitely more raviſhing delightful, then =? 
whar is revealed unto fleſh -and bloudy, 7 
ſo that it is no wonder if fome men 
(who do believe this) do retire from the 
diverting affairs of this World, to enter * 7 
tain their Souls with ſuch contemplations ' 
of Heaven, as may bring them unto 4 more | 
frequent, and nearer converſation with God, * 
when they have ſuch a taſte of thoſe jays in 
Heaven, as no other man can gweſs at, ut= 
leſs by the ſame Light led ! And then, ſuch 
Meditations will be of great uſe, topre= 1 
pare ſuch men for a chearful: departure : 
out of this World for ever 5 which no: 7 
thing can ſo well do, as an inward afſu- * 
rance from above, that they ſhall goto a ! 
better place for ever, and to better com- 4 
pany for ever; and happy is that man, : 
whoſe Soul is: feaſted here, with'the } 
thoughts of the joys in Heaven.- 5 


FY Ur Time is the greateſt: Treaſure 
that we have; which we may call 
one way, well ſpent, when we give it, 
with our ſelves, to attend on Gods Vice- 
gerents here on Earth ; by his appoint- 
ment to. ſerve his Princes, and Himſelf 
together z and ſo may live eminent ex- 
amples of virtue, and die with the cre- 
dit of our time well ſpent, to ſhew others 
- that Piety may grow in Courts, and pro. 
. ſper there. h 
Though it ſometimes happens, that 
ſome men fail, and that ſome mens moſt 
lawful acquiſitions by honeſt induſtry 
pbrained, may be torn from them by 
Envy, and undue means, who may alſo 
undergo ſuch ſeyere cenſures as they de- 
ſerve not, from the miſguided tongues 
# of malicious men, who ſee not the true 
| cauſe ofevery Ruine, which ofcen does 
proceed from Gods Juſtice for ſome con- 
cealed paſt ſins, to puniſh us by ſuch 
means, for ſuch crimes as we have hid 
from men, but cannot hide from Him. 
| So that we may charge our puniſh- 
ment for ſin, on the perverſe nature of 
I our: 
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our own improvident ſelves, who do neg+ 
let the Redeeming of our mif-ſpent time 
while we may, and by Repentance ob- 
tain Gods pardon, on which depends our 
preſent happineſs, with our furure Erer- 
nal Bliſs, or Eternal Woe, - not enough 
thought on, to make us Redeem our 
time, in time, ; 
And hereon we may with ſhame con- 
ſider of, and gueſs at, what the fallen 
Angels would give,.it they had whole 
Worlds to diſpoſe of ; what-would they 
not do! how many thouſand years with 
Joy ſuffer the Torments they are in, to 
bave the time (we value not) allowed 
them, to be admitted unto. a pofſibility 
of repentance, and pardon, by Redeem- 
ing their miſ-ſpent time, of their Re- 
bellion in Heaven, before they fell from 
thence to Hell. [ 3-M-1 
While we careleſs men, do: pamper 
our vitious frailties, ſo as never to' value 
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the time we have, until.it be gone: be= - 


yond recall, un'il the deſpairing terrors 
of a Deca:h-bed ſtate do let us ſee that * 
God in Juſtice gives us over unto pers ; 
dition, becauſe we would not Redeem 
our miſ-ſpent time, and ſeek His Mercy, ! 
before the Evil day overtakes us ; which 
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we all know is every moment haſting on, 
reacy to ſwallow us up into everlaſting 


- flames. But ro ſuch men as the terrors of 


Hell cannot fright, nor the joys of Hea- 
ven invite to Redeem their time, in-time, 
nothing more can be ſaid, but Lord have 
mercy on them, who will not have mercy 
on themſelves ; for no miſery can be 
greater, then when miſcrable men will 
not commiſerate their own miſery ; but 
will hope from a Death-bed, to jump up 
into Heaven at once: But they will find 
the aſcent too high, too ſteep, and too 
hard for thoſe to climb up in ſuch haſt, 
who never learnt to 'know the right 
way thither, ; 


- CCII, 
SA/ Bo 4 Soul ts in fervent conference 


with God, about its Eternity, the 
Holy Ghof#t will be working that Soul up to 
ſee that Eternity, gives an addition of joy, 
to the joys in Heaven, and thoſe joys do 
alſo increaſe the Glory of Eternity ; all 
which Eternity, Joy, and Glory there, 


| Chriſt has purchaſed for penitent ſinners: 


become Regenerate, and reconciled unto. 
God, by Faith in his Bloud; and as our 
| pro- 
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proportions of Faith do increaſe, our de - 
fires will increaſe to be with God; as 
often as we dare remember that we muſt 
die, and are every moment dying. 

Although we cannot attain to be in- 
ſpired Prophets like David, nor reach the 
firſt Rank of Saints with St. Paw/, we may 
become Penitents, and Divine Lovers in 
ſome degree like 'them ;3 though not to 
ſhine ſo eminently on Earth as they did, 
yet we may follow their ſteps here, ſo as 
to ſhare in the ſame Glory with them at 
the Reſurrefion, when converted recon- 
ciled ſinners are invited to the ſame 
Eternal happineſs, as the departed Saints 
enjoy there. And what can be more 
wiſh'd for to encourage us to live piouſly, 
and die chearfully, then to be with God 
in Glory? 


CCIII, 


WW E ſtonld avoid many great crimes, | 
if we could diſcern the deformity 
of fins, through the Devils gay Curtains 
always drawn cloſe to hide them, until 
Death diſplays them in their true co- 
tours; which then will fright us into de- 7 
ſpair, at the ſight of ſuch griſly Aſpe&ts; # 
| ES as = 
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as we ſo joyfully embraced-for prime fe- 
licities. But if we can learn the pious 
$kill co draw ſuch Curtains timely, thoſe 
Fiends behind them will vaniſh on a full 
view, not able to endure the Teſt of 
ſuch a diſcovery, | 


CCIV. 


Id we believe Heaven to be, what 
Heaven is, we could not prefer this 
World before it ; and if we did love-God 
better then his Creatures, we ſhould-not 
forſake Him ſo often as we do, for them ; 
and if we did think of Eternity as we 
ought, we ſhould grudge every-moment 
that diverts-our-hearts on trifles, when 
every minute may be our laſt here, and 
the next may crown us with Eternal 
Glory. So that we ſhould ſet our hearts to 
raiſe our thouzhts on frequent, and full 
conſiderations of our Death-beds, and think 
ſeriouſly how the terrors of unrepented 
ſins will bice then ; and what 4 joyſul pe 
ſage our Souls will have, if reconciled be- 


fore! and then we ſhould need no other 
Arguments then ſuch thoughts, to per- 
ſwade us to live ſo Righteoufly, as to be 
ever ready onthe ſhorteſt ſummons, to 
ſtep into that Eternity of Bliſs. 


CV. 
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CCEV. 
T is ſaid in Scripture, that xs many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the Sons of God; which is a ſure founda- 
tion to raiſe high ſtructures on, by which 
we may climb to Heaven, in 4 conſtant con- 
verſation with our great Mater, in moſt de- 
dightſul Addreſſes ; for if we can by fre 

quent practice, follow this Divine-guidiy 

Light, we ſhall learn that Celeſtial Roa 
ſo perfeftly, that we may travel day and 
night —_— without miſtaking of our 
way, or failing of our thappy Reſt at:our 
Journeys end ; which we fhall more then 
gueſs at here, by the preſent joy we find 
:n our way thither, And if we obſerve our 
Neeps alſo, our very Dreams will 'enter- - 
tain our Souls with pleaſure, above the 
reach-of any waking fancies; aud by ll 
this, we ſpall cerramly find ſomething from 
- above, that will beget 4 conſolation in « 
purified heart, to teſtifie that 'it 1s Gods 
work within ws, who mocks no mans ſin- 
cere ardent defires, with falſe hopes of a 
felicity he fhall not find , for by a righte- 
ous life, and lively Faith, Hi improved 


Grace, will bring our natural frailties to . 


die 


ik; ninhte 


. die "S chearfully that we ſhall leave no 
pleaſures behind wus,/ſo great, in this 
World, as we ſhall haye by going out 
of it to Him. 


CCVIL 


A Dream of Heaven. 


s ecs fleep Deaths Image be, I have 


been now 
1 know not where, convey d I'know not how | 
Where aps: did ppear ſo tazling 


b 

1T ED not. ſee its Glory, forthe Light: 

My Sownl far priz'a with wonder, and amaze, 
Methought ; prayd , and did yeveeer to 


our 

Fri bred, and pleas, at what 1 —_ avid | 
EAT. 'd, 

\} found it was aDreum of Heavn appear d, 
Which waking fled; but did aL fell 
"With bleſs d Tea s, which abice 4 fill : 
With ſuch tranſporting joy, that I can 


. weep ; 
To think of what 1 had, aud conld net keep: 
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E that would improve the” pleaſure 

of -Picty, is to- conſider : how his 
Body does every moment deſcend” to- 
wards the Grave; which wilt invite him 
to- excite his Saul ta. mount much faſter 
towards Heaven, by: fuch a continual de* 
rout conteſt, which ſhall:move faſteſt, 
that he will grow to. ſuch a delightful zeal © 
to God, that every ſtep as he aſcends, will | 
raiſe. bis' holy ambition higher and higher, © 
wich joy ou joy, until: his laſt pulff of breath 
conveys his Soul into God's Erernal + 
Glory ; and all the way thither, will 7 
teach him to tread on the Thorns an4 7 
Thiſtles of this World, as if he walked on -.: 
Roſes and Lillies, through the joyful ex- 
pectation of his feliciry at laſt, 


CCVINI. 


Divine Author ſays, That every 
£ wan ought to be of ſome calling, 
thar he may be .of ſome 'uſe unto the 
Seate: where God has'made his ſtation's 
for he that will be good for nothing 'in' 
this World, is as nothing, and ſhall he 
-oo'H S2 nothing 
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| ; he is but as an Ex- 
crement on Earth, none -of Gods uſeful 
Creatures ; ſo that to be of a lawful cal- 
ling,. and: diligent in it, may: expe& a 
bleſſing from Heaven on his honeſt en- 
deavours. And Princes whoſe calling is: 
of a general concern, are ſet on Fyra- 
mids, that all che World may ſee and: 
imitate their Virtues; Judges muſt be vi- 
giant in doing' Juſtice; great Comman- 
ders at Sea and Land, muſt be prudently,- 
not raſhly valiant ; the Workman muſt: 
work; the Ccurtier muſt wait ; the Mer- 
chant muſt travel; the Preacher muſt 
teach ; and the greateſt Reprobate (if 


2-0 


. --- he becomes Regenerate!) has a great 


calling alſo; for he ought to declare his: 
converfion, by his future life and conver- 
ſation, that his Devotion may be more 
:, eminent then his Crimes. were; ſo- to. 
> tnanifeſt Gods mercy to himſelf, and by 
2? his example toiſhew others the way.to 
Heaven: So that no man ſhould hide his 
Talent, that can. by any honeſt means 
improve it for-the good of others. The 
Hypocrite is the only unhappy man this 
way, who will himſelf periſh, though he 
do good by encouraging others to Piety 
by his example, who cannot diſcern the 

. . Hypo- 


p gid-nigk "5 | #': 9 
Hypocrites counterfeit zeal, that travels 
through the Church of Gad, as his neareſt: 


way to Hell. | 
b Wael” 4 


WV a0 we have repented our ſins; 
V Y and forſaken them, and received: - 


the Holy Sacrament, (which is the Seal 
of our Reconciliation). we are not to- 
fright our ſelves with the memory of our 
forgotten crimes, but.muſt expreſs our: 
atitude, by recolleQing and acknow- 
edging the evils we have done, with the 
higheſt aggravation that we can; ſo to: 
magnifie the free mercy. of Gad, with 
Chriſts merits, .for pardoning ſuch great 
crimes; and then-to comfort our hearts 
with the Goſpel- confolations thereon; 
So that no man ought to deſpair of a place 
:n Heaven, that does ſincerely endeavony to 
et in, when the Father, the Son, and the' 
Holy Ghoſt, are ſo ative to bring m4 thither'y 
and yet we find it a very-hard Leſſon to- 
learn todrechearfully, when: the practige 
of our whole lives can ſeldom teach us- 
in ſeventy years to be perfect in it when 
we die, 
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CCK. 


Et us not lament the long time we 

; lye in Duſt before the day of Judg- 
ment for thoſe who died fix thouſand 
years ſinoe, ahd we that die now, Mi 
them that die a thouſand years a , 
ſhall: all awake the ſame moment at the 
ReſurreRion ; and all this time: ſhall be 
but as one moment divided amongſt us: 
all; for death, and ſleep, diftinguiſhes no 
time until we awake: from both. So that 
we. may reckon,. that we ſhall be in 
Abraham's Boſom the moment we ex- 
pire, though we ſhall not know what is 
meant by Abrabam's Boſom, until we, 
with the departed Saints, arife from 
thenee together. 
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JE that conſiders what Evils he has 
K 1 done, with all the aggravations be- 
longing to ſuch crimes, muſt needs be 
terror-ſtruck- at his hour of death,.to 
think what great puniſhments are due to- 
# ſuch innumerable offences ſo often re- 
- *, peated,,if not reconciled unto es \ 
3 Ore * 
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comforts will that black Son! find I 
by-eeuy Repentarice, and Paith, he -'y 4 
waſhed white as Snow, b > by Chrifts is Blog 
ie the" Sacrament ; and.” purified into- . 
Adams firſt Innocence, *and' fo ' be thus * 
metamorphoſed from a Devil, into aw- } 

Adopted Son of God, by 4 bleſſed wnion- - 
with Chrift, and filled with (ach erence. 
as are beyond expreſſion ; and yet'our | 
tics are-ffch; rhat when we kno 3 3 


and car do thus, we'are ſtill fo ſubje 
unto Relapſes, that we cannor ſtani 
this happy ſtation, a minute longer. thin; 
by Gods Grace ſupported; to let us ſees 
thar we muſt not depend” or our own: 
Righteouſneſs, but are't6* pray. com: 
nually for Chtiſts Righteou sto bring 
us to Heaven. 
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Hriſt fajd, 7 aw inthe Father, and 

in me, and 1'in you ; be alſo © "a 
that if you ak thing itt my an 
I will do it ; reg dþ a. thorr Lefſons 
of mighty conſequence, for what can maii 
defire more then to be iy God? and w : 
can we wiſh for more, then to have-wh 
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”- We avk? and-whar. can fſinful-man asb 
. more, then forgiveneſs of all paſt: ſins, 
© and Grace to fin na more? by Chriſty fond- 
» ing the Holy Ghoſt to ſanttifie w, and to 

* dwoll with us for ever, and [ſo to condubt ws 
” into Heaven: when we dic. * qt 
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Y E ought to think ofren,.and to 
C V _rejoyce as often, as we think, 
that the Holy Ghoſt ts. never abſent ſrons 
\ them that ſincerely deſire Him, and do give 
Him a warm welcom into a chearſal heart ; 
| and be that can afford this Holy. Spirit a 
full poſſeſſion at his reception, may keep him 
Lever there, and will always find that He is 
E with . him, by the operation of his Grace 
where He inhabits, full exciting him ta 
Love and delight in the Law of God, and. 
Eompowering him - by. bis, Divine-guiding 
Light, to live after the Law of K 


\ 
% 


ighte- 
Fauſneſs, which will bring him to ach a 
© mnion with Chrift here, as will aſſure his 
#Eternal Reſt with God in.Glory art the 
| Reſurrection, 
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CCXIV: 


Tme a: lazie idle retired life, be 
- not-according to the Chriſtian Rule. 
that ſays,.no-man'is born only for him-' 
ſelf, bur is bound to imploy his Talent. 
given to him, for Gods!Glory, and the: » 
good of others ; yer ſome men who have? 
ſpent many years in the buſic affairs of 2 
this World, with honeſt induftry in theis 
callings, may without a crime retire in» © 3 
their old Age, from the noiſe and hurry* * * 
of bufineſs, and alſo quit thoſe gaieries;/ 
which. they find through-ailong cuſtom; > 
that their frailty--eannot 'totally- reſiſt» *# 
their participation of ;- and.on that ac- '4 
count may retire from ſuch diverſions as 
do diſturb the full conſideration , -an& + 
preparation for their Eternal Being in the -* 
next World. By which retiring alſo, they: 
may teach others to become ſo Regene= * 
rate, as to find more felicity. jn private con= " 
remplations of Heaven, then in all Earthly > 
fruitions ; which thoſe that live in coo- 
tinual crouds, can hardly find time for, '? -: 


ccxv, Þ 
. 248} 
: F 


| Joycethathis hour is come to go toGod,. 


fy. 


| is great Picty for a man-incheatth;; 
to live ever ready tadie ; butit is a 
ther kind of ftory, for a:dying man to-re.. 
and to quit his ſhare'in all. che glories o 
this World. Soithat we arc ofcen to con- 
templace this/ great point of Religion,. 


3 ©. andto praQtice: on Deaths -Image (ſleep): 


every nighe when we lye down to Reft, 
that we may Jearn to compleat our pre- 


| paration for that (nighty work'of dying! 


2 RT 


= chearfully, which is ſo much diſcoursd 


| of, and fo feldom feen, though our lafy 


Pangs do frequently ſeem to comply 


- with what we cannot hinder; and no- 
= thing can more conduce to cure this na- 
| tural frailry, sben ſetting owr hearts to love 


rhe Latv of God, and to fhew it by word 
and deed, and holding a conſtant converſa- 


. Fion With owr Creator, in the daily raifing 


of our Faith, and our affeftion to our Re- 
from Deaths Dominion, unto 
His eyerlafting Blifs in Heaven. 


CCXVE 


| COXVL. 


is no felicity in this Wetld, | 
without a contented 'mind ; awd © 
how Can be no full comtentryent, wither * q 
ſuch a fixed dependance on God, us to '\be © 
as d with v7 0A He appoints, 4s bor $ 
for ws,” Which Divine eonvinerhent; v 2 
raiſe our hearts to-ſuch a gratitude to | 
God, with ſuch a converſation in Heaven, © 
as will beget an 'hely courage to con- 2} 
temn all the croſſes, and all hs a allure- © 
1ments this World can afford z abi Ws © 6 
Spiritual contentment we onght to 'cheniſh, > 
as Gotls great favour, for m to delight in 
while we live, and to truſt in when we 
die, as'a mark of our EfeQtion ;- thus to. 
divert-us frotn longing after the ering 
Glories of this .'Worlkd ;-that never 'can 
aſſure: ns ' any laflidg. contentment | 
their enjoyment, nor -any comtorr W 
we expire. 


Cx VH,' 


E that writes Devetich; walks on TY 
narrow 'Plank-with Precipices on . 
eirher Aide, and is in anger to ſlip into * 

| the - E 
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*he Gulf of Spiritual Pride on his own | f 
Righteouſneſs, or elſe in'too much humi- | t 
lity for his own unworthineſs, may pre- t 
- Ffumerto think, that ſome things from the }} C 
= Holy Ghoſt informs him with Evangeli- C 
- ÞDcal Rapſodies, when his Soul ſoars ſo 
> -high towards Heaven, Sothatin our beſt 
# . -Actions, we arc with humble. aad-grate- 
= ful hearts, to -give the honour and the ? 
= glory-unto God, for all that we do well. 
CCXVIIIL 1 
_, - - R Ns (PORN ti : 
FO. love God, and ito be-beloved of || : 
. Gad, \is.an immenſe Meditation ; t 
- Which by.practice, muſt needs improve f 
= .our Intereſt in Heaven : for when God 
ſees our Souls ſet to ſeek him this way, 
-He will ſend -his Holy Spirit co raiſe our | 
© ambitions higher and higher, to gain his | 
? favour, in hope of ſuch an. union with 


| Chriſt, as our nature is capable of; by 

” which ſuch elevated enlightned hearts 
will find a felicity on Earth, that no mans 

* thoughts can gueſs at, that does not feel 

= It, with a joyſul aſſurance of being re- 

© civedinto Heaven when he dics ; ſorthar 

- .we cannot have a better Argument ta 

_ - Invite us to live Piouſly, and to die chear- 

7. fully, 
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true joy of agood Soul in this World, 
the very joy of Heayen, which Death 


ſhall not take away; nor interrupt it 4 


one moment. 
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may do well to obſerve Davids F 


 V Y method in hig Victory orer his 
ſins, when they were his declared Ene-. 


mies:: He did not retire from his charge . F 


and calling, ro hide himſelf from cheix 
aſſaulting temptations, but forced thet 

tofly from him ; and purſued themTd, at 
they might never be able to return upon 
him; -And- having thus vanquiſhed, and 


diſcarded all thoſe his old Companions, | F 


when: he perceived'them to be his En 
mics; |He foorr became a'tnanafter Go 
owr heart, and: ther found char he ha 


ſtrength, company, power, joy; wealth, 


and honour enough in God alone, wil 
whom he ſpent the moſt of his time after, 
in Prayers and in Ptaifes. So that as He 
did; we ſhould difcard-bttr o1d'evi} habits 
and all our old Companions, (workets © 


Iniquity) and make them fly from us, as | 


David" did, and then we ſhall find all 
oe” 7 0 thoſe 
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F Avid ſays, that Ged heard the voice 
$3 of his weeping ; which ſhews that 
= the ſighs and tears of penitent ſinners, 
” . arc heard in Heaven without words; and 
& that devout tears which cannot ſpeak, 
' do ſpeak aloud inGods ears ; nay, when 
we deſire to weep, but. cannot pour out 
tears themſelves, ( Doctor Davne ſays } 
that.God ſecs tears inthe hearts of men, 
before they blubber on their-faces ; and 
He'is ſaid to hear the tears of a-forrow- 

ful Soul, which, for ſoxrow. cannot ſhed 

a tear; the very lifting up our Eyes to 
God, in a ſincere ſorrow, opens-Him win- 
dows, through which He fees a wet heart 
through, the drieſt. Eycs ;; and by: his.re- 
turns of Grace, gives comforts, with the 
blefſed peace of a quiet conſcience, ta 

" afſure our Reconciliation unto Him; 
that we may with chearful hearts Ex- 
pb Deaths ſummons unto our Eternal 

vers Thy 


eſt in Heaven, .. 


"rp © . 
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Tinh - og Epicure , les x 


_ divine yrorke þ _ 
, | have pony, ſag Yogue ug = x, 
- | parrs of the Ward . "4s bs 
| | worn true Chriſtian Religion our of '* 
y arg and out þ Aw enance 00 3 
: nr gs ole are -bred men 3 
x | char onatiice any Pigs po fowell ? 
t | accompliſt'd as they 'who have thoſe 4 
) | three eminent Vertues in moſt pe 'ZY 
- | on, whuch do very often dw roge- 3 | 
4 || ther in fuch careleſs Hearts, as donotar +: 
- || all conſider, or nor enough cxamine * iN 
4 Ws af towards God. HY >» . 
0 "oY 
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_ © foyome Habiations bo we the con- 
verſe of Men : Bur do not conſider the 
bleſſed contentment which their Souls 
ciyoy in a converſation with God, asif 
themſelycs were then in Heaven ; with 


Teh mow Zo as fills their 
Hearts. 
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We FYhy- 1p 4s GR ES 
1 Tot: O07 + 
* Hears with Hapyinebs holds 
55 Souls ſo fixed on = asro = 
{e.aldthe Glorics of this World. . So 
Ef we ought not to pity thoſe happy 
= men, but tolook on them as Divine þ- 
If moe rye Er Envy aiid alt: | 
© tarign, who do enjoy tclicities aboye 
4 wnhe Ny of 'Earthly Nnds to jildge of. 
B. But. yer every: pious-man, thatcan give 
> his WwholcHeart to God, needs not give 
his whole crime too ( for weare requured 
” roſe more waies than one, ): and 
” may. convert our Cloſets into Cells, 
= - whetc we may be ſure to firid God as of- 
©/ ten as we dcfire ro meet him there ; as 
y wall as on the tops of Rocks, who will 
- -notbeconfin'd to time, or | 
ever Gunn Henne where. So Nee 


ts 


orb Truackay aca they meer, 


bn 3... A. | 


Et us redeem the time we have mif- 
; ſpent; while we have time' ro do it; 
_ making ready for our fummons'to the 
Grave; 'asour prime bufineſs here ; anal 
when God ſees'our hearts'are'ſully fixed _ 
on 'Him,' He wilt guide and condudtt us: 
through the dark rugged paths of 'Death, 
by the bright conſolations 'of his Holy | 
Spirit, to entertain us with comfort” and 
delighr, in our paſſage unto'His Erernal * 
Reſt. Ler us then 24 our Souls Joy 'on 


this:great work, and obſerve” how. Gods * 42 
Geace, and our \chiciry does increaſe tos + : 


gether, upon the retniſſion of all our ſins, 
and Reconciliation-to Gad.. 


CC XXII, 


a\ N habitual ſinner ivr paritvetn es in” # 2 


his wickedneſs unto the end of his © 
days, ſeems to think that his Bapril, 


Vow was to ſerve the World, the-Fleſh, A 


and'the Devil, and to forſake God and. all”. 
ns Commandments, 
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T is not to be thought that any man 
= © can die chearfully, that does not be- 
> lieve he is then going. to God ; and no 
© man can believe that he is then going to 
& - God, but he that loves God, and fears to 
= offend Him : ſo that he only can be truly 
happy here, who can ſo fix his heart on 
- God, as to find that his higheſt Happineſs 
*-In this World, is in preparing to go out 
- of itz. but moſt men in health, are too 
” apt to think themſelves ever ready to 
= - die, and do not find that they are nor, 
* until the Bell tolls them to their Grave. 
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8 Tf there be one fin more predominant 
FE then all the reſt, that by its frequent 
= -ViCtorics over thy frail Nature, is now 
> . grown too ſtrong for thy controul ; ſtand 
always on thy Guard hereafter, to watch 
- Its firſt Aſſault,;and be ſo well Arm'd 
+ Againſt ſurprizes, as to have time to call 
= in Aid from Heaven, to affiſt when ſach 
= an Uſurping Enemy appears, as thy own 


+. Rtrength, cannot reſiſt: But lex nor thy | 
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_ by its Slave, ſo frequently ſubdued by 


'Comld we divide a moment to the Eye, © y 


new courage fail, fight brav 
laſt gaſp, and rather diethen yield ; nes? 
ver ſubmit, never comply with ſuch &7% 
known Enemy z for when it cannot con$4% 
pell thee to conſent, as formerly, 'twilt 
quit the Field, aſham'd to be ſo baflle 


wo 

Ws. © Su 
had 2 $5 b PY 
_— Go, 
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fore. And thus by a ſtout refiſtance, thow 
wilt find inward unſcen Aids, to humbig 


that Triumphant fin, that has fo ofte 
Tyrannized over thee, 


_CCXXV, 
O aie, while we are dying, 5s not ſtrange £ 


# 8& : 


But tobe ſo unwilling to exchange 
Our anxiom days, in a Tftrafted time, 
For an Eternal Reſt, and joy ſublime, | 
Is want of Faith, or value for our God, _* 
To ſoan his preſence, and embrace his Rolls. 
Pretend to Heav'n, but ſtill do from it fly, 
Becauſe we will not, dare not learn to "7%: 
Though we can only when our Souls expirty © 
Obtain loug life, which we ſo much defors, 


ot. 


We ſhoxld ſee Life,the moment that we dyes, 6 
And Faith does fully that defet ſupply, [E: 
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"He conceal'd Author, doubting that 


bink fir to make ſome Apology for ex- 
oſing ſo many looſe Lines unto the cen- 
bre of the World ; ; and does only hope, 
That all good men wilt in charity look on 
his Ad-night Thowghts, as rough Oar 
s found i in a rich Golden Mine, from which 


sz»_* + #7 © , 
Li & 4 'Y 


he may be too ſoon known, does. 
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Bree ron bur ok ous Iz 
conſid conyerſe with God tharways 7 
and who have obtained grace to beiad-i # 
_ at all times to fuch'-near apro« 

that their ſoulsſcem to be entar>.s 

the Angels in Gods 

whiler ſ(eDivine Addrefles | 

by I to mn hs 
ercy untorhe ſouls of men, inihewing * 

them ſome glimps of Ecernal g 

ry they ſhall ſharein artheReſurretiong  W 
ro fillour hearts withbleſſed Idcas & ts py 

Celeſtial Joyes' rhe | 


| CCxxVIL . 5.i 
HER know true joy on © 
| Earth muſt ſecure his Ecmak 
Bliſs unto his own heart; not only 3 I 
confeſſing, bewailing and forſaking wa SH 
known fins in hope hope of] on; bur muſt»; 
expreſFhis' Love to ;and- his gr- 3 3 
_— for _ pardon'; with 2 way 2 
ue of it, by improving his peace ofcons. 2 
. ſcience Lcxoon wh a Contiriual we 4 
ycrſation in Malmanfor the future; and 
; ocky, nn ſuch nou = 


=> weverpteſent) with chem - to-improve 
==; hisdetizhcin them, uritoas High jay as 

wy matiscapableoffonthiglide of caven: 

L And/whoreycr can obtain gracethusto 
mate his'Devorion his : premc pleaſure 
 of:Eatth, will perceive:a new kind of 
 felicity;by fuch an exaltarion” inhſs {foul 
2s will'raiſe hisaffettion $0;God aboye 
- allocher /Divigbns. Andthen, itfuch 
* Medintionsdofhiew him fuch a proſpect 
of! his Eternal. BI, as:doth - create a 
Faichtul expeQtarion of Heaven - ſo de- 
2 lightful here ; He may preſume that 
7 ” he ſhallnorwatt/Divine Valour to die 
Ee = cheerfully, wheohe /is called [ro; rake 
: 3 : "poffefſion of ''rhat iglorious-: purchaſe 

which Chriſt hadmade- for” him Wee 


'COXIX. - 
FT: is worthy. 'of dbſcrvaribn;-and-our 
*« wr Srions Medications, toſte how 
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nie enim 
. various hardſhips in theitlong' travels 
r__ rdo Wiſh they mga 


Fe 


# —— — — 'to reſt! a 
- awhile inthcixown Homes, they 
- _ knowthctc:ismo other way:to you err un- 
E roiErrnal Blike::: Bur whencchey 
© cherwherlszyand; Axel-roes': aha p=_ 
"bs :8p, dorcrack inder-eheir heavy 
paſtatthopero carry themany 
erron z:then t0i;late,; they, flaner 
 with)-yatn! hopes\to- flarcer 
if they diddeſite robe-with Him; 
apps Ye. know that Gad' doth 
focl;! 'nothing -could by; chem - be 
done, ro:keepthem longer: from Him. 
= Fot which: great frailty "in Mankin 
the — ſure:bure is, to think of 


5 0 JOEY s End: 4alfl the 

# way war eas her; And-then the. 
K-: oldhatjoy, andthar-Glory 
we —_— hevnjoddy 'will (weetrn all;,we 
ſafer on/our:Way:to: God:y And hap- 
Þy-arc. thoſe men,that can obtain grace 
wo.Ctavelo toHeaven, as ro.gat:ſuch a 
rf} of thoſe Celeſtial joys 1n. their way 
thither, 'as' will —— their-;hearts 
tothink they ſhall Arrive, where che ; 
arcto Reſt r ever n-peace;- ane. Gy WS... 


or 2 


[* we believe Charity to be. a ' prime, 
Chriſtian Duty; to relieve the Poop = 
by our purſes and by,qur good .couns.: 
ccl, and. vertuous lives, to reform lus 
ners, How great an; offence is it! K 
Chriſtians tooppreſstheir Neighbors,l 
unjuſt power, and toſceduce others unt 
cvilactions, orto defame, and ſcands 
lize the moſt Innocent; on any deligtt 
or fot. envy and in-general to be more" 
eminently wicked than Heathens; as if 
we ſtroye in emulation to out-do,.the V3 
Devil in Malice and rapine,to ſhew. how. ® 
we'cart defyc all Chriſtian principles, 7? 
that ſhould lead us unto our atvajotl F- 


CEXTAT -; ..- 


HE who ny loves, deſires to be;. 3 
much with. his beloved ; and-if; 
God be that objc&t of. his hearts delight, 1. 
he wi gels a be over _ a 3 
may. ailur ave Wnat nc —_— 
by raikng his ſoul in frequent Mes "; 
ons unto the Diyine Prelence, where ..” 
God. will ſomerimes.admit of histrank 7 


ts 
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x ered yer, to 
me de his C tn peer, , 


wil metimes ſor pq fs Holy Spi- 
"Aint DARE 7 his heart with ſuch grow- 
p comforcs there, :as' will conlecrate 
t'to-be his Temple, whete: he wil] 
x {o long as_ he finds a fincere wel- 
= with a total' reſignation unto _ 
wm. And: this Divine felicity, this 
pol fjon of Heaven, this holy con-- 
la -n with God; will invite fuch a 
nunto continudlambirious endeavors 
o-ger nearer, and-.nearer: with deli jo: 
Wardshisentefin intothe crornal oy 
bf his beloved. And by ſuch acavly 
Wh: , he will find his heart ſo ltd 
th grace, and'ſo Armed wich 'Ho- 
eourage, as to bealways ready odio 
ecrfully ; which 1s our only way to 
mew our love ,/-and- our deſire to be 
Ewith God. And 1 Fa the chief buſineſs 
> th it we - ryrogtes? ; andwhen r «. | 
Iy underſtood, Bow elupeemeſt plea 
We can have on Eart h, in our way to 
neaveni, to be ever ſo ready for our 
nimons thither, tharno croſles, leſles, 
x litio : Ja: world. nor - all the 
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JT may ſometimes beu fo fe--- 
ditations, rocompare [mall coneerag® 
with greater, and {o to {cr our frequegl 
trroublesoppoticeunto-our delights int 
. world; -and then'to Judge ingeniou! 
berweenthem; and if our joycs do-web 
pune dagoos you to wr 0 hol 
es below, with the joy an i 
ho that when we = moſt Ls 
- with wealth and honors, moſt elevated? 
with- the ſmiles and favours of greats 
Princes here ; then to raiſe our fouls ur 
roaholy emulation with che Saints in 
Heaven, for Gods favor there ; as oli 
ſupream felicity, which will creat ſucks? 
a purity of heart within us, as will be? 
moreconſtantly delightful, chan all chis* 
world can give us; And by ſuch a Re? 
ſurreQion from carrhly pleaſures , ro'F 
long after the next wor! everlaſti ys 
(onw fix ourafte&tionsonthatcrternal'®* 
lis, with a Divine tranſporting joy, =? 
coforeſee that glory we ſhall find,;h2me=>" 
ment Wc expire. R * Y 


S. 


$ 


w"? 


n 


Rag Ms, pe es ty him a- 
"to converſe ſo with God,'and 
opal that Jelight,” unto 'the 
horqarite os theſqgulofthan 
peach: jies rely * Jelikete een 
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 'fOmmi'x 
It Bron ofLrenire that" cant” 
Manes, -but the" miore 'we : triul- 
: Ry that ſcore, the more we oy; and 
$6 Preater ont” account grows this 

he lurer Will-our Payment. be; by 6 
linking or catthly joyes, unto thee evet- 
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. 2 Wſting chain of Joys in Heayen. | 
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